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4 - Fter theſe "WE ws dreadfull dayes of barba... 
= rous blindhefſe, and ſuperſtition, wherein by - 
the deceit of dumbdogges, bloudie warres tor 
hany yearcs had coyeredthe faceof this land, it plea-- 
dthe bountifulneffe of God', inthat riches of his 
vi 4 as.not regarding the time of former ignorance, 
14marvellays: 24r vifite this Realme, by len- 
Ot onelo Bo Ki aha Niniveh,or one Phillipto-: 
Samaria.butfirſt few;fince many,& all faithful), 
le, rack to preach the. Goſpell in Scotland , 
qoter tiochia.. At the terrour' of theſe 
;like moake before rhe winde,were quickly 
zay, not onely thedarkenefle of idolatry,and 
nlion eamon the members of this king- 
.W be ſtrengrh'of that bloudie 
+ PE Ra Kates. and deceiveable -- 
incesand people, were ſhamecfully abuſed , 
compelled wirh the clawes of violence to 
hed the bloudof the Saints, yea , to keepe the book 
pts f nent of Tefus Chriſt;undes - 
z-:dpgue as aclaſped booke , that 
id: : but allo: pony of that Anti- - 
b who in he time offiexſecution had uſed 
he color s.of rhat Kingdom of lies, andſervice 
ft Baal eons tothe truth of G6d,and —_ . 
dche 1 . fo:that in a ſhort time thar - #. 
44 WW chat v- ia darkencla.g OO”: PS... | 
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£ Concerning $ 
-on tothe prai J,and ane IE got 
were wiſely and firmely. appointed.” In thoſe happy 
aaies the ſervants of the Lord in love, were likeTopa-! |: 
gelike Gideons 390, inun F 
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got abhorred; bur received@the An- 
ad yer intheLords troupes,nicither.for 
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As SON 


'Ezypt. Thou hat cait ont the heathen;and planted it. T how FLA 
t-madeit room? for it and didft cauſe it10 take 700 t, att it fil. 
f 5 F "zhe land;c*c. P | 


© The ſaperſtitious tgnotant, theperverſePapiſt, the 
|» cfatty paraſite, and theſclf-loving-politician, the C bri- 
# Riancoloured belly:god ;and the looſe-liver, the time- 
| ſeryer,and alt-cheſortsof that filthy ſe&;thar hates to be 
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did ſtar#rogetherfor the dofrine, Sacraments , arid 
EKirk governement,egainſt the adverſaries, citherJur- 
Ekingorprofeſſed,” It.was the hedge of the Lords vine» 
Fxard.andthchammer whereby the hornes both-of ad- 
Yerfaries ; Be, diſobeyers, were bearen andbroken. ' And 
Ms ae; bc thatin the". 
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wee our axn.vertus, were we 
nd to thar) oye oect; won Þ 
et, butafriend. C21beitit be weitfe 
A 0 ave their Citiein heaven , repoſe ſe alts- 
* 5 + Lis Ok og Mt anno Jhould let we: to behald, as it 
' 2233. werebheaven wponeartb, that is,tgbepower of Godin his own, 
* > 8 bc BY moſt evident reaſons. Ijudgethe K irke- of $0" 
” 7o0be of this ſort. In the which, the many mightie, and long - 
_ continuing aſſaults of- Satan, the like vw 0m as. 1 ws 
ne.Nation ſuſtained 5 conld neither defile thepuritie of do- 
&rine, nor how the rule. of right diſceptine. T hisjs a great 
Lift of: God, that hehgth hrogeth 7 10 Scotland, both 
the puritie of - Raligion.,. and Diſcipline pwhe hereby, 4510 4 
bond, the doctrme 5s STalely kepts: Td wth «Þ hg : 
to. hee epe theſe two together ,, &.thas yeynay bt s dir ſe | "62h } 
if Ty ove fall, the orher can ng waies loug land. , 
| i cannot ienyat; but by the pace Of "1a y6are 
and above, Scotland rxanng well, the dc tr 
Tuch on preached ,i and diſcipline. apy 
practiſed ,, yea, bath profeſſed, eſtabliſhed, | 
ſtantly defended ; - not onely.by.thoſ | 
that NE Jags \but by them. Cowes 24 4. 
live, in ſuchcancordof Kirk ,andpolicic; tharehelike 
therof is {carcely tobe found [inStorte ,or ſeene. with | 
eycs.in any Nation, {incethe revelation of the Myſte- 
rie of the Goſpellto-the bel Apoſtles, | Bur 
late, withpittie to {peakit, noknciroumenls 
or Aſſyrian, but-ſom of the Dilcir eli 
at.the: coke ha no it ing | 
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wo 


nc ie, with ſome-uncruſty traditions, and change? 
things i! cmuagaiony as they terme them; butin effect \ 
acing of Paſtors, cjeingof Elders, deſtroy«./ 


ou lies, and faſhioning,doftrine,difcipline, 


Sacraments, confeſſions of- Faith, formes of prayer g 
ao: ſhape; ir cannotbe faved ,-nor vindis- 

poverty-and contempr,but by the-meanesof 
chis XR obtrudedfora remedie. : Not onely theſe 


evils, howſoeverar the beginning ſeeming ſmall, hath 


owne, that, likenettles in a fowle. ground, they 
onely. bud: and bloome ; bat-aboundantly bririg 
Milan, diſſenſions , and unkindly contentions: 


| 7Q wn brethren, tothe great joy.of the enemies, and. 


and offenceof them that teare God:This ſtrange 
' araarged the Ciric of : God, and: horriblie 


aſt z the ger his and cavillations of ſach- as err 
noting of novelties, ſeckes promotion, but uncha. 
le ſpreches, and peſtiferous pennes ot diſſenſion-, 
ing as a canker zincreaſeth unto more 'ungodlineſs; 
ut Edaughter of diviſion, and 
ot. defolation daily pro- 
if not the Fall of this reformed 
We no: cli be tikerthar the'Spouſe of 
Chriſt; who ſo langlike a chaſt Virgine harh ſhi- 
rt ardofes rk in this tad; ſhould now © 
Efigined w Cormhes ambirion, Balaams wages, ang Mg 
ſauces p ao elle, altar againſt alear, ahd brother 2-Y 
_A65 gunk | 
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Saiaft brother... Inthiscalc, ſo pitiful, and good cauſe + 

fo univerſally neglected, if not deſerted;.it ſhould be* 

ur hearts defire, and prayer toGad to be found aith-- 
Full, when with. griefe we.may juſtly ſay. of the old- 


- Hiends, and new-adyerſatics of dilcipline.- It s #3me for 


: : 


We Lordto-worke for they have deſtroyed thy Yawes; "Rnd 
__ © of her conſtant friends boldly avoiw, T7 herefore owe thiy 


-* thy. commandenenss above gold., yea above moſt fine gold, 
Could:this pragmaticall courſc of dangerous. deſertt. - 
on froma truth.ſo long proteſſed, whereof none; or- 
few can be ignorant, woike in our hearts , now'almoſt 
lukewarme. alabourious love; and holy zealc tor'thiat 
truth wherot.we are perſwaded;we might thenbefully” 
aſſured,that as it was ſaid inthe book of the warres'of 
the Lord, what hedid in the rcd (ca, and ipthe brooks- 
of Argon, the banners of his powerbeing diſplayed 
for. Iſrae},as-wel at their entrieinto. Canaan agaiſtthe 
Nations,as at their.comirig out of Egypt againſt Pha- 
rao: ſorhrough the wonderfullworking of his equi. 
valent. power, and unchangeable love, it ſhopld be re-- 
membred-inthe Records of the reformed: Kirkes: of 
Scotland, that what he did firſt inſubſtance,that 
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and. diyiders of brethren, ag 
--ginnings.therof. againſt eeielly 
- Hereticks. . Is the Lofthanget; 
the manner of his working? & 
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 Þ& ihe Eintc Nncp ly falte to leak Gokets: neither: A 
= avon -manifeſtcd towards - his own ſecret. ones in. 
: Zearthly and viſible bleſſings, ſo-wondertully as of old, 
yet theGod of-1ſrael is our God,. and the God of the 
"bb dTeſtamentis the Godot: the new, and better Te+* 
ent having ſtill a ſecret and equivalent providence 
 .. moſt wiſcly difpoſed,-andframed tor theweale of his 
Y L *Kirk,according to the diverſitie of the ages ſucceeding 
one after anorher. So that no wiſe heart perceiving 
> the courle therof could wiſh anotherthen thepreſenr, 
1 ii owſoever the folly of Infidelity blindes mento affe&t 
%.« hywiracles , eaſe, and outward-proſperity of former 
generations, and if theſe faile, to.caſt themſelves head- 
: Foo 18 in deſperation, deteRon, oratheiſme. Yea, be- 
he workes not as before in their haſt, they con- 
ES Saas de,/that he workes notatall. It were our wiſedom, 
1 Sew live-in the laſt times;rather to determine with our 
\ Ffelves,thatas ingreat and cxtraordinarie plagues,ſmall 
© and commor diſeaſes are ſwallowed up; fo willthe 
et png other warnings, have all cares tobe 
| A cup-infeare, tothe hearing of the loud Trumpet of 
the Goſpell;ſuntmoningall.fcſh before the judgment 
re E fenof Chriſt ; that. they may moſt of all tremble at 
that laſt ſentence, which debarres men for ever from 
=Xtheface of God , and in:the meane time, will have the 
©fife of higowne childrenhid with Chriſt ,that in.a ho» 
F; \ contormitic withbim, they: may by. many alflicti- 
's Fo :6ns-enterinto hisKingdome. ' As the preſent proſpe- 
Aitic of be common ſort: doth make their feare- the 
: ſothe croffes of the Kirk:ſhould make them 
+yvith: Epreater: courage, to-lifr-gp their heads, and F.: 
while the m__ their! redemption.drawes: neere.,, ta, 
apalkcs with ehe:grea ality in: their vocations, boi ; 
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Mag the hovuſe of God w 


1 iththe'one hand, and fight- 
g withthe other, againſt encmics of all ſorts, eipe- 
-cially theſe Sinballates} and Fobiabs, wholabour to 
"make other Kirkes abroad, and agreat number of the 
Paſtors andpeople at home, to thinke that a great part 
=> &f the walles of Chriſts Kirk, builded within this Na- 
=#10n , ſince our deliverie from the Romiſh captivity, 
are fo weake, that if a Foxe ſhall goe up upon them, he 
ſhould break them downe. And now forſooth* the 
new work riſing in place of the old to be more firme, 
and of the old foundation , when the myſtericof int- 
quity,afterlong working in ſecret was ſecn manifeſted, 
their was a new face brought upon the Kirk. Thepure 
fountaines of holy Scripture troubled with the puddle 
of trifling traditions . ceremonies brought in, and 
will. worſhip, and damnable Idolatry ſer up ; Apoſto- 
licall diſcipline aboliſhed, and Popith policie exalted. 
Yetſuch is the wilfulneſſe of-men, knowing the weak- 
neſs of errour, & force of the truth,that multitudes m 
theſucceeding times have not bluſht to bring intheſe 
novelties under the name of ancientverities;yea,with. 
| + _ , -out ſhame, orfeare, to affirmethat this laſt was the pri- 
2 mitive and naturall face of their mother.'' Ir may be || 
 ſeeneintheſe daies, thatafter @ large time,this ſecond = - 
_ myſterie working under cover, = alwayes perceived | -: 
. by fome inthis Land, 'is now atlaſt brougbtro-lighr, i 
according tothe warnings of the wiſe watchmen of 
this Kirk, and hath changed thecomely' countenance 
of Chriſts Spouſe, further then the lovers of the truth 
2 _. would havethought, into the Antichriſtian complexi- 
"x on of that whore of Babell, 'and withour Gods pre- 
"Zxenting mercie , andour 77 tots Pouring the lofle 
fe 


if a great ſubſtanceftor a foule conformity ; and yer, 
ER. 1 _ |} howloever 
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pline of the reformed Kirke of Scotland. They hav& 
renounced nothing, they have abjured nothing : yea, 


quickly marked, as wiltull pleading for ſhadowes , and 

- makingof ſchiſmes: and ſo ſuch as would ſtrive to 
: and ,- muſt ſuffer for their fault, who hath wrought 
_ thechange. As that old Painter, intending torepre. 
- ſentthe body of Hercules, exprefled nothing of the 
- Iingaments of his face, ſtature, or members, content- 
; ing : himſclfe with the reſemblance of the Lyons 
= Skinne., Which he was wont to carie, as the badge 
© of his ſtrength, and tropheeof his honour : So ſome 
of -his Prentetles, for the beauritull face of this Kirk, 
= and heavenly proportion of her divine diſciplinedo ſer 
- before theeyes of men of this time , who never ſaw 
- the faire face, nor feltthe ſtrength of ancient order, 
= that roaring lyons skinne of Epiſcopacie, the greateſt 
- monſter that this Kirke had conflicted with, in the 
moſt partof her meetings, and whoſe skinne within 

' thele few yeares was commonlyrepute among the reſt 

| of theſpoyles taken from her enemies. As it was the 
-:c9urage of wiſe Cato againſt the bragges of: arrogant 

. Greekes, perverting all veritie and antiquitie of hiſto- 

- Tie,& uſurping the honor of the invention of all things, 
_-to write a booke de 0r77inibus,for vindicatingthetruth 
fromuſurping Sreſumption: Andas inlatertimes many 
have happily labored in diſcovering the Roman inven- 


tions, and bringing to light the beginnings and pra«” 
:greſſe of errourand idolatry , creeping in and corrups. 
ting that Kirk, It were likewiſe to be wiſhed, for the 
2" WES or Weale *. 
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: howſoever all men cry, that the ancient way was t 8: 


- beſt,and as they love honeſty , they will be the fonn& 
.of conſtancy, and firmly retaine the ancient: Diſcis. 
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- if any, whiſper of a fall from the firſt love, they are * 
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fe Ads of the gencrall-Aﬀemblies, ſo often viſited. 

- pd: r rom Say aw Fro now according to 
SMcintentionand careof the Kirk; together with-the 
bookes of diſcipline , which ſhould-be lights for dire 

> — Qin, and lawes for dicifion of controverfics ariſing. 
=>... thereabour, faithfully peraſed andprinted, ++ 
© _ -*- Por the preſentneceflitie , ye have herethe firſt and 

= Fecondbookes of Difcipline, with. certaine aQsof the. 

_ Kirkforclearing your doubts,and confirming the truth 
againſt ſuch., as delyte invailes of obſcurity , and cit» 
cuits of circumvention. As-there-was nevetahy-mira- 
cle wrought for confuting of-Atheiſts, becauſe every 
work of God. is a miracle againſtthem: ſothere-needs- 
no argument:; to ſtop the mouthes.of:adverſarics.for - 
Diſcipline, who. would ſeeme toftand tetheir own 
oath and ancientprofefſion, becauſe everylinealmoft- 
of thefe bookes , will be an:argutment againſt: them z.. 
If-truth ſhall obtrude- her -{elfe to- the knowledge of 

. * men, notſuffring them tobe fo forgetfull andjgno- - 
rant, as perhaps they would ſceme, Godforbid,that a-. 

_ ny ſhould thinke that his refolution-to-be rich: and 
ſtately, ſhould:ſo ſupprefe hislight; and ſtay his mind- 
from thinking that true; which'we would wiſh were- 
falſe, that were thefinne of a wittiemalignant: Hec eff- 

fumma deli nolle agnoſcerequod-ignorare non pores: It" 
were much better, that as many as through ignorance 
of the eſtabliſhed order in the:-Kirke have bene miſled, 
would now-repent. their negligence and - dangerous 
;, Courſe, when they ſhall ſeea good davghter of an evill 
> mother. This rruth brought to light to be the fruitof 


TS. 
<3 


wr diviſion, 'as perſecution in- former times hath 
- Sought forth purity and herefiethe truth of doatine, 


£ 4-8 
1 "* 


»%a ; fares 


#hathi oft of ditagion among eetbrenbronfij F 
this draught of Dilcip ine to the view of-the world;ta 


dby the grace of 'God; ro:the dg \” by 


fence heir profeſſion, a ſtrong confirination; ; and tf 
-fuctias are toſſed with'doubtings, a'eleere reletution'N 
Fer irbenoderogation tothe-cruth hereexpreſſed, not - Ye X 
1 bo pare laboutrs of theſe faithfull fathers, who penned '& © 
A regiſter the ſame,bura grear imputarion'& guile | 
-fineffe Tying upon the ſucceeding age , who deprived 
3 "the emſelves of ſuch-abencfite , and the Kirk of ſucha. 
: ence. - 'Thovgh the booke- of Gods covenatit lay 
Aid in the Temple, yer Tofiah-rejoyced when it 
light, Very lezabel could-not be ſtayed from 
ifying of Baal by all the daſhes he ſufferedfrom”” © 
Heaven andearth. And ſhould not Chriſtians be aſha. 
| tr tied to-beleſfcaffectionate to Verity, then ſhe to idola- 
Madrapely a truth-concerning Chriſts Kingly Of- 
"See; and the Miniſters of his Kingdom , withoutthe 
"ark wherof wecan neither-have comfort of his Pro-. 
ecie nor Prieſthood. Iris'the Lord his great mercy, *. 
5 inthe reformation of this Kirk he hath been prea- 
ly and profeſſed; King, Prieſt; and Prophet. And it 
; | Thall be the glory of this land, thankfully to acknow- 
*Fcdgc that incomprehenſible benefire,and alwaies care- 
: "Folly to keep whole without rent, and to cariea reve- 
"enteſtimation tothe great: work of the glorious re- 
© formation of-this Kirk. For this cffe& ye muſt arme 
- your ſclvesagainſt the Jords of tongues, who haveſaid, 
"rich our tongues will we prevaile. Of that generation | | 
ome will Jaftryouby the odious name of Puritan,and 
one of that lordly ſorts forced to confeſle , that 
cottes Profefſonrs are unto him Puritanes from the: 


forme of externall governement, but not from Reli- 
B: J:.* gionts " 
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"gon;, which both isand may.beone and the fame ; 
-Wherethe externall forme of- goyernment is different 
_Endcontrary, who albeit they. be milerably taken with 
=Xbxttheirown-forme,yet in thereſt ofthe doctrine they 
— » # arelufficiently Orthodoxe. Others, like wicked credi- 
=> tors deſtroying the obligation, wherby they are bound 
© fordebtfull obedience, ſummarily deny, that ever this 

- Kirk had. any approveddilcipline, exceptthat which is 
-printedand placed in the Pſalme bookes. Athird ſort, 
making ſuch Paſtors, whoatthe beginning were called 

Superintendents, to be figures, paternes,forerunners, 

orhuetenants of biſhops-{uch as noware; would moye 

the world to beleeve, thatthey follow the firſt Diſcip, 

A fourth kind, wanderinginthe wildernes of unboun» 


fo, 
tt, off 4.48 


of diſciplin, by honor,caſc,or.gaine, And ſome,of Gal 
lices difpoſition itmay be,hidly eſteeming allReligion 
a matter of ſpeech , ſpare not toproclaim , that ſtriving 
aboutſuch triflesis needlefſe. For your incouragement 
ind ſuch, andothers of the like diſpoſition, it hath 
pleaſed the Lordtoſeton work our pens, & inhis own 


. 


time, if preſumption beobſtinate, he will inſpire them 
with greater love of his truth , to whom he hath given 
knowledge in meaſure above thEwho' hath put to their 
hand;8 increaſe theirknowledg,in whoſe harts he hath 
wroghtſomelove, howſoever their knowledge be farre 
inferior to many. of theirs who ſtand for.the truth. 
bt. Itis to be remembred, that the true friends of diſci- 
© "eq pline are the Miniſters of the bleſſed Evangell of Ieſus 
W_ >», Chriſt, agrcing in doctrine, and adminiſtration of the 
"A Sacraments,and the people of this Realm that profe iſe 
2>Chriſt,as heis now offered in his Evangel, and doe c6- 
;\Municate with the holy Sacraments(as in the feloemed 


ded indifferency;rtakes upon thEto determin all doubts 
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tairs , & other ſacrilegious uſurpers of Kirk-livings,as 


they kad place in policie, & creditin Court, or Coun-: 


{el,cither profeſſedly or craftily,havereſiſted the courſe 
of the Goſpell,and the diſcipline therof,as may beſeen 
ih theſe con flicts, wherby the Kirk hath ever ſtriven tor 


diliverance from their uſurpation;till now the zeale of 


 benefices having devoured the zeale of diſcipline, old 
oppoſites are thoughttobcher moſt loving familiars,8- 
Her old friends her greateſt enemies. A ſtrangecaſe,and 


yer very caſuall for the Kirk by ſeeking worldly prefer- 


ent,to looſe ſpirituall ſervants,asone ſaid;Never a Mi-- 


iter got agrtat Bonefice , but he ſpilt it,or it ſpite him, 
© Item, rhit urider the name of difcipline is toibe vn. 
&rftoo0d not onely the particulars expreſſed in theſe 
two bookes,bur alſo the As,Conſtitutions,and prac. 
tiſes agreed upon, and recorded in the Regiſters of the 
Generall and Provinciall Aſſemblies,Presbyteries, and 
Kirk Scſſions. | FROTAY | APA : 
"Thirdly, to conſider the different conditions of the 
Kirk in her infancie, in her growing , and in her ripe 
jage, and accordingly to accommodate the diſcipline 
ito practiſe, as the condition of the time permitted or 
TEequired,8& wiſelyto diſtinguiſh betwixtthe Kirks pur- 
poſeand intention in every particular,& their poſſibili. 
ty to perform and praiſe, as circumſtatices concurred, 
ot were contrary. As forexample,they intended refidet 
Miniſters,one or moe,as Kirkes were of largeneſs, with 
Elders & Deacons. Ite,doQtors of divinity for ſchools, 
Aifemblics general provincial, weekly meetings forthe}. 
_ oi interpretation 


Kirk of this Realm they are publiquly adminiſtred) acs? 

cording to the confeſſion of Faith; 8& thar ſuch as wer&. 
clothed with the Kirk rents,or greedily gaped after thes. 
faic,as abbots, priores,priorefſes, biſhops, commenda. *. 
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the:Civilt Policic;,zhe officebeareres of-the Kirk with 
their dutie;the Aſſemblics of the:Kirk, and diſtinRions 


BF -Y 
* mw» thereof; theÞatrimony.of;theKirk, anddiſtribution 


"», -thereof;the officeof a Chriſtian Magiſtrate in the Kirk, 
Bo xnaipheadsof reformation,nichrhevriity oftheſaid 
Ahoaks,&ecTrem,cnberof the [gidbooks canbimthes- 
ner, & neither of them Abo Orme i ne: 


20 
. LEE 


ve. THE GENERALL ASSEMBLY 
+: for Cleering and Corficming the ſaid bookes 
-: of Dtseryztnas, and againſt the 

_ .. Adverſaries thereof. 


For the firſt Booke. 


Wo | Eciuſe the lives of Miniſters ought to be ſuch , as thereby Edinburgh 
Y «&. others may be _ ovoked to godlinefſe;, It becomes them Jy. 39.156 
TE 'n &t0-be after the tryall of the Superintendents , 
= If any man ave'whereof to accuſe them in life,doQrine, 

dr exccytion of .thciroffice. Afﬀterthe Miniſters, muſt the Elders 
every Kirk be tryed,6cc. 11s that bole ordinance ancnt tryall; and 
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FD he Conſtitution s following "pang of all ſorts of Mint- 


- "-fters to the Diſcipline of the ks ere 4s n0 tention of Biſhops , or 
os 5, on cles es, Marv acknowledged to have any place inthe 6 Mt 
pre of the. Reformed Kirke. 
: S:': Mr. nao Gordone, called Bilkog of Galloway : making 
£-petitionfor the Superintendencie of Galloway , was refuſed, be- 
ny cauſe he had not obſerved the order of callin Superintendents R 
; and i in che meane time was required to ſubſcribe the book of Dif- 
 ,Eipline. Where it i evident _ bis Epiſcopacie he might exerciſe no 
: *AMmnifteriall ditie, and although be was preſented by the Lords , yet thi 

puld: not admit him to: bee Superintendent , except he ſubſcribed the 
hook, of Diſcipline. And let this be remembred for the ſubſeription of 
| i -owrky of whom there may be ſeene a great number at the end of the ſatd 


—_ 
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2... Iris concluded by the whole Miniſters afſembled, that all Mini- 
- Kers ſhall be ſabje to their Super-intendenrs , in all lawfull Ad 
/monitions , hinges ſcribed as well in the booke of Diſcipline, ag 
{In the cletion.o Super-intendents. ” Here obſerve two things firs 
'» that Superintendents might not doe What pleaſed them : Secondly , that 
ls be performed to them was injoyned by the Kirk, aud ſet dy +1 
_ oo Difeipline , and in ""Y eletrion of Supertmtenaents. i 
A Mit 
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. of Regiſter, Inſtice Clerks; We: 
we Ut George Buchanan, or any three 
fee the ſaid booke,, aydidi aktetcke contents thereof, 


noting their ment in writ, and report the ſame to the next. 
. . Afembly ge a ay. don Parliament chagice 
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nn a, Hye te ry takes 
"of : Lund: tote anetoenatee Thomas Scor'6f 

"Abbortiſhall , to. conveenthe morn after 'the g,; ant! 

\reafon-and conferre” anentitho ſaid cauſes ,rand riftiftion. 
' 'Ordaines an humble ſupplication to be made to the Lorits:vFf 
. Secret -Councell, anent therommuſioiofcjurifdiftion.,ſupponed 
zranited to-the Biſhop of Santandrors:, to theeffeft, thartheir Ho- 
Gus ma Yay the LimeyinreſpeR tharthele-omiſs, fortheirnoft 
Pp; judged y his uſugped inc 'to:the-Kirk',' arid 
ibeir or bope _ of . good things: the Kirk did overſee the 
ſeenes Majlis Commiſſian. giveri to:ſuch men , | who forthe 
{i -werceour brothron. , yer © danke ahilewd ly«no-waye#be 
content 


arg emer his ON aichg-" 
itac,and:: age the meangns opprlithe whole kack . Am: 
Ie dincorrnp 


"The whole whole Jun thought: meet : chaccortgin brethren na Ed FT] FS 
Z poanted to, concurre-as all rimes with ſuch perſons of . Parliament, necemb, 5. 
' arkeczet Councell,%asmy Lord Regents Grace hath nominate for | $67s 
affaizes as-pentain 19:the. Kirk aud jurdſdifuion thercof , and 
E-5 or decifion of. queſtions: that may OCCUITe: inthe meanetime, 
Mrs:lobn Knox, . and: John aw] ves ers-of Edinburgh; 
bo Ruperintendents of 4 and Lothiane, David Borthuike, 
as Mackcalzan, David Lindſcy Miniſter at Lcirh , George 


I Wy x: Rinbveo, and TJohn Row ar $.loh Fa 
. .'Lextars dirc&ed fro the Aſſembly by their Commiſſioners, to the oh diuburgh 
ow ds, Batds ,viz.che Earls Huntly, Argylc;Callels,Rothes oo, oF 3h 


| unteirbandGlencarne,tothe Losds Boyd , Drumond, ts 
_ Sanchar, Heres, Yeſter, pr my Grahame, Flemin 
-vingken, Foshes, Salcon , Glames, Ogilvie, M.of SniigLs: 
-Qlipham, Mathven, Iancrmeth, Mof Somervell,Barons,Lochin- 
Pres arlicyghigef of AirGlenurquher, Sic Ia. Hamilcon,Boning- 
Ppalaiarct « Adacerhs Kominning,Dunfermling; Saint 
as, Newbetiel Hadlyrood houſe, _ them that the affem- 
Ms — Sad bach inpublick and private;with 
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T3” In ih Aux Thall be made to all and ſundry perſpns , now ſerving 

Bo Fr {theMiniſtery ,jwhg Math: fi rentted"nto their charges by the 
.” ogder;in this ſaine head yppoinfed, Andithis A®to have ſtrength 
ui Rs a5 well ainſt them that are called Bihops,-as others pectending 

SR os Miniiter ſeriewithim rhe Kirk. 

1 ae Ee p - lg nas chpught nepali farſgtcher 2onfaciatob of the booke 
Edinburgh” e Diet hoe, that the Earle Aderſbal, "i Ke hopor, Lord Secre- 
ESTs - the Cotnmentardrof "Xt op of Orknay, Clerk 
1563- .. of Regiſter, Inſtice Clos; Wir. KEtniy Balmver "David Forrefter,and 

Mr. George Buchanan, or any three, or foure of them,ſhould over. 
ſee the ſaid booke,, aydidi zonſittenthe contents thereof, 
noting their judgement in writ, 'and report the ſame to the next 
RG: Zembly of, the Kirk. :or-if 3ny Pirliament chanceto 
LAY the Fes" at Fg +hoix--Judgement 
BUCIES ,, NAT EN'TOuE 
Gl Pacliient, MAHER & ed 


For the Second Books of Diſcipline. 


Nent the cayſcs-of che/Kidk,and :avifai@ivea there, the 
Edinburgh -  Afﬀetably appointed, the laird of Dunn, M.-Tohn"Witvant , 
Tung 25+ 'M. Tohn a tiſvod-, . MiJobn- Willock,, Superinrendems » 
$564. 'M. Nd ona, Hay, Rabexr-Pone, Chriſtopher:Tadmuy, 
"Thorras Doan ; fohn Khox,lJohn Omig, John Rutherfurd, 
George] Ro betcHomailtoun;Clement Lictleyrtie tabs 
"of -Lundie, Elephinitouts. Karnall, Kets,:amb Thomas Scor'sf 
. Abbotcith ns 'to an an the morn after 'the g.,; ano 
reafon and conferre” ancntithe ſaid cauſes ,,and: riſdition. 
' © Ordaines an humble ſupplication to be made to the Loris: 'vf 
has-. Secret Councelhanent thetommuſſiotof:jurifdiftion-,ſupponed 
pranted to- = Bif chop ef Santandrors:, to theeffeft, thar their Ho- 


hs hk. _ Fnbuts by 5 meyin.4efpe&tharthele:oauſes, SR —— 
2 Monber aw his wſveged aqthbeirypermint iro-rthe Kirk, 
it 


_— f good things:the 'Kirk did aver ihe 
BY bs | s Majefhies Corio given co:ſuch men , ' who for the 
i "<q. & parc wercour brethren, , yer canuhe rAfllemblyino 'wayevbe 
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4 dliph; Math ven, lJavermeth, M. Somervell;Barons,Lochin- 


| mar er fc 
ugh be the meangs opp 


= whole Sbiyn thought meet that corrain brethren Rs Edinboryh 
poanted to. concurre at all times with Goh perſons of , Parliament; necems, as. 


| Wench Councell,'as my Lord Regents Grace hatch nominate for ;; ,-, 


affaizes as-pertain 19:the-Kirk aud juciſdition thercof , and 
de deciſion of queſtions that may. occurre-in:the meanetime, 
is.Mcs-Jobn Knox , and John as 5 pres Miniſters of Edinburglv: 

The RegertendentaoE Angus, and Lothiane, David Borthuike, 
nas Mackcalzan, David Lindſcy Miniſter at Leich , George 

wt Rates: and Tohn Row at S.Iohnſtana. Edinburek 

ars.dire&ed fro the Aſſembly by their Commiſſioners, to the j,_.. '3 
ds, Bards ,viz.the Earls Huntly, Argylc;Caflels,Rothes, . 5A Zf, 
ateitband:Glencarne,tothe Losds Boyd , Drumond, ; 


yueÞ ar, Hetes , Yeſter, Cathcart, Mr.of Grahame, Flemin Let 


ring( 7 Fox ©; Salcon Glames, Oguvie, M.of Siriclare Gtay, 
arlicwShigef.of AirGlonurquher, Sic Is. i Hamilton, Boging- 
A endgert s Accor wg,Dunfermlling; Saſne 
Te Newton uraror yr nearer x ſhawingtherm that the affem- 
of hon time travelled both i inpublick and rivate; with 
ohio car craving of their honouts in gy” a 
Grit ts the Bvangell of falvation now once the liberal] 
mor (God refteredtothis Realie,night continue to all Ga 
peed ore And that for the fuxth and 
fe&. policie and: full Tiberty m wig; T be 
Kitk- within Scotland, 8&c. 
eK. Lord Regent, That his-Gtace would Edinburgh 
Grace courage with them M Tuly i. 1568 
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Melts of theCmerall Aﬀenpbller, © 7 
orif-they would nor publickly reaſon on the ſaid head, to reſor® 
tothe ſaid Commiſſioners, where rravell ſhould be taken to ſatiſ- 
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les fie'them; leaving ro them liberty alſo, before the heads. be recol- * 

| of IeQed and ordered in one body, to make argument,as they thinke +-+** 
the od againſt the ſame. IS CEN hes 

ad- "The. laird of Dun thought the head given to him obſcure. The 

Te. Afembly defired him to conferre with the remanent Commiſho. 

"at ners the morne at 7 houres, that he may be reſolved of the mean- 

in ng thereof. | if 

ro. *The Remanenr heads being prolix were thought good to be con- 

x- 9 traced in ſhort Propoſitions to be preſented to publick reading. ..: 

n tf Rel Sefs. 2 = 


ect | £j3. 2. 

+ The head committed to Mr. Andro Hay, -being read in face of- 

the Aſſembly, nothing was proponed againſt the!ſame, except the 
eicte/anent the ſuſpenſion of Miniſters, referred to further reafo 

ning: David Forguſone his part being read, the 18 article was re- : 
ferred;and nothing (rim agaitiſt the'reſt. The points committed Gb. 
toMts,Andro Hay, obert Pont,David Lyndeſay, nothing alled- 

-ged uct the contrarte,/ The heads committed to Mr.Iohn Craig read, 

"Ste things were defired to be contraQed , and others referred to 


ks # ” , : 
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whole fabours of 'the brethren taketrupon the marter, and of Nx 
t of thie policie being wholy read in publicke audience of | 
the Afſcmbly, it was thought expedient that their whole travailes' 
gid-work in this matter being now diſperſed, ſhould bevtevifed & >. 1. 
ped by ſome brethren, and digeſted and difpoſed in good and- R 
-enfivenicnitorder,to be thereafterprefented to the Aﬀembly; Arid: | 
-- fotthar cffe& the Aﬀeribly appointed the' brethren Mrs, Tames 
- Lowſone; Androw Metvill; Iohiri Craig, George Hay; to 'conveene / 
ongunbice to apporntthe houres and place thereto, and toremaine 
Er ws while the marter he brought my an _ And inthe-meane- _ 
time; if ir pleafc any tore with them in the'marter ; to hianehh . © 


We, Babe oo ard 
71 >Commiſſioners' dire&ed from this: Aſſembly to the Regents 
Grace for informing his Grace anene the travels 'of the Kirk in 


- oP 
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- 

; the matterand argument of the policie , returned, and reported, 

' his Grace Hhked 'yelt of - their travels ,- and” labours they 

tooke- in that matter, requiring expedition ,.. and hafty ontred / 
: Sefs. 9- 


* HIRE bd i, go = | ; 

."Ths brerhcen appointed to colle& the heads of the policie pre-,/ 

ſence@of before', reported the on, gathered and colleRed ig” _. 
| 3 orghls . / 


_ +> 


' FEW 0 "44 
* Sod Rs 


4 h 44% 
. CIR ENR $a 45, $6 a ER 
VE - > 4 5: 88 Rep : Ea es Sat 
, dS, F 34> 5 
ws wa $4. - A ? JE > F 94.4.4 
| T DG ES & 5 PRE FL & b 5 
F $Os I - _ Fe 8 Io. + bY VA FE ? - 3. & EN ITY #. oY: wE T) 
4 +» de ICS : Py 0G ” L F - > 7 3 ag 0; + 4 4 s 
Co E —_ SO. + \ 4 - BG. p g 6 4 
Wo OE TIP... 4 fy £ E / f 
py Yet 7 Ye! 4 - & FY < : « 5 
®' £5; =; Xt 1&3 4 : ; * þ £ % FP. . 4 s \ 4 by i a $5 « £4 0 [ Fry 74 
4 4 , "<>" uS wr) 5 s A 
: Mo $0 q S. EEE To Fe 6,1 "as 
*%, . o 
4 n 
- x 3 4 
. L bs C PT 
L Maker 33% 
» 


PA. RR ar aegumogt ac-Co-pPRpone, talk Fry thereto. 

IEEE ES ; 

+ 80: ts; r - 

ph 1% ina as nothing was we Lang the con- 
ELC$0- .' 


« ho erent ſatisfied. As fo the 

har” eo three _—_ Ganding: Fr commnerſis, and diſputed in #6- 
 #rqmgueprariems yer further dil Paparion £ afcryes. to tbe gharne 
to any man,that o__ ro take - e gh 0 oo O_ upon mp ak 

tho heads, Bocauleithe matter 1 ic-of £ 
irke; ts ons by the brethren, is.adt ; Fe In, ek rs forme 

as 1s —_— ſundry things arglaxgely intreated, which would 
be manc{ummarily handled, others-xoquired.;f 

orrecolloting thexeofy,and purtingthe ia: 
formeand for. ing of ſapent od ob 
tialls being keps,the AM > #: bath. 
ved brethrenMrs, R.Fonhand: Lanes roo 
nog in-che'premilſes, And ta tho: bay 22 

beter Doples Soda: the; 

ſomblys vic is; arda _000: iL 

O&obzr next to:come, e Aﬀecmnb Ke | 
the Laird of Dan, Mrs. Alexander Arbutbio , | 

Cop, vir Hays pf Hoy, abu Rows 
Dankg/ane,to-affemble. and convene, t Me. 19. 0-0, 
next. Edinbuaegh>:to:revide and confi oh travels. | 
brethten, that the ſame inay be the more adviſed cr tinlivs fro 1 
lickly,as.is ſayd;. In the mean tine ſuch 5 to.rcaſon in the, 
matters torhaiveacdefle tothe laid brethren. And likewiſe ordatr, 
nedahe viſigours 6f aduatvics, 40 make intimation tothe 
that:the. faid york is in hands and: to! be treated, in - anne 
groneall convention” deſiring their -preſence.. A EQCHTNODES: 


Edinburgh Becauſc the:caarter of che palicie and juriſdihion of ths Kink: 
Odob. 25, commrnitted to the recolleQing,forming, and diſpoling of 'cettain- 
E577: Mn now preſented by them them, was thought expedient to 
be ndedand inreated hs morncafierihe; reading. of che 
generall-headsrhercof: Lhe whole brethren were xequired 10 ad+: 

viſe-with themſelves; if they-foitnd any vehophieadas cedlarie 10 be 

' .. _ difpntcdthem thoſe, and'ito fignifie_'theſamg: whly the. 
>, morne.. My Lord Regents grace defixedthe _ 19 proceed - 

$ Y forward earneſtly in the PEngRL they were labourigg,and, 

20 put the ſame to an end. co \\. 
A Thercft of this day being) conſumedinaxamin pr PEche foy- 
A | Sako ugantlopalicge,cc ntFLNVEhue 432the wakes } 
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Kirkethe fame argument was ot- 
ineſtobe followed our the morne, ſo farreas time may- ſerye 


"The hendyof-the policie and juriſdiftion of the Kirk being Edinburgh 
wholly yi read,and thought good that the fame ſhould be preſente Ottob, 25+ 
to my Lord Regents 4 as agreed upon by reaſoning, among 1577» 
8he breeheen, ſaving the head de Biaconatugyhich is ordained to be 
ven inwitha noreghar the:ſame is agreed-upon bythe mot patt 
affembly without prejudice of further reaſoning, to the-et- 
{ee that the ſayd heads may be put-ax mundo , difpoſedand fer 3n 
| ToRIÞr, urcord arcordinptoithe mindofthe- Aﬀemb y, The afſem- 
tilled Mes. James Lawſon Robert Pont, David 'Einifayand 
Cleve vf the! 'afferably to labour with diligence therern, .and 
iebeing pur mnande by hen according.torhe original to 
and roviſed;by fon Dwnkeſon; David Forguſon, the Lairdof 
Mir. Titties Carmichael, and Jobw Brand , and being: fecn- hy 
Þ + BR ookitin netto the ſayd: ovigmail, ro be prefenced by the-fayd. 
a. time Lowfon vbeer Pom, 'and Dabid-| ther warh 
| arion penned andeclivered:to them by ay embly un- 
PE'eney LOtd. Hors nome T6 .conferenceand reaſoning 
Et eſaith heads -preſented to his grace, 
ape aedaeLand of Dun., Mr. Patrick A- 
. AndroiMelvill, 


eralb affembly!hath thoughtim meet, ahat Zdinburgh b 
nds elk by emi upon thepolicic, ſhall-be prefented to «April. 24 
+ "#7 L9pe 1pone acne 5 Pe Caouncel,itwasfound meer 1578. 
Fo ;tore the copies thereof were delivercd, they: ſhould: be:yer 
view cy mr "TS by Mrs. Robert. Point, James Lowfon, and 
BEE cing:written over, accordingto. :the original), 
dei ietatihy them to his Highneſfe , with 
r e&:by them 10 that :effeft, and ,angther co 7 
ww. 5 coourſels. The ttime to :bec:at the diſcretion-of + 
faiya brectionny foir beibefore the genecrallfaft.. And in cafe So. 
tnceanid reafoning:be aravedupon the fayd beads, the afſem- 
nominated/Mcfobu Craig, Alexander 4rbuthuot.the Laird 
O Dun , Wiltian Chriſteſon, John Rot, David Eorgufon, Robtrt | 
Pan; James Lowfon,David bindfay, lohu-Dnikefon, Andro Metvil,,” . 
Wudro: Hay, lanee-Craig, to-concurte amd convenc.at ifuch jimess 
4-H 35k \#PPO " 


Gum I Þ & & wv RE 


—, 


f = and how fatre Mines may 'meddle wich civil af- 
ks RG they.may vote in Counſellor Parliament. ..- "| 
hk - It was required,that if any brother had = reaſonable doubt, 
3.--0t'a eto proparis anent [the head de Niaconur, thar; hee 
*  thouldteready the motne toaffer his cealons,where hee hall bee 
 'heard ap drefolved.: 
© "Accondingrothe arknencs made yeſterday," all pores that 
reafgnable:doubt, or argument: to.-propone againſt the 
Bead of the policic, were I 4g ARA the fare, Aid-none 
ondary ent tothe contrary<. 7» -:;:.-7 
| Calf Ad axe. of the Kirk Guding wabyertill corrupt 
Bae whole cſtares, "dg fu anodes rat old 
:nefle and flacknefſeiin teligiony int the atrof ofeſ: 
cſors of the ſame; withthe: daily:increale 0 prop |-kinde of: fearfy 
2 finnes'and cnormitics; a5faceſt, adulceries, murthers,; and.name! 
recently: in Edinburgh,and Sealing, curſed feeriloge: 
ſedition and-dividion withinitbe: bowels. of the-R 
leo enough 
-H ; | patientz t 
< ral 9 — 
- of the land; and hamely by! e penurie n 
5 > toyned with the hut and-ineeftine Crng, -whereurte 


oubrlefſe greater judgements miſt ſucceed; if theſe his. cotreRti 


\ ONS waz" no reformation nor ameridment in.meris hearts;. Seeing 


- alſo the bloudy concluſions of theicruell councells:of that Romat 
beaſt, tending to.extetmine; andraſc fron the face of all-Europ 
::the.truetighr of the;bleſſed word. of ſalvation : for thele caſes 
and thar of his merciewould blefſe the-Kin for hneſſc,an 
his regiment, and-wake him'to have a happy and-protperous gc 
Vemmons, as alſo to put in his ;Highnes heart, and T theihearts c 
his noble Eſtates of Parliament, not onely-to make and- eſtabliſ 


| Ll politick-lawes forthe weale-and/good government of thi 
ealme;'butalſo:toſerandcſtabliſh ſuch a policie,and diſci -_ 


-- inthe Kirk, asis cfaved in theword of God, and is contain 


| nned already to-be preſented to his Highnes,and Councell, the 
- anthe one,and'the.other, God may have his due praiſe , arid-tht 


- the age-to.come an example of upright arid godly.dealing- There 
ford eie Aſſembly hath bg the AQ Preceding: On; te 
vþex ifely keeps irjall Lat vival; 
Of raſmuch as:inthe aſſembly commiſſion was given ro cer 


, taine brethren to prelcnttothe KingsHighnes and ge 
cad 


at hisarmeitnhbis: correRand: viſire the inj Irie 
7 and: 
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: por of the rens proceedi 
that according to their camflion 
eg Fople of I the heads of BY Pt ies 


og ms chon 


Nabil; © WE canvened, viz. my Lord why, 8 core the Earle Ofob. 29. 
: NAMrres- my. Lord Seataun, my. Lord a» it was ex- 1578 
Qned ad. wen to me. by bed rake [: 


iris 'P Gr 

"anc ieand drawn 

41 Ws bh. 2 Diſc 
Ir lenced _— 


ole pereſion. certaine 


AST ane _—_ wo wy © labour at 
Feng nh —_ hands, fox an-anſwes;tothe heads follow- 
2, 10 wit, That his Grace and Councell will eſtabliſh. a heads 
6 Pale PACO ACNERR already reſplved and. agreed upon by the 
JONEHSs and cauſe fuch others as, were.nat fivally 2- 
: 46 Fon ot. be reaſoned,and purie an endapd thar.his: Grace and 
| pnefon will reſtore to the Kirk the a& of Parliament Concer» 3g 
200m She Thards * And that.none yoieinthe Parligmentin name ,_ 
i the Kick, exccpr ſuch as ſhallbave commiſſion. from. rhe biel HF 
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| DE Sand ſooner exped, 

ordſhips wi | uch time convenient therc- 

quem beft ſpare, that fuch of the brethren as ſhall _ 
thereto, may wait-upori their: Honors. Hereunto the 
Ableeen Aafvered,thars part” af themn/had made a publick - 


gr 7 efion of i rhjs rehgion: before ,:; res now they declare 
a” | ethe. religion preſently 'proft within this Realine, 


*andthat thi) ſhall:maibtaine the ſame to their-power. As to'the 
reſt r hit good, the Kingand his councelt be ſuired;and bees 
Thall mſiſtyirh,rhe kingfor anſwer thereto. The time to' that' 
 fe&rhey ſhall-norifle'tothe " Aﬀembly che morne 1 
'Thar becauſe ih the Jaſt egnferen fg rave FY "Sterling: By bis 
Graces command 'conecernirg the e Kirk;cortaine Ar- 
'* ricles rheteancnt remaine- yer unfjelaly Nic A ms 


' :conference,therefore the? 


ons unſporte&of ſuch RE hoy 4 "ww 


- The queRion beitig aobphje . 
the generall-afſembly ancac'a par br Sitet 60 xr $1206 ry ere- 
Qing of Presbyteries in places where publick: exerciſe isvſed, un- 
to 3 timethepolicie of the kirke' bee eſtabliſhed by law. "Ix 
_is-anſwerts'that the exerciſe may bee judgedto bee a x Presbys 
rerie, | 

An Article ropoutided by the Coth ioners of the kirk to hiv. 
Majeſtic and Touncell, that the booke of: policie may bee efta- 
bliſhed by an a& of 'privie Councelh whilea parliament hee had, | 
at which it may be.confirmed: 

Foraſmuch as travells habeex: weaken: inthe forming'of the 
policie of the kirke , and divers\ſuirs made to the Magiftrare for 
approbation thereof, which alþeit- hath not: yer alecriths hap- 
py.effe&, which good od njen'would* craye,fyet thit the poſtcritie. 
ſhould judge welt of the'preſent -agez and ofthe meaning of the 
kirk, the afſembly- hath concluded, that the booke hogs 
agreed to-in divers: Afſembhes- before, ſhould 'bee jag a” 

mongft the Ates of che Afſemblies, and remaine therein'ad 
p irony) memoriam.” And- the Copies- thereof ''ro bee-t 
7 EVE Profbyzerie, ;OE the: which, booke the Tenour' folly- 


''Forias- axchas: 2 iochttialive; chat theword of God cannor be 
7 hey inthe owneinceticis,. Without che holy Diſcipline bec had 
in 
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nodſtrvance. It is'therefore by common'conſent of the whote! 
brethren,)atid Commiſſioners preſent, concluded, that whoſoever 
Hart borne (office in the minifterie of. the Kirke within” this 
-Realme;or that-preſently bzares, or ſhall hereafter beare office 
berein, ſhall be hag by every -particular Presbyreric where 
their refidence 1s, ro'tubſcrive the heads of diſcipline of rhe kirk 
-pf this Realme, ar length ſer downe and allowed 'by att of the 
-whaleafſembly, inthe Look of policie,which is regiſtrar in the aC- 
ſembly bookcs, & namely the heads 6rroverred by enemies of the 
diſcipline of the reformed Kirk of this Realm , betwixr and the 
-nek&r Synodall Aſſemblies of the provinces, under the paine of 
Excommunication to. be executed agaitift the non-ſubſcrivers,and 
'the/Preſbyrerics which ſhal'be found remiſſe or negligent herein, 
to receive publick rebake of the whole' Aﬀſernbly. And to the 
-ef&theſayd Diſcipline tnay- be knowne,as it ought to be, ro the 
whole brethren, It 1s ordained that the Moderator of cach Pref- 


; | optoric ſhall receivefrom the Clerke of the Afſembly, a copie of 
WH "the layd booke underhis ſubſcription, upon the'expenſes of the 
. WW Þresbycerie, berwixt and rhe fixft day of September next to 
F ; dro the pain to be openly-acculed'in tacc of the whole 


; : - 

- MW avs of the genera}l Aſſembly,be kept as well in Angus and Mer- 7ul 
- WW a,a5inall other parts. | | | 

- Aites conzerning the Adverſavies of 

Y 1E . Diſcipline. 

C. G2 <4 £9 


* It is to be marked, that ſuch as adhered to Papiftrie, Were enemies both 

* Wl © #oireformation and Diſcipline, and ſuch as embraced the true religi- 

= - whether Kirkmen or other profeſſors, and yet poſſeſſed the Kirke 

r i  7ents, Were not onely unbeartie friends, but under colour, and in pols- 

 M-: £964.45 great hinderers, xs lovers of the benefices and livings belong- 

>. Wh -#12 40 the ſervice of God. w_ : 

0 ©: A Lexander Gordon being Biſhop of Galloway, is no otherwiſe Edinbargh 
al © A edknowledged by the Aſſembly in reſpe& of ſpirituall fun- /uly 39. 
.. __;-  fion,then as a private man voyd of Iuriſdiftion: & therfore 1563+, 

ny [he.and the: reſt of thatſotr, -are not fimply ſet down by cheir title 

- I Of Biſhop, but by a note as it were of degradation, ofÞ called) ro __ 
; Ait,by cuſtome,but by noright, ; Tt 2/17% 5 ef: his 

ie ND -Thelayd Mr. Mexander Gordon withoutrefpe& to his place, or;Dew) 

4 | Silhgggicke, is incolled after: the Superintendents, and i gy6 

Pl $9:214 7-2. * D3- thus : 
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The Aſſembly ordaines, that the diſcipline contained in the Edinburgh 
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Fe arc » and is there ſer for the Superintengencie bf: Dunftice, 
: rd arCaill and Galloway, and gets:commiſſion to preſent Mini- 
ers, Exhorters,and Readers, for planting of 'Kirkes,,: and to'doe 
ich other things as hath bene heretofore accuſtomed. BY. 
*S.Tohnfton. _. Mr. Alexander Gordon, named biſhop of Galloway,wds'remo- | 
June 25, _ Yedout of the Afembly , andaccufed by the'Eaird: of: Gairles ; 
1563, his excuſes-were not found altogetherrelevant, and therefore the 
Aſſembly appointed order to be raken anent the matter complai- | 
ned upon... LICE EW | | 
| The Afemblic ordained commiſſions to be' given to the Bi» 
ſhops of Galloway, Orknay and'Catnes,for the ſpace of aycre af« 
ter the date hereof, to plane Kirks,&c; within their own'botinds, 
and that the biſhop of -Galloway. hannt,, as well the Shirefdome 
of Wig FORD, a3 the Stewardie of Kirkubright,' ceckotied within 


Fbidem. 


Tie 4 4 - 


_ It yas, then ordained', that-when atiy- benefice ſhall chance to 

vake , or is now. vacant, that a:qualified perſori be-preſented ro rhe 

Superintendent. of that Province, where the benefice vakes,; arid 

that he being {ufficient he admitred-Minifter to that Kirk which 

isde rags Paſtor, that ignorant Idiots be not placed in ſuch 
| ropmes; by them thar are yet ce lled Biſhops; and are-nor. . 

Ihiden, = Mr:Roberr Dont complained'upon the Biſtiop of Dunbiatis, 

that the Taid*Biſhop lately {aid , and caufed ſay Maffe in Dun- 

|  blane, contrary to the tenor of the A& made thereanent,8&c. 

$bidem, Remember to make ſupplication to the-Queehtey Majeſtic and 

her Councell, for remitring the thirds, or any part thereof to the 

Biſhops, that are eleQed by the. Kirk, ro be Commiſſioners to 

; plant Kirkes within their bounds. | 

Thidem. A ſentence of vnquhile Iathes B.-of Rofſe;commiſlioner to wi- I! 

quhile Tames' Archb.of. Santandroes; pronounced againſt Iames IF 

Hammiltoun of Kincavel, was declaced wicked, ungodly; and 


: wranguſly led, _ . - | A 
Edinburgh _ Biſhops, Abbots, Priors, and other-perſones beneficed, being of 
Decemb. 2.5. the Kirk”, who receive teinds and awaite+ not on the flockccom- 
IS66- mitted to their cure,nather preſent themſelves to the Generall Aſ- 

fembly, are. ordained-to 'be ſumriohed by the Supermrenderts to 
compeire at the next generalll Afſembly'; to give their afliftahce ,' 
and counſell inſuch things, as appertaine to Chriftian Religion , 


| and preaching.of 1h true word-, and futther to know the Ocdi- |. 
2 hs. - Janes 'of the Kirk tp:be made thereanent;. - © | p 
es 0 FOOT dam, called B.of Ofknay,and commiſſioner, was accuſed; thit ll © 


7 Decent 2c. he being Bale A enigen theroome of a Ma- it 


LU 25674 piftrate in the ; his ſheepe wan withouta paſtor,atd I * 
ES . retaines 
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76h bentficegand placed him as Minifter in thofe | 
Cirl dos nll that be ſotemnized the?miartiageof the Queen; and | > 
"Paclesf BothWell-:&6:and for the ſaidruuſes was deprived; 
Aletnder called B.of Galloway;commiſfioner;accuſed thathe Chidens,” 


kick norvifieed; theſe three:yeerts by gone;or thereby,his Kirkes 


O- | 

$3 within'Bis charge; that lie hath/piven bimſelfe over altogether to 
he WE habrthe Court; aid cleane left'the office of viſiting; atid planting 
= the 'Kitkes , arid Hath neW procured ro be one of the Seflion, and 


privie-Councel, which cannoragree with the office ofa Pafforoer 
+» W- Diſhop; and alſo hath'refignted Inchſchaffray in favours of a yong 
fo WY <hild; arid fer: divers kinds in few. Compeiring, gone publick- 
s, 1f that he. had offendedin alt things were laid'to his charge. And 
he tecrtaitie confiderations the Alſewbly continted him fill, wh- 
in till :the text Aﬀfſembly:;, vpen certaine conditions of his diligence 


WINE | ; | 

-Notmrat onghit ten bn mn the patrimony of the Kirk , Edinbargh 

without'doing of their di p { ſervice. And becauſe it is known 7uly 1, 

*that tHEre ate THALy of thit Humber;to who God hath-given ſuch 1568. 
swhet og ey might eve grenthy in the Kirk of God, 

ht ticceſſaric; thatadtmonitfons be made by rhe whole 


d 1955 


firth443 brook benefices; that they apply themſelves 


&, p'ro al he givetito them by God;and as the Kirk hall 
=  theth 4ble/f& emer inthe Miniſterie-, and continuerherein, 


And beeduſe"alf- the faid! perſons are not preſent ro heare rhe 


ad voice of 'the-Affe any by, Itrs ordamed, that Superiritendentsand 
he & Conmificners, that all be appointed for hat ny and vifiting 


ro {Ef Ritkts; pEthe fartio ad monitions/particularly ro the ſaid/per- 
fons withinthemr:boufids, requiririg them in name of the Afſem- . 
3. I 699/t6 be atche riexr genierall Affembly;8&c. | Zo 
es © Alf Acticle prefeiited'to my Lord Regents Grace, bearing, that Toidens, 
ad I it is thought very unreaſonable that the Papiſts, enemies ro Gods 
Kytk; and this Cornitmon-wealtb, and others: ,- that labour rior in 
of Il #bc Minifterie, ſhall poſſeſſe freely , without impofition,the two 
n- ; -"hes the beriefites, ahd'the Kirk, which labours, ſhallnotpoſ-: 
the chieds> 1 fo dnt 
?THeB-- of Otkndy reſtored apaine, and Mr. Iohn Row'appoin- Tbidem. 


©O F-ted Commiſlioner of Galloway. | 
'  Ordaitics Alexander Gordane ſowetimes Commiſſioner of Gal- Edinbus gh 


1; © oway to repaife' to the next Generall-Afembly of rhe Kirk, to July 5. 
"*nfwere ro ſach Go as'fhall be laidto his charge, &c. and'in 156y. 
*r Ge Wea time inhibires bim'to uſe any funRion within the Kirk Ry”. 
of God, conform to ghe AQ madeagainft him the 8 of Iuly 1568 
4 | ie! General Aflewbly. | | | | if 
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©: Adath Biſhop of [Qrknay way: accuſer! far yor fulfilling of the 


Lo Jhiden. 1 indions appointed to bun;by the Aﬀern; in the e.of Iuly 1568 
Be Sterling. © Adarniof. tlenay: 'boing cf dro the office of a, 'Biſhoprick, 
Os w It 


| gc and romoted to the profites therof , and fuffered by the Kirk, 


cceives charge to preach .the, Evangell, to be: alſfp Commiſſio- 
- ner of the-Country of ; Orknay, which. he received, and exerciſed 
Faracertaine .ſpace., 'while now! of! late he made a Simoniacall 


_ change with-the Abbacie of behyudbous alrhongh yor brooking 


. - the-narne; and tiled Biſhop of the. ſame contrary to all-lawes | 


- both of 4God-and man, made againſt Simonie. Secondly, he di- 

mitted his curein the hands of an unqualified perſon, withour the 

"_ conſent of the Kirk, leaving the flock deftiturewithout a thep. 

- heard, whereby not onely ignorance is increaſed, bur alfo:moſt a- 

- boundantly all vice and horrible crimes there are commitred,as the 

--gumber of 699 perſons, convit of Inceſt, adult I and fornica- 

tion, beares witnes. Thirdly, he hath given himſelfe daily to the 

exetution of the funtion of a'Temporall;I aS'to be a Lord 

--of. Seflion, which requires the whole man, and ſo rightly in nai- 

.' ther can he exercife both: And tiles himlelfe with'Romane titles, 

. \as Rovecent father in God., WHICH Pravgines to no Miniſter of 

_"Cheiſt Teſus, nor is given te any of them) in;Seripture, Fourthly , 

- n great; hurt, and defraud of the/Kirk , he hath bought all -& 

;' thards of the Abbacie of balyrudhaus,at leaſt, he bath made Si- 

Mmomiacal change therof withthe rents of Ocknay, Fichly,he hath 

- {eft the Kirks, partly unplanted , and partly planted,bur deſtitute 

_ of proviſion. Sixtly, {ome of the Kirkes are ſheepfolds,and ſome 

- of them ruinous.. Seyentbly, he hach traduced both publickly 8 

- privatly the Minifters of Edinburgh,ablented hiraſelfe from prea- 

Bdiburep <Di9g inthat Kirk, and from cocewving the Sacramencs, 

web Excommunication diredud aeaind Pacrik called B. of Murray 

dubs. 1570. to be executed by M. Rebert Pont-Commiſlioner their, with the 
Edinburgh: aſſiſtance of the Miniſters of Edinburgh. . ... 103 a 

ide. c. R, Robe Brof Catnesto afliſt Iohn Gray of Foxdel in viſiting rhe 
. &ITKES LACTE. "i" 5 F Ne; -- 20:1 

Edinburgh Iohn biſhop of Santandroes: accuſed , fir thathe bad ;gi- 

<Ang.s, Yen 2 benefice to Mr. George Lauder ſuſpe& of  Papiſtye. 

- 2573. © 2+ thathe ovetſ{aw adultery ini Bruntyland. g.he fuffered M,Mag- 

= nus Hulcio lye uncontrouled under old adulterie. 4. that he vi 

ted 'by others, and not by himſelfe. 5.thar in his defaul; the exer- 

.Ciſe of Santandroes was likely to decay. , 6.. that; ſach as had of- 

fFended-in Lowthian, he receives in Santandrots,;' aud admits ſome 

2 to funQion in.the Kirk,thar are notable,-and'untried chiefly ſuch 

"I. . . as. comeout of Lowthiane, and Mers:.. ::; +: 444 3 
M The whole Aflembly heares that he hath rexcived che da 
=» iſhop, 
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- ;not uſed the offite of a Biſkiop;within his bounds 24; Janis 
ick, etwizethe Earle of . Argile and him anenr the profires of the Bi Dunkell, * 
fio- prick; 'he is Culp5R of perjurie. in receiving the ſame Biſhop- . . - 
fed he gives acquittances., and the Earle receives the 


liver of the biſhoprick. 


Fbidem, 


cal | =ny 
_ .Alexander:Gordoun B.of Galloway accufed : 1. that he in» 
ves truled, Himfclfe in tbe office of the Miniſterie ,. within the burgh 
di. of Ec ern; ah 2. he'perſwaded and entyced the people to rebell 
the WW againſt. our Soveraigne Lord : 3. he tefiiſed to pray for our Sove- .,. 
ep- rgpe ed» approing another Authoritie » 4. being forbidden 
vl by t e Generall Aﬀembly to have any intromiſſion with the Pa- 
the WI tiſhoners of, Halyrudbous,, he compelled them to receive the Sa- 
ca. 8 <rament ,; then abuſed by him within:Edinburgh cauſing his pre- 
che MY t<£nded:Baillies,and the men of warre, to compell the ſaid poore 
»rd ll people <5, Being fivorne by his ſolemne oath, for due obedience 
2i- WH £2 0urSoveratgne Lord, and his Graces Regent, and authoriry, 
les, Ln uis-{aid oath, by-fitting in pretended Parliament for diſpof- 
of Ming of our ſaid Soveraigne Lord of his royall crowne, and au- 
ly, <o iry: 6. apenly in Pulpit ,. he,gave thankes for the laughter- 
« WI & Matthew Earle of Lennox', of. good  memorie ;;'(faying 
Si- es was; Gods' tnoft juſt judgement}, and' exhtorted' the peo-. 
ach :T "doe the ſame : 7. thar He was aperverter ofthe people, not 


only before.the reformation , bur alſo divers times ſince. Te was- 
concluded , that he ſhould make publique repentance in Sack- 


fth three ſeverall Sundaies; firſt,in the Kirk of: Edinburgh ; ſe- 
ONLY 2.in F ayrudhous ; thirdly,in the Queenes Colledge,under 
the paine bf Excotmmunication, © 


A LE) 


Ay thy OTA VOOR 1 > » | 

| ads. praponed. by my Lord Regent to the preſent Aſſembly ,. 
_ whereor 0 rrp th Ay Lord Re ents Gris mindes,that _ 
he convenient diligence qualified perfons-ſhall be promoted rothe 
A Di opricks now. vacant , the delay wherof bath not beene in his 
-_ > Grace hjs defaulr., but by reaſon fome entrefle was. made: 
4 eſe livings, in favours of certaine noble men before his ac. 


ation. of the Regiment; yet his Grace 1s- perſwaded, that: 
fed perſons ſhall ſpeedily be preſented , and in caſc of fail-- 
will nor faile without the others. knowledge and conſent to. 


h 
p 


r= ; 
 {Prcient. | | 

i | The dmbly hath concluded, that the IurifdiRion of Bi--Zdinbu;gy, 

hops in their Eccleſiaſticall FunQion ſhall nor exceed the Iu- Mar. g,.” .. 

ifdie on of Superintendents, which heretofore they have 1573. _ 


Wars, id preſent y fave, and that they ſhall: willingly bee- 
ſubje&&zo the Diſcipline. appointed by the Generall Aflembly ,. 


4 
"4 
_ vt 


ay,Cletke:to the ſecret Councell, preſented certain Ibidch,. | 
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Tbidem, - * General 


ag or 


againſt rhe ſayd officcand name "W234 of 
Ibidem, Anent ado propo dy ;2a. ne 5 
$58 —_ ou -: _ they. are.now. oy vos rappoin 
e wor xOr-not-% QF - 
ting of them in this reformed, kirk, ſ 
.the generall aſſembly. of the kirk Gn cieneg » Mr. Jobn Cri 
| ſter at at. Aberdein, Mr. lames Loſon , Min niſter ar Toke rghs. 
Mr. Andro-Melvil, principaltof the Sk of DT on | 


one:part, Mr, George. Hqy, commiliion! ines 

Miniſter of Pea "and MoDawd / iſter, ld on 

y. -, otherpart,to onlYenes jog and.co ein . up9n ; Ya. dba hs ih 
Es 0n,and to. report Fheir Judgernents an: opinion ereupon,to 
_ | aſſembly before the diflo olving rherof, if WP oo. — berwixt 

and the ſame. 


They think it not expedient Vi _—_ TT erty fa: the 
i 


_ WEN firſt queſtion, but ifany Biſhop th both po Jygh 
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+ Phe points wherein they agree concerning the 0ffiee © 
4 7 " of '& Biſhop or Superintendent. 
|, the name of hep iscommon to all them that hath any 
gar Har flock, over the which he hath a peculiar charge , as we 
zpreach thie word, as to miniſter the Sacraments, and ro execute 
the Ecclefiaſticall Diſcipline, with conſent of his Elders. And this 
* his chiefe Fun&ion By the word of God. 
*-Durof this number may be choſen ſome to have power to viſie 
fuch reaſonable bounds, beſides his own flock, as the Generall Af 
fembly ſhall appoint , and in theſe bounds to appoint Miniſters , 
with conſent of the Miniſters of that Province, and the conſent 
ef the Flock to whom they. be appointed. Alſo to appoint El- 
Yets and Deacons in every particular Congregation ,. where 
there is none, with conſent of. the people thereof, and to: ſuſ- 
end -—26mmA for reaſonable cauſes with-conſent of the Miniſters 
ſaid. | | 
» Biſhops being prefent rheir diligence is tryed;, and they are ac- Fdinburgh* 
cufed for wen of particular flockes., dilapidatioun: and other April. $,. , 
Faults. EE | 15760 
-Anent the advice and* opinion of the brethren given: concer- Jhideyy- 
Ring the queſtion moved anent_ Biſhops, the whole Aſſemblie , 
for the greateſt part, after reaſoning , and long diſputation upon 
——__ Article of the faid brethrens opinion , .and advice, reſolute» 
ty-affirmed, and 7 5 nv the ſame, and every article thereof, 
is is alſo abone ſer downe. : And to the effc& rhatthe ſaid Arrti- 
Slescondiſcended upon by the faid Afſemblic , may be the better 
Sallowed out,and readie execution may enfue chereupon,as apper- 


a 
* 


Haines; ordaines the Bifhops which hath not as: yet rece; ved the 

thargeof aparticular Cpogpagation , tocondeſcend the motrne z. 

Shatparticular flocks they will accept to take the cure of. ; 
$+For the more commodious viſitation of Countrics, there is ap- 1hidem: 
raves ſhire foure or five Biſhops, Superintendents,and 

Min nd articles of viſitation ſet down. 

4; Anent the demand of M:Andro _ parſon of Ranthrow, if: Jbidem;. 
veric Viſiter within his owne bounds hath like power, ,and juriſ- 

4iRion ro planr Miniſters, fuſpend, anddepoſe for reaſonable 

]auſc :- The Afﬀemblic reſolved affirmative, rhar they have alike 

awer and juriſdiion therein', as is contained in the particular Edinburgh: - 
ticles concerning the juriſdiftion of the Viſiters. ' edit 

"For a5 muck: as there is- great Wn in the eſtate of Bizhg73, 


Pe» 
LOH $4 


* 
of. $44 
- 1 
ot 


4 wet 3 IK ob 
#5 on Pa 0-4 we,» 4 _ 

F © 5 I PT” 2: 4 ? Ns 1 + 0 EIS 1 IT, 
5 Joke. I, : RR TY > ig CS 44 . 1 REY 4 Tr 
I" 4. op oe a - "% 4.4 Pa 3.2 Ci, / j I, 

- x « -£, #&@ xy F ” £ "> YH 4 , ” ; - 

: # © ”- 4» £ 6 4 
m__- 


SO 04r' oor es 
Y 7 t2 Fx 3 
4 _ & > L 
, 


__ © ſhops, as they are preſently nrade in this Realme , whereunto the 
_. Kirk would provide fome ſtay in 1: Stars». ſo farre as they 
miy., t6 che efc&rherfurther corupraon iny herc- 
Fore he Kfſembly buck concluded, thatine moce biſhops ſhall 
be elc&cd, or madeheereafter before the next Generall Aﬀembly 
of the Kirk , diſcharging all Miniſters and Chapiters to proceed 
any waycsin the cleQion of the ſaid Piſkogs40 the meanetimc, 

voder dic pars of perpernelt OO m their offices, 
-* Stirling. Iul. The AR above written extended to all times to'come , and all 
cr. 1578 Biſhops already eleQed required! to ſubtnit themlclves to:the Ge- 
nerall Aſſembly, concerning the reformation of the corruption 
of that eſtate , which fubmiffion the B. of Dunblanc willingly 

offered rothe Aﬀſembly. 


: Seſ... Fa: +294. 1v'Y 


* Oundic ful, For as much as the office of a Biſhop , as it is now ulcd, and 
12.1580. commonly taken within this Realme , hath no ſure warrant, au- 
Biſheps «5s thority, nor.good ground out of the Scriptures, but is brought in 

they are jud.. by the folly and corruption of mens inventions, to the great over- 

uslaw- throw of the Kirk of God. The whole Afſebly of the Kizkan one 
| fulll and diſ- voyce, after liberty given to alt men to reaſon in the.matter, none 
charged, opponing himſelfe in defending the faidiprerended Office: Findes 
and-declares the ſame pretended office viſit and termed, is above- 
ſaid, anlawfull in the ſclfe, as baving neither fundament, ground, 
nor warrant within the word of Gad, and ordaines,, That all ſuch 
perſons, as bruike or ſhall bruike hereafter che ſaid Office, ſhall be 
charged fimply ro dimit, quite, and leave of the ſame, as ari office | 
whereinto they are not called of God. And ſuch lie ro defiſt,and 

ceaſe from all preaching, miniſtration of the Sacraments, or uf 
any way the office of Paſtors, while they receive de novo adtmit- 
fion from the Generall Aſſembly, vnderthe paine of Excommu- 
nication to be uſed againſt them. Wherein if they be found dif- 
_ obedient, or contradif this 2& in any, point, - the ſentence of Ew- 
communication after due admonitions to bee executed againſt 
Synodall Them. And for better execution of the ſaid AR, Ic is ftature,that 
eAſſemblics a Synogall Aſſembly ſhall be holden in'every Province , where 
eppointed, any uſurping Biſhops are , and begin the 18- of Auguſt next to 
£, cone, where to they ſhall be called, and ſummoned by the Vitſi- 
| tors of the ſaid Countries, tocompeire before. their Synodall Aſ- 
femblics,and namely, the biſhop of Santandrocs, \\to:compeir in 

2 Saint Androes, The biſhop of Aberdene in Aberdene,The biſhop 

” "I mugs. of Glaſcow in Glaſcow, The biftop of Murray:in Elpyne.ro give 

"> pbedicnce to the ſaid AQ, whichit chey xefuletodioe , . Thatthe 
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the faid Synodatt Aﬀemblics ſhall appoint certaine brethren 6f 
their Miniſtery , ro. give then publick Admonitions out of the 
| ulpit » and warne them incaſe they diſobey, To compeir before 
zþe next generall Aſſewbly co be holden at Edinburgh, the 20 of 
'Oftabernext to come ,. to heare the fentence of excommunica- 
tion, pronounced againft rhem for their diſobedience. And ro this 
A& he B.of Dunblane agrecd ſubmitcing himfelfe to bee ruled 


ghereby- 


The Twelfth Parlament holden at Edinburgh, the 
*-» Fifth of Tune, the yere of God, 1592 yeares, by the 
..-right excclient, right high and mighty Prince 
- Tam»s theſixr, by the Grace of God, King of 
- Scorres: with adviceof his Three Eſtates. | 


"8 | ; * # 
Atifſo ation of thehiberty of the true Kirk: Of generals 
"and Synodatt Aﬀſemblies : of Prefbyteries, Of Diſ- | 
nid:1ce G4pMes . AV Lames of Idolatrie are abrogate ; 

01/447 ++ "Of Preſentation to Benefices, 

ET TS 1. {103-2 OP $1100 157 j 

FA. VR Soveraigne Lord and Eftates of this prefent' Parlia- 
Þ ment ;. following the laudable, and good example of their 
41, ....;Predecafſars.: bath ratified, and approved , and by the Te» 
paur of. this preſent AR) ratifies and approves all liberties, privi- 
edocs. immunities, and freedomes whattoever,given and granted 
by h Highneſfe, his Regents in his name , or any of his Predes. 
ceffours.. to the: cruc and holy Kirk prefently eſtabliſhed with- 
n.cbis Realme, and declared in the firft A of his Highneſſe 
Parliament the twenty day of Otober, rhe yeare of God 1579 
res. . And.all, and whatſoever Ads of Parliament,and Statutes 
ade, of before by his Highneſffe, and his Regents, anent the li- 
rty:and freedome of. rhe ſaid Kirk; and ſpecially the firſt A& of 
arlament, holden at Edinburgh,the tweury foure day of Ofo- 
ex, the yearc of God 1581 yeares, with the whole particular AQs 
ere mentioned : Which ſhall be as ſufficienr as if the ſame were 
ere expreſſed: and all orher Ads of  Partiament made f:nce, in 
vour. of the true Kirk , and fuch like , ratifics. and approves rhe 
neraft Aﬀemiblics appointed by the ſaid Kirk, and declaresthart 

Fbe lawfull ro the Kirk- and Miniſters every y-are, at che 

ridofrue ICI 24 and necefliie ſhallrequire 
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— 2 22:42 | 0 hakd and keeppenerall Ademblics > Providing that-the Kings 
Majeftie, or his bY Ire with them, ro beappointed by his 
Highneſle, be-preſent at ilk Generall Aﬀemblic,before the diffol. 
-ving thereof, nominate-and appoint time and place., 'when and 
wherethe next Generall Aﬀemblic ſhall-be holden; and in caſe 
neither his Majeſtie;nor his ſaid Commiſſioners be preſent for the 
time in thar Town,where the faid Generall Afembly is holden : 
Then and in that caſc it ſhal beleaſum to the ſaid Generall Aﬀem. 
blie by themſelves to nominate and appoint time and place,where 
I . the next Generall Aſſemblie of the Kirk ſhall be kept,8c holden, 
as they have been in uſe to doe-in times by paſt. And: alſo rati- 
| fies and approves the Provinciall and -Synodall Aﬀemblics to bee 
holden by the ſaid Kirk and Miniſters twice ilk yeare, as they 
have beeri, and preſently arc in uſe to doe within everic Province 
of this Realme: And ratifies and approoves the Preſbyterics;and 
articular Seffions.a pointed thy; the faid Kirk , ,with.the whole 
—_ and IuriſdiQion of the ſame Kirk agreed upon by his 
Majeſtic in conference had by his Highnefſe with certaine of the 
Minifters, conveened to thar effe&. Of the which Articles the Te 
 nourfollowes.: Matters tobe intreated in Provinciall Aﬀemblies; 
Thir Agemblics-are conſtitute for wy) ago eceflarie to 
beintreated by mutuali conſent, and afhiftance of brethren within 
the Province, as need requires. This Aﬀemblie:hath power to 
Handle,order, and redreflc allthings omitted or done amifle in the 
particular Afſemblics. It hath power to the officebcarers of 
thac.province,for good and juft cauſes deferving.deprivation;, And 
generally thir Aſſemblies have the whole power of the particular 
Elderſhips,whezcof they are colicted, Matters to be intreated in 
the Preſbytcrics. The power of the Preſbyrterics istouſe diligent 
Iabours.in the. bounds committed to their charge , that the Kirkes 
be kept in good order ; To enquire diligently of naughty and-un. 
godly perſons, andto travell te bring rhem in the way againe by 
Admonition, or threatning of Godgudgements, or by correQ&ion, 
Ic appertaines to the Elderſhip to rake-heed that the word of God 
de purely preached within their bounds, the Sacraments rightly 
auniſtred, the Diſciplineenter aincd,and Ecclcliafticaligo Un» 
corruptly diſtributed. Ir belongs to this Kind” of Afﬀemblics,' te 
cauſc the ordinancesmade by the Aﬀetablies Provincial; Watios | 
mall and Generall to be keptand put in execution, to make conftie 
rutions which concerne 79 Tpemy in.the-Kirk for decent order 


mn in the particular Kirk where they govern: Providing that they al- 
. ys 2ex no rules made by the Provincwl, or.Generall Af whics And 
I "2, Chatthey make the Provincial; Aﬀembijes; oreſaid +,PFLy1% fathe 
», rules-tbat they ſhall make; and.to, abokh conftitui 
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tht burtof che ſave. Ithath power-to excommunicate the ob ' 
Ninare, formal procefſe being led ,and due intervallof times ob= 
ſerved: "Anent particular Kirkes if they be lawfully ruled by ſuf 
Scient Miniſters and Seſſion they have power and juriſdifion in 
their own Congregation in matters Beclcfiaſticall. And decrees 
and declares the Aſſemblies, Preſbyrteries, and Seſſions, ILuriſdiQi- 
onand Dilcipline foreſaid, to be in-alt times comming, moſt juſt , 
good and godly in the ſelfe. Notwithſtanding of whatſoever Sta- 
xuces,;zAQes , Canons , Civill, or-Municipall lawes made to the 
contrary. Tothewhich,y and everic one of them 'thir preſents 
-make cxpreffe derogation. And becauſe there are divers 
Ages of Parliament made in favour of the Papiſticall Kirk 
tending to the prejudice of the libertic of the true Kirk of God 
preſently pr d with this Realm , Iuriſdiftion and Diſcipline 
thereof; which ſtand yer iin the bookes of. the AFecs of Parlia- 
ment notabrogated nor annulled : Therfore his Highnef: and E- 
ſtates foreſaid, hath. abrogared, cafſed, and annulled , and by the 
Tenour hereof ,,-abrogates, cafſes, and annulles, all Aﬀtes of Pars 
lament made by any. of -his Hignefle Predecefſours,, for mainte- 
mance of ſuperſtition and idolatry withall,and whatſoever Akes, 
Layes and Statutes 'made at any time before the day and date 
hereof, againſt the libertie- of the true Kirk, Turiſdition and 
Diſcipline thereof, as the fame is uſed and exerciſcd within this 
me. 


* Andiin ſpeciall, that part of the AM of Parliament, holden 
at Stirling, the fourth day of Novernber, the yeare of God 1443 


arcs , commanding obedience to be given to Eugenius the Po 
for the time : The A& made by King Iames the third,in his Par- 
Yament holden at Edinburgh, the:24 of Februarie , the yeare of 
God 1480 yeares. And all other Aes whereby the Popes autha. 
ritie is eſtabliſhed. The AR of King lemes the third in his Par- 
Kament holden at Edinburgh the 20 of November , the yeare of 
#469 yeares , anent the Saterday ,and othet vigils to be holy daics 
from Evenſong to gating, EE 
Item, that part of the Af made by the Queene Regent, in the 
Parliament boldenat Edinburgh the firſt day of Februarie , the 
© Meare of God 1551 yearcs,, giving ſpecial licence for holding of 
> | Palche and Zuill. Item, the Kings Majeftie and Eſtates fore- 
daid, declares, that the 129 AR of the Parliament holden at E- 
dinburgh, the two and rwenticth of May , the. ycarc of God 
3584 yeares, ſhall no waics be rejudiciall, nor derogate any 
cuing from the priviledge that God hath given to the ſpiritual OF 
| arers in the Kirk, concerning heads of Religion, marrers of 


E 3 Herckc 


and E 
tres: the As of the ſame Parliament holden at Edinburgh the 


_ Hereſie, excyttmunication, collation 7 or depbjation of Mini 
Rers, or any” fi 


having warrant of the word'of God, rem; out Soveraigne- Lord, 
es of Parliament fore-{aiJ, abrogares; eaflis, :andaunhi- 
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ck like effentiatt cenſures:, ſpecially grounded and 


faid yeare 1584 yeares, granting commiſſion to biſhops, and other 
Tudges, conſtirute in Eccleſiafticall.cauſes, to receive his Highneſs t 
prefentation to Benefices, to give collation thereupon,.and:te put L 
order to all cauſes Ecclefiafticall; which his Majeſtic, and'Eftarcs R 
aforefaid declares to be expired in the felfe,and ro be nult m'time 
comming, of none availe, force or<ff:&. And therefore ordaines | 
all Preſcnrations ro Benefices to be dire@to the particular Pref- 
dyreries in all rime comming, with full power to give collation Ml , 
” thereupon, and to put order toall-matters and cauſes Eccle- | 
fafticall within their boynds,' according-to the Diſcis 
pline of the ous pork rey, the foreſaid Preſby. 
teries be bound and aftrited, to receive 
and admit whatfocver- qualified 
_  Miniſter,preſented by his: 
| Majcſtic,or lai 
" * Parrvin = 
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ſuftentation , Eccleſiattitall diſtiplint, and pulicie f the 


THE 


T BOOKE 


'FIR'S 
mY OF DISCIPLINE. 


Ta the great Councell of Scotland now admitted to 
the Regiment, by the providence. of God, and by 
the common conſent of the Eſtates thereof, Your 
Honours humble ſ{ervitors and miniſters of Chriſt 

 Tefus within the ſame, wiſh grace,mercy, apd peace 

-- from Godthe Father of ourLord leſus Chriſt, with 

. the perpetuall increafe of the holy Spirit. 


Rom your Honours we received a tharge dated at Edin. 

burgh the 2g. of April,in the yeare of our Lord 1560. 
rrgniring and commanding ns in the name of the eternall 
Gad,as we will anſwer in his preſente, to commit to writing, 
andin u book deliver toyour wiſedomes our judgements tou- 
rhing the reformation of Religion which heretofore in this 
Realme (as in others) hath been utterly corrupted: upon the 
receit whereof (ſo many of #s as were in this towne) did con- 
vexe, and in unitie of minde doe offer unto your wiſedomes 
theſe ſubſequents for common order and uniformitie 10 bee 
obſerved in thif realme concerning dottrine, adminifrati- 
on of Sacraments election of Minifters proviſion for their 


Church ; AMoft humbly requirmg your Hononrs, that as 


J0u look for participation with Chriſt 1eſus, that neither ye 
Sd : | admit 


& > 


ther yet that ye ſhall reieft ſuch ordinances axequicie,inſtice, 
and Gods word do ſpecific: For as we will not bind your wipe- | 
domes to our indgements further then wee are abletoprove 
by Gods plaine Scriptures fd miuft we moſt humbly crave 
of you, even azye willanſwer tn Gods: preſence (hefore whom 
both ye and we. muſt appeare to render accounts of alligur 
fats) that ye repudiate nothing for pleaſure and affettion 
- of men, which ye be not able 10 improve by Gods written 
. and revealed word. | SN: a 

| The firſt head of doltrine; 


_ CO Eivg that Chrift Icſus is he whomGod the Father hath com- 
manded onely to bee heard and followed of his ſheepe , wee 


| *— Judge it neceſſary that his Goſpell'be truely and openly prea- 
= .ched inevery Church-and Afﬀembly-of this realme,.and-that all 
: doArine repugnant :to.the ſame,. be utterly repreſſed, as damnable- 
to mans ſalyation; po TY ON FIST | | 


A The explication of the firſt head. _. 
_s FF EST' thatupon this generalitic ungodly men take occaſions 
E | '_,fo cavill; this we adde for explication.. By preaching of 'the 
.. .. Goſpell weanderſtand not onely the Scriptures: of: the new 
Teſtament, but alſo of the old; to.wir,cthe Law,Prophers,& Hiſto= 
ries, in Which;Chrift Icſus is no lefle contained. in figure, then we 
have him now expreffed in veritie. And therefore with the Apo- 
ſtle-we affirme, that all Scripture inſpired of God is profitable to 
inftru&;to reprove, and to<exhorr. .In which bookes of ol4 and 
new Teſtawents,we affirme thar all thing neceſſary for the inftru- 
ion of rhe Chnrch,and ro'make the man of Gad perfeR; is con- 
tained and ſufficiemly expreſſed. Fi | 
By: the contrary. doQrine. we underſtand ' whatſpvever men by 
lawes, counſells,or conſtitutions, have.impoſed upon the conſci- 
ences.ofmen , withour the. cxprefſed commandement- of Gods 
word,ſu chas be the vowes-ofchaftitic, forſwearing of. marriage, 
binding oF. men and women to feveral and diſguiſed apparrells,to 
the ſuperſtitio us obſervation of faſting dayes, difference of meat 
| for conſcience. ſake; prayer for the dead, and keeping of ho! 
> daycsofcertaine Saints. commanded: by man, ſuch as-be all thoſe 
-» thatthe Papiſtshave invented, as the feaſts (as they" terme om 
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f che Apoſtles, Martyrs, Virgines,of Chri ſtmaſſe;Circumciſion, 
iphanie, Purification-, and other fond feaſtes of our Ladie 2 
hich things becauſe in Gods Scriptures they neither have com- 
Mandement-nor aſſurance , we judge them utterly to be aboliſh- 
6d from this Realme : affirming farther thar the obſtinate main- 
'rainers aud teachers of ſuch abhominarions ought nor te clcape 


#he puniſhment of the civill Magiſtrate. 


n+ The ſecond headof Sacraments. 
Fg3YO Chrift Icſus his holy Goſpell truely preached, of neceffi- 


"F ty it is, that his holy Sacraments be annexed, and truely mi- 

1 2 niftred, as ſeales and viſible confirmations cf the ſpirituall 
romiſes contained in the word, and they be two, to wir, Baptiſm, 

and the holy Supper of the Lord Ieſus, which are then riphily 

miniſtred, when by a lawfuli Miriſter the people, before the ad- 

miniftcarion of the ſame, are plaincly inſtrufted, and put in mind 

4 of Gods free grace and mercic, cft-red unto the penitcnt in Chriſt 
Jeſus: when Gods promiſes are 1chearſed , the endand uſc of Sa- 


" eraments preached and declared , and that in ſuch a tongue as the 
1-8 peovlc doc underſtand : when farther to them js nothing added , 
* i 4082 them nothing diminiſhed , and in their praQiiſe nothing 
changed beſides the Inſtitution of the Lord Iefus, and praQtife of 
his holy Apoſtles. - 


And albeit the order of Geneva which now is ufed in ſome of 
« WW our Churches , is ſufficien: ro inſtru the diligent Reader how 
b that both theſc Sacraments may be rightly miniſtred , yet for an 
s. mniformitieto be kept, we have thought good ro adde this as ſu- 
Je perabour.danr. | | 
el In Baptiſmewe ay nothing co be uſed except the ele- 
>- i ment of water onely { that the word and declaration of thepro- 
ol  miſes ought to preceed we have ſaid before) wherefore whoſoe- 
16 i © ver preſumeth in Baptiſme to uſe oyle, ſalt, waxe, ſpittle , conju- 
a- WH | cation and crofling accuſeth the perfe& inſtitu ion of Chriſt Iefns, 
- BH of imperfection. For it was voyd of all ſuch inventions deviſed 
by men, and ſuch as would preſume to alter Chriſts perte& Ocdi- 
Y I © nance you ought ſeverely to puniſh. 


1-8 © The Table of the Lord is then moſt rightly miniſtred when it 
d3 i approachcth moſt neare to Chriſts own a&ion. Bur plaine it is, 
6 BW that at Supper Chriſt Ieſus ſate with his Diſciples ; and therefore 
t0 By "doe we judge that fitting at a table is moſt convenient ro that ho- 
at ly a&ion , that bread and wine ought to be there , that thankes 
| ought ro be given, diſtribution of the ſame wade, and comman- 
16 dcment given that the bread ſhould be taken and catcn, and that 


all 
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all ſhould tikewiſe drinke-of the cup of wine, with dectaration- 
what both the one and theother is: Toe fppoſenco godly man will 
doubt: For. as touching the'damriable errour of the Papiſts who 
dare-defraud the common people of rhe one part of that holy Sa- 
crament, to wit, of the cup of the Lords blond, we ſuppoſe their 
errour to be ſo manifeft, that it needeth no confuration : neither 
yet intend we to confute any thing in this our fimple Confeflion.; 
\ Bur ro offer publick diſputation. to all that lift oppugne any thing 

affirmed by us.,*) 4 hn BO». - 4 

_ That the Minifter breake the bread aud diftrtbute the: ſame to 
thoſe that be next unto him , commanding the reſt, everie one 
with reverence and ſ{obrietie to breake with other, we thinke it 
neereſt ro Chriſts ation, and to the perfe& praQtiſe, as we reade 
in Saint Paul; during the which aRion we thinke it neceſſarie,that 
ſome comfortable 'places of the Scripture be read , which may 
bring tn minde the death of Chriſt Iefus., and the benefir of the 
fatne, 'For ſeeing that in that a&ion we ought chiefly to remem- 
ber the Lords 'death,. we judge the Scriptures making mention of 
the fame,moſt apt to ſtirre up our dull mindes then,and atal times. 
Let the'diſcretion of the' Miniſters appoint the places-to be read 
as they thinke good. Whar times we thinke moſt convenient for 
the adminiftration of the. one and of: the other. of theſe Sacra» 
ments, ſhall be declated in the policie of the Church. | 


 Thethird head touching the aboliſhing 
of Idolatrie, 


"N $ We require Chriſt Teſus to Le truely preached, and his he. 

"NJ Sacramenterightly miniſtred,,..ſo cannot ceaſe to require 

| Idolatry, with all monuments and places-of the ſame,as.Ab- 

beyes, Monkeries. Frieries, Nonries, Chappels.,. Chanteries, Ca- 
thedrall Churches, Chanonrics, Colledges, others then preſent] 

are Pariſh Churches or Schooles, to be utterly ſuppreſſed in all 

bounds and places of this Realme (except onely Palaces, Manſi- 


ons,and dwelling places adjacent therero,with Orchards and Yards 


of rhe ſame) as alſo that idolatrie may.be removed from the pre- 
ſence of, all. perſons of what eſtate. or-condition that ever they be 
within this Realme. | | 
. For let your Hononrs.afſuredly be perſwaded, that where ido- 


latry is maintained , or permitted , where it may. be ſuppreſſed, 


thar there ſhall Gods wrath raigne , not onely-upon the blind and 
obſtinate idolater , bur alſo the negligent ſufferers, eſpecially if 
Gad have atmed their hands. with power to ſupprefſe ſuch abho- 
mMination., _—_— | 
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»:By-iflolatry we underſtand, the Maſſe,, invocation of Saints, 
:lorarion, of images, and the keeping and retaining of the ſame. 
And finally all honouring of God,nuot contcined in hiekely word. 


: The fourth head concerning Minifters, and their 
rh lawfull Eleition, 
To Church reformed, or rending to reformation , none ought 


© :o preſume cither to preach , cither yet to miniſter the Sacra- 
A ments, till that orderly they be called to theſame. Ordinarie 
Vocarion-confifterh in Ele&ion-, Examination , and Admiſſion. 
= And becauſlc that eleQion of Miniſters in this curſed Papiſtrie 
3 khachaltogether bene abuſcd,, we;thiake expedient ro intreate it 
; [H mom largely. Itappertaneth: ro the-people , and to every ſeverall 
Ganhrgngies ro.cle their, Miniſter. 'Apd in caſe that they be 
| 'foun nog: therein the ſpace of fourty dayes : The beſt re- 
l fornied Church, to wit, the Church of the Sgperintendent with 
 kiscouncell, may preſent unto them a man whom'they judge apt, 
20 feed the lock: of, Chriſt Jeſus , who muſt be examinated as 
mctLin life and manners, as in doQrine and: knowleoge: And that 
this may'be dong with more exa@& diligence,; the-perſons that are 
,obecraminated,,. muſt be commanded:to appeate before-men of 
 Foundeſt judgement:iremaining in ſame princypallitowne next ad- 
cent unto them, - as they that be im Fife , Angus , Mearnes or 
Strairharnc, to preſent themſelves in Saint Andrewes, Theſe that 
be in Lowthian, Merle or, Tevidgill ro Edinburgh, and likewiſe 
whoſe that be in other Countries myſt reſort ro the beſt reformed 
Cltrie'-and: Towne , that ts., 'ta the. Town of :the[Supexintendent, 
where firſt in the Schooles , or failing thereof in.open aſſerpbly, 
and before the Congregation, they muſt give declaration'of their 
iftes,. utterance and knowledge , by interpreting ſome .place of 
once ro be appointed by the Miniſterie, which being ended, 
the perſon that is preſented, or thar offereth himfelfe tothe admi- 
aiftracioniof the Church , muſt, be examined by the Minifters 
and Elders of che Churchzand:that openly, and before all thar lift 
t9 heare; in-all the.chiefe paints that,now be in.controverſic be- 
eatixeas and the Papiſts, Anabapriſts, Arrians, or other ſuch ene. 
mies to the Chriſtian Religion. In which, if he:be found ſound, 
able to perſwade by wholeſome dodrine , and to convince the 
gaine-ſayer, then muſt he be, directed to the Church and Congre- 
ation where he ſhould ſerve, that thete in open audience of his 
66K in-diverfe pablick Sermons,: he ay gies confeſfion'of his 
Kith:intheartide- of 'Iuftification, :in\the Office of Chriſt Teſus;, 
of the number, cffe&;-and ule of the Sacraments, and finally Fw 
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refented aman berrer, or as 
well qualiſted ro the examination , before that this forc{aid rryal 
was taken of the perfon pr:{ented by the counfell of the whole 


© - church. As forexamplz, the counſ?lof the church , prefents re. 


any church a man ro be their Miniſter,not knowing rhat they are 
otherwiſe provided :. in rhe meane time , the church is provaded 
of another, ſuffi-ienr intheir judgement for thar charge , whoms 
they prefent ro the lcarned Miniſters , and next reformed church 
to bo examined. In this- caſe the preſentarion of the people t@ 
whom he ſhould be appointed Paſtor muſt be preferred to rhe 
prefenrarton of the counſell, or greater church,unkeffe the perfom 
preſented. by the inferiour Church be judged unable of —_—_ 
ment by the Learned.” For alrogether this is to be avorded, thas 
any man be viotently intruded or thruſt in upon any Congrega» 
tion. Bur this libertic with all cace muſt be reſerved ro. every fe 
verall Church , to-have their Votes and Suffrages in ct: &ion of 
they Miniſters. But violent jnttufi>n we call not,when the coun- 
{-}} of the Church in the fcare of God ,, and for the falvatioiof 
the people , off-reth unto them a ſufficicne man ro inſtru them, 
whom they ſhall not be forced ro admit before juſt examination , 
as before 1s ſaic. ative 


; What may unable any perſon , that he may not be ad- 
muted to che CMniitene of the Church. 
T is to be odſerved, that no perſon, : nored with publique infa- 


mie, or being unablero cdific the Church: by wholefome do» 
.Qrine , orbeing known of corrupt judgement, be cither pre» 


&Ricall a.mimiftration. 
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'Y publick infamy wee uuderftand , not the common finnes 
and offences which any hath commirred in time of blindness 


:" "», by agilitic, {it of the ſame by a berterand more fober con 
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Terfation he hath declared himſelfe verily penitent) but fuch ca- 
cho eriones as the Civill ſword ought and may puniſh with 
cath by the word of God. For beſides thatthe Apoftle requireth- 
the life of Miniſters to be ſo irreprehenſible,that they have a good 
- reſtimonie from thoſe that be withour , wee judge it a thing un- 
ſeemly and dangerous, that he ſhall have publick authoritie ro 
preach 'to others lite cverlaſting , from whom the Civiil Ma- 
giſtrate may take the life ren,porall fora crime publickly commute 
ted. Andit any objeQ,that the Prince hath pardoned his offence, 
andehat he hath publickly repented,and fo nor onely his life is in 
affurance , but alſo that he may be received to the Miniſterie of 
J thc Church , We anſwer, that repentance doth not take away the 

- eemporall puniſhment of the Law, neither doth the pardon of the 
{Prince remove his infamie before man. 

"Thar the life and converſation of the perſon preſented ,' or ts 
> ele&ed may be the more clearely Tad any? edits ſhould 
be direRed ro all parts of 'this Realme , or at the leaft ro thoſe 
parts where the perfon had been moſt converſant: as where he was 
' npuriſhed in letters, or where he continued fince the yeares of 
-mfancie and” childhood were' paſſed. Straight commandemens 
Would be giver: that if any capirall crimes were committed b 
- kim , chat they ſhould be notified; as if he had committed wil- 
Full murder, Adukeric,if he were a common fornicator ; a thiefe, 
adrunkard , a fighter, brawler, or contentious perſon,' "Theſe E- 
dis. ought to be notified in the chicfe Citics , with the like. 
eharge and commandement, with declaration that fuch as con. 
ccat-d his finncs known did deceive and betray :( fo far as in them 
ky) the Church which is the Spouſe of Chriſt Icſus, and did 
eommunicace, with the ſinnes of that wicked man. 
He Admiffion of Miniſters to their offices muſt confift in 
conſ.nt of the people,and Church whereto they ſhall be ap- 
+. pointed, and approbationof the learned Minifters appoin= 
ed for their examination. 

We judge ir expedient that the admiſſion of Miniſters be 
In open audience, that fome ſpeciall Miniſter make a Sermon 
wuching the duery and office of Miniſters, touching their man. 
ners, converſation and life: as alſo touching che obedience 
which the Church oweth to ther Miniſters, Commandement 
ſhould bee given as well-to.the Miniſter as ro the people, both 
deing preſent : Towirtz: that he with allca:efull diligence at- 
tend-upon the flock of Cliriſt Jeſus over the which he is appoin= 


ved Preacher. Thar. hee will walke in the preſence of God far 
"oz : 'F 3 frncercly 
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DD IT Gacerely;that the graces of the holy ſpiric may-becinuſriplief imy 
Him,and in theipreſence of men'fo ſoberly and uprightly, thar hi 
life thay confirme inthe eyes of men, that which 'by rongue and 
word he perſwaded unto others. The people would be exhorted 
"ko reverence and honor their miniſters,choſen-as'the ſervants and 
Embaſſadorsof the Lord Ieſus, obeying 'rhe commandement; 
which they pronounce from:Gods mouth and book, even as they 
would obey God himfelfe. For whoſoever hearerh Chrifts mini- 
. ters, heareth himſelf, and whoſoever reje&erh and deſpiſeth thei: 
miniſterie and exhortation, reieQerh and deſpiſeth Chriſt »Icſus, 
Other ceremonie then the publick approbation of the people,and 
declaration of the chiefe miniſter, that the perſon there preſented 
3s appointed to {crve the Church, wee cannot approve , for albeit 
the Apoſtles uſed impoſition of hands, yet:{ceing ;the miracle is 
ccaſeq,rhe uſing of the cerenionie we judge nor neceſlarie.! | 
The minifter'ele&ed;or preſented,cxamined,arid as {fayd is,pub. 
lickly-admitred , may nenherfleave the flocke at this pleaſure to 
which he had ptomiſed-his fidelitie & labours,neicther yet-may the 
flock reje& rior change hitn ar their appetite, unleſſe they be able 
Xo convi@ him of ſuch crimes-as deferve depoſirion,: whereof. we 
hall after ſpeak.” We mean not bir that the whole Church,or the 
aoſbparrithereof, for-quſt conſiderations, may traniferre a mini- 
ter from one Churth'to ahother': neitheryer meah we, that men 
who now ſerve-as it were of benevolence , may noribe appoin- 
xed and cle&ed to ſerve in othesplaces, bur Once being Colodapily 
eleQed, and admiitted;we cannot approve that they ſhould change 


artheir owne pleaſire. | re tf euiiotbend tl 
i. We-are not 4gnorant that the/raritic 'of godly and'learned men, 
ſhall ſeem to ſome a juſt reaſon why that ſo frraittand ſharpe <x- 
amination ſhould not be taken univerſally, for ſo it ſhall appeare, 
thar the moſt part of the Kirks ſhal have no miniſter art all. But ler 
theſe men underftand;that the lack of able :men ſhall not excuſe us 
before God,if by our conſent unable men be placedover the flock 
of Chriſt Teſus. As alſo that amongſt che' Gentiles godly and 
learned men were alſo rare,as they be now:;:amongft us, when 'the 
Apoſtle gave the ſame rule totrie:& examine mmiſters,which' we 
now follow. | And laſt;let them underftand that it is alike to have 
no miniſter at alLand co have an Idoll in the rus of a'true mini- 
ter: Yeaand in ſome cafe it is worſe, for thole-that beutterly de- 
Ftirure of minifters,will be diligent toſearch for them ; bur thoſe 
thathave a vain ſhadow, do .commotily without further cared con- 
cent:therſclves withithe ſame,ant fotemainthey continualy | de- 
ceived thinking tharthey havea miniſtegwhentn/verieideed rhey 
3 args to aan cannot judge 4 I of Gods ry ſte- 
4 HILL EI r1cs 
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gies, that in-no wiſe can breake the bread of -life to the fainting 
and buvgric ſoutes. Neither judge we that the ſacraments can be 
rightlic miniſtred by him in whole mouth God hath: put no Ser- 
mori of cxhorrartion.. The ckiefeſt remedie left to your Honours, 
and to us,in all rhis rarietie of true miniſters, is fervent prater un- 
two God,that it will pleaſe his mercie to thruſt our faithtull work- 
men in this bis harveft. And next,that your Ho. with conſent of 
the Church,are bound by. your autboritie to compel ſuch men as- 


have gifts-and graces able ro edifie the Church of God, that they 
beſtow:them where greareft neccſhric ſhall be known. For no man 
c,or as themſelves liſt But muſt be ap» 


may be permitted to live ial 
oinced to travel where your wiſdoms and the church ſhal think 


expedient :: Wee cannot preſcribe unto your Honors certain rules 
how char ye ſhall diſtribute the miniſters and learned meny,whom 
God bath alrcaghe ſens, unto you, But herof we are aſſured, that ir 
catlie hindereth the progrefſe of Chriſts Goſpell. within this- 
Dore realm, that ſome altogether abftrat their labours from the 
Ehurch,and others remain alrogether in one place, the moſt part 
of then being idle. And therfore of your Honors we require in 
Gods narc,. that:by your authoritie,. which ye have of God, ye 


jotripel all: men.ro whom God hath given any Talent to pertwadg 
— #holfomedoftrine;to beſtow the ſame,if they be called by the 
and the comfort of 


{ent of the church, 

feſt workmen,not onelic townes to remaing 

n,bur alfo provinces, that by their faithſull labours,churches may: 

ie ereRted;and:ordereſtabliſhed where none is now. And it on 

his tnariner ye ſhall uſc your power and authoritie, chieflic ſeck- 

ing Gods gloric,and the comfort of your brethren, we doubt nor 
it God hall blefſe you and your enterpriſes. 


Foy. Readers. 
miniſters can be had preſentlic ,. 
F muſt be appointed the moſt apt men thart diſtin&he can read 
' the common praiers & the Scriptures, r0 exerciſe both theme 
elves and the Church,rill hey rhey.grow to greater perfecA1ion, 
ind in procefſe of time, he that is but a reader, may attain tO A far- 
ner degree, and by conſenr of rhe Church,and diſcreet miniſters, 
ay be-permitred to miniſter the Sacraments, but not before that 


z be able Fomewhat to perfwade by wholeſome doErine , bc{ide 
he Miniſtetie, as before is ſaid, 


his reading, . and be admitted tot 
Fome we know that- of long time have profeſſed Chriit Telus, 
deſerverh praiſe of all godly men, and 


rhoſe honeſt converſation 
noſe knowledge aHo might greatly helpe the ſimple , - 
| they. 


hurch'to:the aduancement of Chriſts glorie, 
is troubled flock. And that ye with the con 


afſpne unto your. chi 


J-the Churches where no 
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they onely content themſelves with reading , theſe muſt be ani. 
mated,and by'/gentle admonicion encouraged by:{ome cxhorrati- 
on © comfort their brerhren, and ſg rhey-may be admitred;to ad. 
avniftrarion of the ſacraments; but ſuch teaders as neither have 
have had cxerciſc, nor cofitinuance in Chrifts true'religion,, muſt 
-abftaine from miniſtrarion of the ſacraments, till they give decla. 
ration and witnefſing of their honeftie and further conede, 
thar-none be admitted ro preach;but they that are qualified there- 
fore, bur rather be rctained readers , and ſuch as are preachers al- 
ready ,not found qualified thereforegby the ſuperintendent,be pla- 
ced to be readers. | $5 


. 
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The fift head concerning the proviſion for the Mini- 
fters,and for the diſtribution of the rents and 
poſſeſrons inſtly appertaining ts 
ihe CRATER... - 


Eing that of our maiſter Chriſt Teſus, and his Apoſtle Perl we 
"Yhave,that the workman is worthy of his reward, and that the 
mouth of the labouring oxe ought not to be muſlcled, of ne- 
ecffiric it is,that heneſt proviſion be made forthe miniſters,whi: k 
. ye requireto be ſuch, that they have' neither occaſion of ſollici. 
rude,neither yer of infolencie and wantonnefſe. And this previ- 

- fon muſt be made not onely for their owne ſuſtentarion, during 
their lives: 'bur alſo for their wives and children after them. For 
«we judge 1t a thing moſt contrarious to reaſon, gadlines and equi- 
rie,tharthe widow andthe children of him 6d 4 in_his life, did 
faithfully ſerve in the kirk of God,and for that cauſe did not carc- 
fully make proviſion forhis family, ſhould afier his death be left 
comfortlefſe of all proviſion: which proviſion for the wives of the 
miniſters after rheir deceafſſis to be remired to the diſcretis of the 
+kirk.Difficile it is to appoint a feverall ſtipend to every miniſter, 
by reaſon that the charge and neceflicic of all, will nor be alike. 
For ſome will be continuersin one place, ſome will be compelled 
rotravel,and oft to change their dwelling place (if they ſhall have 
charge of divers kirkes) among theſe ſome will be burdened with 
wife &children, and one with moe then others, & ſon.c perhaps 
will be ſingle men. If equall ſtipencs ſhould be.appointedto thele 

. that in chargeſhould be ſo unequall, eirher ſhould the one ſuffcr 
penpric, or elſe ſhould the other have ſuperfluitic and roo n.uch. 

-" Wejudge therefore that every miniſter have ſufficicur prhperrupen 
£0 keep an houſe, and be ſuſtained honeſtly inall things neceſſacie 
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thediſcrerion of the Fongnagacion conforme to the quali- 
he perion.and neceſſity of the time : Wherein it is thoughr 
every Miniſter ſhall have at {caſt fourtie bolls: meale; 


Heeaty: {ex bolls malt, ro finde hls houſe bread and drinke , and 
*more {o much as the diſcretion of the Church findes neceflarie $ 
beſides money for buying of. other proviſion to his houſe and o- 
ther; neceflaries : the modification whereof is referred' ro the 
adgemen of the Kirk, to be ——— yeare at the chooſing 
.0f ze Elders and De<consof the Kirk. Providing alwaies that 
zere hee advanced. to every Miniſter ſufficient proviſion for a 
JUArTE: ofa yeare beforchand of all things. But to him thar tra- 
els from place.to place , whom we call Superindent , who re- 
<maines 2s.1t were a month or lefſe ini one place for eftabliſhing of 
the Kirk, and for the ſame. purpoſe changing to another , muſt 
| Jook eration be had. And therefore torſuch wethinke fſixe'chal- 
 'Qers beere, nine chalders meale, three chalders oars, fixe hundreth 
xrkces money , to be eiked and paired at the difcretion of the 
Priace and councell of the Realme, to be payed to him in man- 
tier foreſaid. The children of the Miniſters, muſt have the liber= 
Hes of the Cities next adjacent,where there fathers laboured,free- 
"Ty granted. They muſt have the ——_ in Schooles, and:bur- 
fiſſe in Colledges; "Thar is, thatthey ſhal be ſuſtainedar learning; 
3 Fihey: be fo nd apt.thereto :;And failing} thereof, that they ba 
put to ſome handie-craft, or exetciſed in lome vertuous induſtry', 
Whereby they may be profitable' members of | the Common- 
Fwcalth, and the ſame we require of their daughrers ; To witzthat 
ey be vertuoufly brought up , and honeſtly dored when they 
ome to maruriry.,Qf -yeares at the diſcretion of. the kirk.- And 
Mis in Gods preſencewe witneſſe we: require nor ſo much for our 
"elves, or for any that appertaine- to us,as that we do it for the in- 
"Freale of. vertue and learning , and for the profite of the poſteri- 
"ty.to come. It is not tobe ſuppoſed that any man will dedicate 
himſelf and his children ſo to God and to his Kirk, that the 
Jook for no worldly commodity , but this cankered nature which 
We heare $7 provoked to follow vertue whenir {eeth profite and 
Mgnour thereto.annexed; and contrarily , then is vertuc inmany 
;defpiſed, when vertuous and godly men are without honour': and 
\Tory would we be that poverty ſhould diſcourage men from ſtu- 
dic, and following of be way of vertue, by whech they mighe 
Edilie the Kirk and flock of Chriſt Ieſus. Nothing have we ſpo- 
/ker .of the ſtipend of Readers, becaule if they can doe nothtn 
3but.reade, they neither can be called norjudged true Miniſters;a 
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regard molt be had to their labours; but fo that they may be. _ 
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234 The Phff Bodkof Dujephive..” — 
their reading to. beretained inthareſtate[To aReadertherfore that 
is:newly entred., fourty merkes, or more orlefſts, as Pariſhioners 
and Readers cannagree. is ſufficient :Nrovided that he teach rhe 
children of the Pariſh, which he muſt doe , befide the treading of 
the common.-prayers,,and bookes of 'the old and new Teſtament, 
If from reading; he begin tocxhort, and explain the Scriptures , 
then qught his ſtipend ro be augmented, till finally he come to the 
honour of a Miniſter. - But if 'he be found unable aftet two yeres, 
thea muſt he be temoved froftt thar office ,- and difchatged of all 
Ripend, that- another'may beprovedias long. For'this alwaies is 
to beavoided,. that none who 1s: judged unable to:come at any 
time to ſome reaſanable knowledge whereby he = edifie the 
Kirk, ſhall be perpetually:ſuſteined upon the charge of the Kirk. 
"I '- Farther it-muſt be avoided; chat'no<hild; norperion within age , 
WS, that is, withintwentic one yeares of ages\be admitted to the of- 
fice.of aReader.. But' Readers:oughr'to-be endued'with gravity 
and diſcretion, leſt by theirlighmeſſe* the prayers or Scriprares 
read be of lefle-price or <ſtitnat;on. -It is ro be noted that the Rea- 
der be put in the Kirk at: the admiſſion. ' of 'the Superintendent. 
The other ſort.of 'Readers, who have long continned in godlines,. 
andihaye ſame gift of 'exhortation, 'who'are of hope to arrain.to 
the degree;of a Miniſter, and reach the children;'wethink an htin- 
 dred.merkes, or mort or lefſe, art the diſcteti6n/of the kirk, may: ? 
be appointed; ſa:thar difference be made, as ſaid is, betwixt them 
and mo Miniſters ;. that openly preaches the word'and miniſters. 
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the Sacraments. | 
... Reſts yet two ſorts-of people to be provided for , upon that 
which is.called the Patrimony of the kirk- ; ro'wit, the poore, and 
teachers; of the youthead: Every feveral-Kirk' muſt provide for the 
poorewithin-it ſelfe:Fbr fearctul and horrible'it is;thar the poorc, 
whom not;onely God the Fatherin bis Law , but Chriſt Icfus in 
his Evangel andthe holy Spirir ſpeaking by S. Paul hath ſo car- 
neftly commended to-our care; are univerſally ſo contemned and 
deſpiſed,. We arc:not Patrones for ftubborne and idle beggars,who 
running;from placeto place-make acrafrof their bepging, whom 
the Civill Magiſtrate:oughrto'puniſh. But for thewidow and 'fa- 
therlefſe, the aged; impotent orJamed,' who neither can nor may 
travell for their ſuſtentationwe fay that God corrmands his peo-/ 
= ple to be carcfull, and therefore for ſuch, as alſo for perſons of ho- 
RT neſtic fallen into decay and poverty , ought ſuch proviſion to bee 
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made, that of: our aboundance their. indigence might be relieved. if at 
=. _- How this. moſtconveniently , aud moft' eaſily may be'done in ſ pr 
F3>._. . eycryCitie;, and other parts:of this-Realme, God will ſhew you tr 
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"The 
eheretd.! All muftmor be fuffred ro beg,thar gladly would ſo doc, 
wortyer yer muft beggers remain where they would; bur the ftour 
' andftrong beggers muſt be compelled to worke;and every perſon 

that may not worke, muſt bee compelled to repaire to the place 
' Where he orſhe was borne, unlefle of long continuance they have 
remained in'one place, aud there reaſonable proviſion muſt be 
made for ſuſtentation as the Kirk ſhall appoint. The order nor 
ſummes if, opr3ndgements can nor particularly be appointed un - 
toſuch times as the poore of everie Citie ,' Town and Pariſh bee 
compell-d to repaireto the places 'where they were borne, or of 
their reſidence, where theirnames and number muſt be raken and 
put in roll ,- and then may the wiſedome of the Kirk appoint ſtis 
pends accordingly. , ” 


The Head of the Superintendents. 


Becauſe we have appointed a larger ſtipend to ther that ſhall 
J be Superintendents then to the reſt of the Minifters,we have 
thought good to ſignifie to' your Houours ſuch reaſons as 
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glfo how -many Superintendents we thinke necefſarie , with their 
bounds, office, elQtion and cauſes that may deſerve depoſition 
from that charye. 
We confider that if the Miniſters whom God hath endowed 
with his ſingular graces amongſt us ſhould be appointed to ſeve- 
rall places there ro make their continuall reſidence , that then the 
greaceſt part of the Realme ſhould be deſtitute of all doErine': 
which ſhould not onely be the occaſion of great murmur, but al- 
d BY ſo be'dangerous to the falvation of many; And therefore we have 
1c BY thought it a thing moſt expedient at this time , that from the 
c WW whole niiber of godly & learned men,now prefently in this realm, 
11.1 be ſele&ed ren or twelue ( for in fo many Provinces we have di- 
1- WE vided the whole) ro whom charge and commandement ſhould 
10 be given, to plant and ere Kirkes, to ſer, order, and appoint Mi. 
10 i niſters, as the former order preſcribes, to the Countries that ſhall 
mi be' appointed to their care where none are now. And by their 
a- WO meanes, your love and common care over all Inhabitants of this 
ay © Realme, to whom you are equally debtors, ſhall evidently appear; 
o-\f asalſo the ſimple and ignorant , who perchance have never heard 
i Iefiis Chrift truely preached , ſhall come to ſome knowledge : B 
ce il thewhich many that are'dead mm ſuperſtition and ignorance, th i | 
d. i attaine to ſome feeling of godlinefle , by the which they may be 
preveked to ſearch and ſeek farther knowledge of God, and his 
trae*Religion and worſhipping : where by the contrary , if rh 
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moved us ro make difference betwixt Preachers at this time, as - 
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ball be negle&ed , then ſhall _ not onely grydge, bur T 
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ſceke the meanes whereby they-may continue intheir blindnes,or 
returne to their accuſtomed Idolatry ;- and therefore-norking' we 
defire more earneftly-then that Chriſt Ieſtis bee univerſally once 
* preached throughout this Realme , which ſhall not ſuddenly be , 
unleſſe that by you, men be appointed, and compelled, faithfully 
to travell in ſuch Provinces as to them ſhall be afhgned. | 


T he names of the places of reſidence and ſtverall Dis- 
' ceſſes of the Superintendents. : 
imis, The Superintendent of Orknay,whoſe Dioceſſe ſhall 


*- > comprehend the Tes Orknay, Zerland, and Cathnes, and Stra- 


naver, his reſidence to be in Kirkwall. ; | 
. The Superintendent of Roſſe, whofe Dioceſſe ſhall compre- 
hend Roffe, Snthertend, Murray, with the north Hes of the Skie, 
and Lewes with the adjacents:his refidence to be in the Channon» 
rice of Roſle. © | SITS 

The Supcrintendent of Argyle , whoſe Dioceſſe ſhall compre- 
hend Argyle, Kyntyre,Lorne,the fouth Iles, Arran and Buite with 
their adjacents, with Lochwhaber : his reſidence to be in Argyle. 

The Superintendent..of Aberdene , whoſe Diocefle is betwixt 
Dec and Spay conteining the Shirefdom of Aberdene and Bamfe: 
whoſe reſidence ſhall be in old Aberdene. 


The Superintendent of Brecheri , whoſe Dioceſſe ſhall. be the 


whole Sirefdoms of the Mernes, Angus, and the brac of Marr to- 
Dee : his refidence to be in Brechen. | | 

[The Superintendent of Fiffe and Any ant to Stirhng , 
and the. whole Shiredome of Perth : his reſidence to be in Saint 
andtoes. | 5p 4 

The Superintendent of Edinburgh , whoſe Dioceſle ſhall com- 
prehend the whole. Shirefdom of Lowthiar and Stirling ,' and 
the South fide of the water of Forth: his reſidence tobe in E- 
dinburgh. ; 

The Superintendent of Iedburgh , whoſe Diocefſe ſhall com- 
prehend the whole Tivitdail, Twceeddaill, Liddifdail , and therto 
18 added by conſent of the whole Kirk,the Merſe,Lawderdailland 
Weddaill,with the forreſt of -Etttick :; his reſidence to be in Jed. 


burgh, 
The Superintendent of Glaſgow, whoſe Diocefle ſhall com= 
d Clid{daill, Renfrew,Menteth, Lennox,Kyle and Cuning- 
ame-: his refidence to be.in Glaſgay.. | 
The Superintendent of .Dumfrieſs,- whoſe Dioceſſe ſhalt com- 
prehend Galloway, Carrik, Nithiſdal, Annandaile with the reft of 
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Thoſe.:men- muſt not be ſuffered to live as your idle qua wr 2 
e heretofore : neither-muſt they remaine where gladly 


ve. do 
they would, but they muſt be preachers themſelves , and ſuch as 
may. not. make long refidence in any place till their Kirkes be 


.. 
» 


planted and provided of Miniſters, or ar the leaft of Readers. 
Charge myſt be givento them that they remain in no place above 
twenty. daies.in their viſitation, till they have paſſed through 
_ their whole bounds. They muſt thrice everie week preach at 
the leaſt ; and when they returne to their principall Town and 
Reſidence , they muſt be likewiſe exerciſed in preaching and edi- 
fication of the Kirk : and. yet they muſt not be als co contt- 
nue there'ſo long,that they may ſeem to. negle& their other kirks: 
Bur after they have remained 1n their chiefe rows three or foure 
moneths at moft , they ſhall bee compelled { unlefle by fickneſle 

- they be retained) to re-enter in viſitation. In which they ſhall nor 
.onely preach,bur alſo examine the life, diligence and behaviour of 
the Minifters, as alſo the order of the kirkes, the manners of the 
ple. They muſt further conſider how the poore be provided , 
_ the youth be inſtruQed : They muſt admoniſh where admo- 
nition needeth, and drefſe ſuch things as by good counſell they be 
able to appeaſe. And finally they muſt note ſuch crimcs as be hey- 
nous, that by the cenſure of the Kirk the ſame may be correQed. 
If the Superintendent be found negligent in any of the chiefe 
ints of his office,& ſpecially if he be noted negligans in preach« 
of the word, and viſitation of the Kirkes; or if he be convidk 

- of ſuch crimes, which in common Miniſters are damned,he muft 


be depoſcd, without reſpe& of his perſon, or office. 
| The Eleftion of Superintendents. 


N this preſent neceſlity,the nomination, examination,and ad. 
. miſſion of rhe Superintendent, cannot be ſo ſtraight, as we re- 
uire, and as afterward it muſt be. For this preſent, the refore. 
wethinke it expedient, that either your Honours by your felves 
nominate ſo many as may ſerve the fore-written Provinces:or that 
egive commiſſion to ſuch men as ye {\uppoſe the feare of God to 
s to doe the ſame. And the fame men being called in your pre- 
ſence ſhall be by you,& ſuch as your Hon: pleaſes call unto you 
for conſultation in that caſe , appointed to th+sir Provinces. Wee 
thinke it expedient, and neceſſarie, that as well the Gentlemen, as 
Burgeſs of every diocic be made privy at the ſame to the eleftion 
of the ſuperintendent;as well robring the kirk-in fome praftife of 
her liberty,as that thePaſtor may be the better favored of the flock 
whom themſelves have choſen. If your Honours cannot finde 
for this preſent ſo-mavy able as nom requireth., then in our 
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Kirkby men unable to diſch 
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judgeinonts' mote profitable it is thoſe Provinces" vaike till/God 
provide berrer for them, -rhen that' men unable ro edifice” and go. 
vernethe Kirk, ſo ſiiddenly be-placed inthart charge ; for experi- 
ilence hath been ingendred' in the lll fer 
charge their Offices. When therefore | 

after-three yeares any Superintendent/ſhall 'depart-, or chance ro WF m1 


:be depoſed; the cheefe Towne within the Province, to wit , the Wh de 


Miniſters, Elders and Deacons, with the Magiſtrate and Councell By vil 
of the ſame Towne , ſhall nominate, and by publick EdiQs pro- i --* 
claime, #s well to the Superintendent,asto two or three Provinces to! 
next adjacent, to or three of the moſtlearned and godly Mini- Bl ne 
ſers within the whole Realme;that from amongſt them,onewith mz 
publick confent, may beele&edand appointed to the office then (pt 
vacant: -And this the chiefe town ſhall be bound to doe within lh 2: 
the ſpace of twenty daies 3 which'being expired, and no man pre- ll #4 
ſented, then ſhall three of the next adjacent Provinces with con- Wl Ke! 
ſent of their Superintendents, Miniſters and Elders, enter in the Jl «+ 
right and priviledge of the Town, and ſhall prefent every one of 
them, one or twa, if they liſt, to the chiefe Town to be examt- Wl *x 
ned, as the order requires:* As alfo it ſhall be lawfull , for all the aA 
Kirkes of the- Dioceſſe ro' nominate within the ſame time fuch 
prom as they thinke worthy to ſtand in EleQion', who all muſt 
put inan Edi&. ON > | 

After nomination to be made, publick Edi&s muſt be ſent forth, 
warning all men that have any exception againſt the perſons no- 
mivate, oragainſt any of them, to be prefent in the chiefe Town 
at the day affixed, and place , to obje& what they can againſt the 
eleQion of any-of them. Thirty dayes we thinke ſufficient to be 
aſigned thereto. Thirtie dayes we meane after-the nomination 
bemade; which day of the el:&ion being come, the whole Mini- 
ſers of the Province , with thrce or foure Superintendents next 
adjacent; or that ſhall be thereto nominated ſhall examine, not 
onely the learning, but alſo the manners , prudence and habjlitie 
to governe the Kirk, of al{ theſe that be nominated: that he who 
ſhall.be found moſt worthie may be burdened with the charge. 
If the Miniſters of the whole Provinces ſhould bring with them 
the votes of them that were committed to rheir care, the ele&ion 
ſbould be the' more free. But alwayes the votes of them that con- 
vene, ſhould be required. - The examinations muſt - be: publickly 
made. They that ftand/in ele&ion muſt publickly/preach,and men 
mult be charged iti the' name of God, to vote accorditig to'conſci- 
ence,and nor after affeAion. 4 OLE | ' 

If any thing be obje&ted againſt him that ſtandeth in eleAion, 


- jection 


je&ion- be made of conſcience or malice, and they muſt anſwer ac- 
condingy- Other ceremonies then ſharp examination, approbatt- 
I on of the miniſters, and Supermtendents,with the publicke con- 
| fent of the Elders and:people, we cannot allow. | 
| . The Superintendent being ele&ed, and appointed to his charge, 
WY muſt be ſubic& to the cenſure and corre&ion of miniſters and El- 
BY ders; not of his chiefe rowne onely, bur alſo of the whole Pro- 
| WH vince, over the which he is appointed overſeer. 
i -: If his offence be knowne, and the miniſters and Elders of the 
towneand Province be negligent in correQing of him, then the 
next one or two Superintendents with their miniſters and Elders, 
| may-convene him, and rhe miniſters and Elders of his chief rown 
BY (provided that it be within his owne province or chiefe towne } 
I may accuſe or corre@ as well the Superintendent in theſe things 
| —_—— of corre&ion, as the minifters and Elders of their 
xegligence and ungodly tollerance'of his offence, 
WY . i Whatſocver crime deſerves depoſition'or correction of any o< 
* BY ther minifter, defervethl/ the ſame in the Superiatendent, without 
m___ of perſons. | 
After that the Kirk is eſtabliſhed,and three years be paffed, we 
WH require that no mart be called- ro the office of a Superintendenr,, 
who hath not atche leaſt rwo years given declaration of his faith 
full abours in the miniſterie of the ſame Kirk. OO OED: 
-: No Superintendent may be transferred at the pleafure or re- 
queſt, of any one/province,, no not without the conſent of the 
whole: counſel of the Kirk, and that for grave cauſes and conſi- 
derations, | - 
.;Qf one thing in the end we muſt 'admoniſh your Honours, to- 
itthatin the appoynting of the Superintendents for this pre- 
lent, ye difappoint not yourchieſe townes, and where lcarning is 
exciſed, of ſuch miniſters as more may profit by reſidence in: 
ne place,then by continuall travell from place to place. For if ye 
lo doe, the youth in theſe places ſhall lack the profound interpre- 
tation of Scripture : and ſo ſhall it bee loug before your garden. 
fend forth many plants; where by {the contrary, tf one or two- 
wnes:be continually exercifed as they may,the Commonyealth: 
all hortly feaſt of their fruit,co the comfort of. the godly. 


For the Schools. 


Eing that the office and durie of the godly Magiftrate,.is not- 
onely: to purge the Church.of God from all ſuperſtirtion,and to: 
> -letic at libertie from tyranny and:/bondage, bur alſo-to provide: 
the utmoſt of. his power, how it may abide 'in fome: ny £ 
141% & / 
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the poſteritic following,we can bur freely.com 
.ments with your Honours in:this behalte, 1-1 - 


he ceafles toilſuminat men miraculouſty,tuddenly changing them 


Aong .For as the youth muſt ſucceed to us, ſo we ough 


and ſpouſe of our Lord Ieſus. Ofneceſlitie therefore wejudge it, 


one at leaft as 1s able to teach Grammer, andthe 
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T he nece([jzie of Schoolts.. | 
'Ecing that God hath determined rhat his Kirke here in earth 
Iihall be taught not by Angels,but by men;and ſecing thar men 
are borne ignorantof God, and of all-godlineſſe,and ceing alſo 


as he did the- Apoſtles, and others in the primitive kirk: Of necel- 
ficie it is that your Honours be moſt careful for the vertuous edu- 
cation,and godly up-bringing of the youth of this-realme: if ci- 
ther ye now thirſt unfainedly the advancementof Chrifts glorie, 
or. yet deſire the. continuance of his benefits to the generation = 
t to bee 
carefullthat_ they have knowledge, anderudition: to: profit and 
comfort.that which ought ro be moſt deare to us,torwir, the kirk 


that every. ſeverall kirk have one Schoolmaifter appointed, ſnch a 
tine tongue, 1 
the town be of any reputation. If it be'upaland where the people 
convene to.the dofrine but once in the week , then muſt ecirher 
the reader or the miniſter there appointed, take care over the chil 
dren and youth of the pariſh , to-infiru& them in: the: firſt rudi- 
ments,and eſpecially in the Catechiſme as we. have it now tran: 
lated inthe booke of the common order called the: order-of Ge- 
neva. And furder we think it expedient, that im*every notable 
towh,and ſpecially in the town: of the Superintendent ,: there be 
ereed a Colledge, in which the arts at leaſt ny Arp Rherho- 
rick,together with the tongues, | be read: by ſufficient maſters, fot 
whom honeſt ftipends mult be appointed. As alfo proviſion. for 
Roe that ,be.poore,, and notable by-themielves , nor . by their 
riends to be ſuſtained ar letters; and in ſpeciall theſe” that come 
from Landward.. The fruit and commoditic hereof ſhall ſudden- 
ly appeare. For firſt,the yourh-head and tender children ſhall bee 
nouriſhed, and dec, ane in vertue inpreſence of their-friends, 
by whoſe goodattet E many inconveniences may bee avoyd- 
ed, in which the youth commonly-fall, citker by overmuch liber 
tie, which they have in ſtrange and unknowne places, while they 
cannot rule themſelves : or elfe'for lack of good atrendance , and 
ſuch neceſlitic as their render age requires. Secondly, the exerciſe 
of children in every kirke;ſhall bee great inſtru&gion:torhe” aged, 
Laſt, the great Schogles,called/the-univerſities, ſhall bee: tepleni: 
ſhed with theſe that ſhall-bee/ape to learning. For this tnufp ber 
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he be, uſe his children athis own fantaſie, eſpecially in their 


2ad, but pelled to bring up their children ire 
earning and vertue. | | 
"The rich and potent may. not be permitted to ſuffer their chil. 
dren to ſpend their youth: in vainc idlenefſe as. hererofore they 
e done: But;they muft be exhorted, and by. the cenſure'of the 


| xa but all muſt be com 
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"the fame: the chicfe Articles of the 
$eleeke; rhe'right forme ro pray into God rhe number, uſe, and 
ef:&of rhe Sacraments '; the true knowledge of Chriſt Icſus, of 

HisOffice and Natures, and ſych others, without the knowledge 
therbf'neicher any man deferves ro be calleda Chriſtian, neither 
"x; any tobe admitted to the participation. of the Lords Table: 
and therefore thir principles ought and muſt be learncd in the 
youth-head. 


x: The Times appointed to every courſe. 


; hop Frmrigdrodracag mote then ſufficient to [carne to reade 
perteAaly,to anſwer ro'the Catechiſme,and: ro have ſome en- 


7” rres in the firſt rudiments'of Grammer to the full accome.,.., 
pliftunent whereof ( we meane of rhe Granimer) we thinke of 


en TRA 
3 ed 


\ ti 
PE 


) ” > br 9 Re. oF * We 
TS, vs OA RARE, 4 3&4 MY oo exe ode. SHE EE ES fe : : «% 
£4445. Bag. IEF S OS 8 3 : Ry we 5s Ce yOY 3LDGH:.: Me wh . ” . $ > 
\ - » 7 © - : 4 ” . 4 

eg hg BY i bs he " £*Y $49 - & y FI $107: ous [ISM 
Kc. "445" ys ) 4 Þ > : 
of £5v Wnt s % y - 44 4 5 F ' , / ' T3 

p E ; ; 4 . } 

'Y _ . "F 4 C % - n 2 
» " . 4 : # * . _ 
£ . 


ZI 
- Lhe 
$95 


_ 


4% 
|S + » 
we. 1 
j 
h 
a F* | 
| i} 
x UF 
4Y 
$94» 
# x 
: } ' 
13 4 
| | 
' 1 
F ! 
F 
's | 
M: 
. : 
. i 
i vu 
, i) 
. 1 
PRE 1 
TE; | 
7. & 
Ll 
T7 . mY 
14-0 y , 
at by £ 
; . 
[7 
| zi 
1 
8 | 


0 GOAT, _ ———_— _ IOOEY 
-- _ 
a _— > wes = 


S928 ee dee 5 _- 
- _— p——_— , 


> >» iſeat his courſe in 4 yeates, after which time being by examina- 


5 ; "Hex bi Books þ "DJ tone: 

thee thiee years or fourti moſt uflicientto the Arts,o wit, Lo 
gick & Rhexorick, and to the Greek tongue 4 yeares, and the ref 
till the age of 24 years, to be {ſpent in. that Fudge wheera the lear- 
- necwould profit the Church,or commonwealth, be ic in the lawey 
ph fick, or divinitic; which time of 24. yeares being ſpent in the 
hola learner muſt be removed to ferve the Church or com- 
monwealth, unlefſe hee bec found a_necefſary reader in this 
ſame Colledge or Vaiuerfitie, IfGod ſhall move your hearts to - 
ſtabliſh & execute this ofder,and put theſe things ir praiſe, your Wl 

whole realrtiewe doubt not,within fey years will ſerve it ſelfe of 
true preachers,8 of other officers neceſſary for the c6monwealth. 

_. Of theerettion of Vniverſaties. 

"He Grammer Schoole heing exe&ed,and of the tongues(as we 
-| haveſatd) next we think ie Receſſary tiers be 3 Vaiterſitice in 
_. this whole realme, eſtabliſhed in 3 townes accuſtomed. , The 
ficſt in S. Androes,the ſecondin Glaſgow,& the:third in Aberdcin, 
And-inthe firſt TU & principal,viz, $. Androecs, that there 
be 3. colledges,and.in'the firſt colledgerbich.ts the entry,of the 
Vatvernes ere be: claſſes, or ſcages, the firſt rg the new Sup- 
poſts, hall be oncly DialeBice, next onely Mathematice, the third 


p 


ledge,two'claſſes;or feages, the firſt of Morall philofopby, the (-| 
cond of the lawex. And inthe third colledge two claſſes or ſeages, 
the firſt of the tongues,to wit, Greek & Hebrue,the 2 of divinity, 


Of Readers, and of the degrees and time of ſtudy.” 


1tem, in the firſt colledge and firſt claſſc,ſhallbe areader of Die- 
lefica,who ſhall accompliſh his courſe therofin ayeare. In Ate 
#hematica,which is the ſecond claſſe, ſhall be a reader which ſhall 
compleat his courſc of Arithmetica,Geometrie, Colmography, & 
Aftrologie in one year.: In the third claſſe ſhall be a reader of na- 
turall philoſophy,who ſhall compleat his courſe in oue you And 
who after thir 3. years by triall and examination, ſhall be found 
ſufficiently inſtru@cd in the foreſaid ſciences,ſhall be Laurear, and 
Graduart in philoſophy. In the fourth claſſe, ſhall be a reader of 
Medicine, who ſhall compleat his courſe in 5 yeares,after the ſtu- 
dy of the which tim, being by examination found ſufficient, they 
ſhall be graduar in medicine. | | 
 . {tem, inthe ſecond colledge, in the firſt claſſe, one reader-onely 
in the Ethicks, O:conomicks, and Politicks, . who ſhall Compleat k 
his courſe in the ſpace of one yeare. In the ſecond claſſe ſhall bec 

> readers in the Municipalf and Roman lawes, who ſhall com- 


of = onely,the fourth'of medicine. And in the ſecond col-] 


tion 
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jem, in the third colledge, in the firſt claſſe, one reader of the: 
,and another of the Greek tongue, who ſhall compleatche 
Grammar thereof in'3 moneths, and the remanent of the yeare,the 
eader of the hebrew ſhall interpret one book of Moſes, the Pro- 
phers or the Pſalms, ſo that this courſe & claſſe ſhall continue one 
year. The reader ofthe Greek ſhall interpret ſome book of Plato, 
gether with ſome place of the new teſtament. In the ſecond 
fſe ſhall be two il as in divinitie, the one in the new Teſta» 
ment,the other in.the old, who ſhall compleat their courſe in five 
res : afterwhich time,who ſhall be found by examination ſuf- 
icient,they ſhall be graduate in divinitie. 
_ Ttem, wee thinke expedient that none be admitted to the firſt 
olledge,and to bee Suppoſts of the univerſitic, unlefle he haye 
from che maſter ofthe and miniſter of the town where he 


Jor being found C ifficient,they ſhall be graduate in the lawes. 


was inſtrufted in the tongues,ane teſtimonie of his learning,doci- 


lity,age and parentage : and likewiſe triall be taken by certain cx- 
aminators,depute by the ReQor and Principalls of the ſame. And 
if he be found ſufficiently inſtructed in the DialeFica, he ſhall in« 
rontinent the ſame year be promoted to the claſſe of Mathematica. 
© Jtem;that none be admitted to the claſſe of Medicine,but he thar 
ſhall bave his teſtimoniall of his time well ſpent in Dialeftica, Ma- 
Sbemetica,and Phyſick,and of his docility inthe laſt. 
a: Jtem;that none be admitted unto the claſſe of the lawes, but he 
that fhall have ſufficient teſtimonialls ofhis time wel ſpent in Dz- 
tice, Mathematica, Phyſica, Ethicks, Occonomicks,and Politickes, 
and of his docilitie in the laſt. 
_ Jtem, that none be admitted unto the claſſe & ſeage of divinity, 
buthe that ſhall have ſufficient teſtimonialls of his time well ſpent 
an Didleftica, Mathematirs, Phifca, Ethica, Oeconomica, and Poltica, 
Sand the Hebrew. tongue,and of his docilitic in the morall Philo- 
tophy , and the Hebrew tongue. But neither ſhall fuch as apply 
hem to heare the lawes,be compelled to'heare medicine; neither 
ſuch as apply them to heare divipitic,be compelled to heare cither 
Medicine or yet the lawes. 
. 1tem, in the ſecond Vniverſity,which is Glaſgow, ſhall be two 
lledges onely : in the firſt ſhall be a clafſe of Daalefftca, an other 
f Mathematica, the third of Phifica, ordered in all forts as S. An- 


Item,in the ſecond,foure claſſes, the firſt of Morall philoſophy, 
Ethicks, Oeconomicks,and Phy fick. The ſecond of the Municipal 
and Roman lawes. The thirdgof the Hebrew tongue. The fourth 

ff divinitie, which ſhal be ordered in al ſorts ro that we have writ-" 
en ia the order of the Vniverſitie S. Androes. . 
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. -, Thethird 'Vnivethtie's Aberdein hall be'conforme to this V« 

pm rn rm, podoerotes af 7 tl {xi fee; 
> * The nei Geo Phe hare be Ae of ihe Gas of 
the Vnjveriity to every Colledge, a principall man of learning,di{- 
xretion and diligence, who thaſl ecerve the whole rents of the 
Colledge, and diftribute rhe ſame according te the ercQtion of the 
-Colledge, atid ſhalt dayly hearken the dyer counts , adjoyning to 
him weekly one of the readers or reg = above whom he ſha 
rake attendance upon their-diligerice,as welt ithetr reading as cx. 
Erciſing of the yowth in the marrer'' taught upon the'policie ang 
uphold of the place, and for puttſhmenr' bf crimes ſhall 'holda 
weekly convention with the whole members of the Colledge.He 
ſhall be countable yerely to the Superintendent, ReQor , and the 
tihcipals convened,abount the firſt afnovember. His cleQion ſhal 
$2 this ſort.” There ſhall 'be three of the moſt ſufficient 'men of 
the Vniveifitic(notprimcipalls already nominatebythemembers 
of the*Colledge)fwort rofollow- their conſeigrices whoſe Princi- 
| þall-is departedjand/publickly iproponed through the whole Vni- 
verſitie; aftet the which time 8 daies; by the Superintendent him- 
{elfe; or his {periall Procurator;with'the ReQor, & the reſt of the 
principals, 4s/a-chapter, convenit, Thall confirme-oneof the three 
oy infemoſtſufficicnt;being before ſworn'to'tlo the fathe with 

a ſingle eye butireſpe@'tofeador favour,” 77 00G | 
©': Them ti 'every Ce a9, rn thitikeneedfull ar teat ; a ſteward, 
3 cooke, a gardiner, and Potter,” who ſhall be ſubjeR to diſcipline 

ofthe'prineipall; as the reſt. . M TIRCETE 

Ttem, That every Vniverſitic havea beddall ſubje& to ſerve art all 
times-throughour the whole” YVniverſitic;' as the ReRor and Prin- 


- 


cipall ſhall command; ot? | 

_« "Tem, that every Vniverfitic have aReQor choſenfrom yeare to 

{@yeare as ſhall follow, - The Principalls being convened with the 

- whole Regents chapterly ſhall be ſworn that every man in his 

roume {hallnominateſuch a one'as bis conſcience ſhall reſtific to 

be moft fufficient to bearc ſuch charge and dignity : and three of 

them that ſhall be ofteſt nominared ſhall be purin edi& publickly 

'25 In enaclendes and ther ſhall on Michaelmas evcn 

convene the whole principalis, regents and ſuppolts, that are gra- 

-duat; or at the leaſt ſtudyca this tiene in Ethicks , edtrothicks R 

and politickes and na others yonger , and evexy one firft proteſt 
in-Godspreſcnce td follow the lincere dytment of their toblcien cc 

- hall nominate of the three , and he that hath'moſt votes ſhall be 
confirmed-by the Superintendent and PrihcipdB,8 hi duetywith 

4 | aw-exhortation proponed unto'him,-and this to be the 28 way of 
Pn September, and therafter tryallrobe taken hinc inde of his juſt & 
_——  FFodly government,& of the refts lawful ſubmiſſion and obeaience 
=, EN | 2 
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ge hall e propyned by the univerſitie ar his entry with 2" new - 

Ament, bearing m/fonis M:giſtratus, and he holden monerhly t6 
_ viſice every Colledge, and with. his preſence decore and examine 
.the |:Qions and excrciſe therof. His aſſcfors ſhall be a lawyer and 
*2 theologe, with whole advice he ſhall decide all queſtions civill 
-betwixt the members of the Vniverſicie . If any without the Vni- 
yerlitie perſue a member rhereof,or he be perſued by .a member-of 
che ſame; he ſhall aſſiſt che provoſt and baillies in theſe caſes, or 
-other Iudges competent,to ſce.juſtice be miniſtred: In likewife.if 
.aay-of the. univerſitie be eriminally perſued , he ſhall aſſiſt the 
Tudges competent, andſee thar juſtice be miniftred. 

. Ttem, We thinke expedient that in every colledge in every Vni- 
yerſicy, there be 24 burſars, devided equally in all the claſſes and 


» egos asis above expremit. thar is,in S. Androes 72 burſars,in Glaſ- 
F gow;483 burſars,in Aberdine 48 co be ſufteiacd onely in meatbhpan 
ws : Ne charges of. the Colledge, and to be admitted ar the examinari- 


{on of the! Miniſteric and chaptour of principalls in the Vniverſtty, 
.as well.in the docility of the cies , as of theabilirie of 
vir parents to ſuſtaine them themſelves , and not to burden the 
*Common-wealth wich them. | | 
£4». 1 Of the Stipends.aud expenſes neceſſary. 
"7m, wethinke expedient that the Vniverſicies be doted with 
Fremporall-lands,writh rents and revenewes of the Bifhopricks tE- 
*poralitic, and of the Kirkes collegiar ſo farre as their ordinary 
charges ſhall require, and therfore that it would pleaſe your Hon: 
by advice of your Hon.Coun.and vote of Parliam.ro do the ſame, 
alt WJ And to the effe& the ſame may be ſhortly exped; we have recol- | 
TeRed the ſfummes we think neceſſarie for the ſame. 

{mprims, for the ordinary ſtipend of the diale&ician Reader, 
the Mathematician, Phifician and morall Philoſopher, we thinke 
he { fufficient an hundred yu_— for every one of them. 

'Ttem, for the ſtipend of every Reader in Medictne and Lawes, a 
bundreth thirty three pounds 6.1. 8.d. TR : 
of | Jtem, to evety Reader in Hebrew Greek and Divinity, 200 p. 


pu 
> & 


iy Ml. em to every prncipal of a Colledge 200 pounds. 

.1 WW  1tem, to every ſteward 16 pounds. I LLETf : 

2 © Item, toevery gardiner, to every cooke and portertoilk one of 

s, _ them ren merkes, | : | 

4M Jtem; to the byird of every burſar without the claſſe of Theolo. 

ol . 20. pounds,* Wl Yn, 

x MM Tem, 1n the claſſe of Theologie,which will be onely 12 perſons 

hi #0 S.androes. 24- p. | | 

mn Summe of yearly and ordinary expenſes in the Vniver- 

A fity of $.angroes.3976. p. Or FERN 
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Sutnrme of the otdinary charges of the whole 
| Ttem,the Beddalls ſtipend ſhall be of every intrant and ſuppoſt of 
the Vniverlſity z ſhillings, of every one gaduate in Philoſophy 3 
thillings,of every onegraduatein meditific or lawes, 4 ſhillings,in 
- Theologie 5 ſhillings, all burſars being txcepted. "i 
Item, we have thought good for building and upholding of the 
places,a generall collet be made,and thatevery Earles ſonn at his 
entry to the vniverſity,ſhit give 40 ſhil. and likewiſe at every gra- 
duation 4o ſhil. Item, each Lords ſonne likkwiſe at ſuch tlme, zo 
ſhil. each frecholding Barons fonne 20 ſhil. every fewar and ſub. 
' ſtanrious Gentlemans fonne 1 mark. tem,every ſubſtantious huf- 
band and burges fonne, at cach time 10 ſhil. mp ex9 of the 
- reſt,nor excepting the burſars,5 ſhil. at each time. And that this be 
athered in a common box,put in keeping to the principall of the 
| Theologians,cevery principall having a key thereof, to be counted 
each year once with the reſt of principalls to be laid in the ſame,a- 
bour the 1 5 day of Nov. in prefence of the Superintendent, Rec- 
tor and whole principalls,and with their whole conſent, or at leaſt 
the,moſt part of them referred,& implayed only ups the buildin 
' & upholding of the places,and're ig the fame,ever as necel- 
Aitie ſhalrequire. And therfore the ReCtor with his affiſtants, ſhall 
be holden to vifit the places cach yeare once, incontinent after he 
be promoted upon the laſt of Oftober,or thereby. 
Of the privileges of the Vniverſitie. 
Eing we deſire that Tnnocencie ſhould defend us rather then 
x Jpriviledge,we think that each perſon of the univerſitic ſhould 
' anſwer before the provoft and Bailiffs of each rown where the 
Vniverſities are,of all crimes whereof they are accuſed, onely that 
the Refor be afleffor to them inthe ſaid aftions.'In civill matters, 
if the queſtion be betwixt members ofthe univerſitic,on each fide 
making their reſidence 8 exerciſe therein for the time in that caſc 
the partie called ſhal not be holden to anſyer but onely before the 
Re&tor and his aſſeſſors heretofore exprimed. In alt other'caſes of 
civill purſuit,the generall rule of the law to be obſerved, a&or ſe- 
quatur forum rei. &'c. BIG 
-  Ttem,that the RefQor and all inferour members of the univerſity 
be exempted from all all taxations;impoſts,charges of warr,or any 
- other charge that may onerate or abftraRt him or them from the 
ir&-ef his office, ſuch as tutorie, curatorie, or.any ſuch like that 
je. cftabliſhed, 'or hereafter ſhall be eſtabliſhed in our common- 
to The cffeR that (withour trouble)they may wait on the up- 
EET th, | bringing 
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ringing of che youth in learning, and: beſtow their time orne- 
in that moſt neceſſarie exerciſe. - | 
-Allt other things touching the books to! be read in ilk claſſe, 
adall ſuch like particular affaires we referre tothe diſcretion of. 
the Maſters, Principals and Regents,with rheir well-adviſed coun- 
ell; not doubting bur if God fall grant quietneſſe,and give your 
Viſedomes grace to ſer forward lerrers in the ſort preſcribed , ye 
ſhall leave wiſedome and learning to-your poſterity , a treaſure 
more to be eſteemed rhen any carthly treaſure, ye are able to 
amaſſe for them, which-withour wiſedome are more able to be 
their ruin and confuſion, then help and comfort. And as this is 
moſt true , ſo we leave it with the reſt of the commodities to be 
reighed by your honours wiledowe,, and ſer forwards by .your 
thority co the moſt high advancement of this Common-wealth 
ommircted to your charge. | 


»' The fixt head of the Rents and Patrimonie 
os of the Church. 


*=I"Hir two ſorts of men,that is to ſay,Miniſters,and the poote, 
'F / together with the Schooles, when order ſhall be taken there- 
©” anenr,muſt be ſuſteyned upon the charges of the Kirk; and 
therefore: proviſion muft be made how, and by whom ſuch 
fummes muſt be lifred. But before we enter in this hcad,we muſt 
craye of your Honours, in the name of the eternall God, and of 
his Son Chriſt Teſus, that ye have reſpe& to your poore brethren, 
he'Labourers and Manurers of the ground ; who by thir crucll 
beaſtes'the Papiſts have before been oppreſt,that their life to them 

| 2n dolorous and bitter.. If ye will have God guthour and 

pprover of this reformation,ye muſt not follow their foote-fteps, 
but ye muſt have compaſſion of yon brethren, appoinring them 
to pay reaſonable lids » that they may finde ſome benefite of 
Chrift Ieſus now preached unto them. _ 

Wich the grief&of'6ur hearts we heare, that ſome Gentlemen 
are-now as cruelt 6ver their tenants, as ever were the Papiſts,re- 
qurivg of them wharfoever they afore payed to the Kirk, fo that 
he-Papiſtical ryranaie ſhal onely be changed into the tyrannie of 
the lord & laird.We dare not flatter your Honours,neitheryet is it 
proficable for you that we ſo doe. If we permit cruelty to be uſed, 
neither ſhall yee,yho by ___ aurhoritic ought to gaineſtgud ſuch 
oppreflion, nor yet they that uſe rhe ſame e{cape Gods heavie aud 
fearefull judgements, The Gentlemen, Barones, Earles,Lordsand 8 
ethers , muſt be coritent:to live upon their juſt renes, and ſuffer... ies 
the Kirk to be reftored co her hiberty ; that anher reſtitution, the rr =" 
poore, who heretofore by the cruell Papifts have been ſpoiled angie: 


f 18 : 
i STE 4 WS =P Por TEAS 
s 1 3. oo * Fs OE I TL 
. *- # : So 
"4 FA tn: A 5 
__ * , 
; £661) Vere A -# ; 
b Ws ge, £2 A ** £2 - - vx 2 
X 4"; | 
4 P 
Tub 
"AP 


ob TS: 5 
*2 {s. 


$5 txht%s I > a=," 8 
RY; -- ; 3" WEL te 3 ee] di 
EE SANE INT af. Ly 
AG ETA ad 
62d 
4 +A 


_— ———_ tr 
_ | I, = PO ID —_ 
" - __ wa b- Fc. + » 
- ,  — 7 IRR OL 
- 4 oo 
> TR” - - 
x = _ D 
> —v WET —_ — " A te Loco — I” > _ 
i x Re £9” IC Bs ee ” . - _ - 
CL EDI = oe er 
Son <A eee ls EI 
> - OY TR ww mY = 
= - _—— ” A 
. __ , =—_ _ 
*"T. 


<9 4 
% . a cn - 
- 
- —_ 
aA = 
a < _ "xz * = p——_ 
Ce DT. - 


" eg” 


$5 


Poet wy $ « © wy 5 Þ p £ 'y 

; £ 2h . 2/224 — , bo E B F b L | / D b, : pet : ; | 

_ oppteſſed , may now-receiveſome cc nfortand relaxation , that 
their tcinds and other exations be cleane difcharged,and no more 
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thathe anſwer to the Deacons and Treaſurers of the Kirk,of that 
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-butcbat we with..juſt recompence to be made te fuch as 
leburſed ſummesof money tothe unjuſt poſledrsg:fo that 
f hath not bene done of Jare dayes,in prejudice of-rhe, Kirk, But 
uchas. arefqund and \knawn/\to be-done of pfaine colluſion; in 
no wayes-onght.to be maintained by you : And-for that -puspoſe 
a we aookefeabet expedient that: whoſoever; have afſedation. of 
8 SD _ . _ teinds and kirks, be openly warned to produce. their. afſedation 
we... and affurance,thar comnuion being taken ,,,thyg juſt; takſmen may 

he juſt and realonable recompence' forubeiycates that are 
e.the profite of the. yeares paſt being conſidered and de- 
a.theunjuſt and ſurmiſed may. be ſerved accordingly, fo 
inthe end may receiveher liberticand freedom, and 
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purer is debtor to-the dumb dogg; called the Biſhop, 
ither yet to-his hired penfloner, bur is debter'onely to the ie: 
adthe-kirk is bound to fuſtaine and nouriſh of her charges, the 
:r[ons before mentioned, to wit, the Miniſters of the word, the 
poote, aud the reachers of the youth. Bur now to rerurne to the 
former head. The ſummes able to ſuſtainethe forenamed perſons, 
and co furniſh all chings atoing to the mega yr of good 
zrderand policic within the kirk, muſt be lifted off the tenths, to 
Cit, rhe centh ſheafe,hay,hemp,lint, fiſhes,tenth calfe,renth lamb, 
rench wooll; tenth folle, teath cheeſe. And becauſe that we know 
thatthe tenth reaſonably taken as is before expreſſed willnor ſuf- 
fice to: Gchacg the former neceſfitie: we think that all things do- 
ted ro hoſpiralitie, and annuall reats bach in-burgh and land, per- 
taining to the Prieſts, Chancotig Colleges, Chappellanries, and the 
Freeries of all ordecs, to the ſiſters ofthe Seenes, and ſuch others 
be rercined ſtill in the ufe of the kick or kirks within the Townes 
and pariſhes where they were doted, Furthermore, to the uphol- 
ding of the Vniverſities,and ſuſtentation of the Superintendents. 
the whole revenue of the remporalirreofthe Biſhops, Deanes and 
- Archdeanes lands,and of all rents of fangs pertainining to the Ca- 
thedrall-kicks wharſocver. And further,merchants & rich crafts- 
own free Burghs, having nothing to doe with the manuring of 
the ground;muſt take ſome proviſion of their cities, rownes, and 
dwelling places for te ſupport the need of the kirk. 

To the miniſters,and failing therof,the readers, mult be reſtored 
their Manſes & Gleibs, for clſe: they cannot ſerve the flock at all 
times,25 their dutie is. Ifany Gleib exceed {ix akers of ground, the 
oma in the hands of the poſſcſſours; till order beetakew 
therein. | | h 

++ The receivers and colleors of theſe rents and duties, muſt be 
Deacons or Thefaurers appointed from yeare to yeare in every 
*Kirk,and by the common conſent, and free cleAion of the kirk. 
Fhe Deacons muſt diſtribute no part of that which-is colle&ed, 
Þur by command of the miniſters and Elders. And that they may 
£ommand nothing to be delivered,but as the kirk hath before de- 
termined,to wit,the Deacons ſhal of the firſt part pay the ſummes 
*eicher quarterly, or from _halfe yeare tohalfe yeare, to the mini- 
Kers, which the kirk hath appointed. "The ſame they ſhall doe to 
Omoimaſiees , Readers, and Hoſpitall, if any bee, rece&ing 
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then becauſe they are in credite and office forthe yeare,, they may 
doe as beſt ſeemes;bur if there be any controverfie amongſt them. 
A ſelves,the whole Kirk muſt be made privy,and afterthar the mar- 
-” - ter be proponed, and the reaſons; the judgment of the Kirk with 
b the Miniſters conſent ſhall prevaile. The Deacons ſhall be com. 
pclled and bound to make accounts tothe'Minifter and: Elders of 
that which they received, as oft as the policies hall appoint :' and 
the Elders, when they are changed (which muſt be every yeare ) 
muſt cleare their counts before ſuch auditers as the Kirk ſhall ap. 
oint: and both the Deacons and Elders being changed ſhall de. 
iver tothem that ſhall be new elc&ed,all ſummes of mony,cornes 
and other profites reſting in their hands: The rickets wherof muſt 
be delivered .to the Superintendents in their viſication, and by the 
to the great councell of the Kirk; 'that as well the aboundance ag 
the indigence, of everic kirk may be evidently known, thar a rea- 
ſ{onable equaliry may be had throughout this whole Realm. If 
this order be perfe&ly kept,corruption cannot ſuddenly enter. For 
the free and yearly cletion of Deacons and Elders fhall ſuffer 
none to uſurpe a pepetuall domination over the Kirk, -the know- 
ledge of the fenrall tha fuffer them ro receive no morezthen wher- 
of they ſhall be bound to wake accounts : the deliverance of mo. 
ney to the new officers ſhall not ſuffer private men uſe in' their 
ge buſines, that which appertaines to the publick affaries of 
the Kirk. <q ITOE 


T he ſeventh head of Eccleſiaſticall Diſcipline, - 


S:that no Common-wealth can flouriſh, or long indure , 
without good lawes and ſharpe execution 'of the fame; ſo 
neither can the Kirk of God be brought to puricy, neither 
| yet be retained inthe ſame without the aw, 5. of Ecclcfiaſticall 
ED. » Diſcipline,which ſtands in reproving and correfing of the faults, 
Sl which the civill ſword either: doth - neglc&, or not puniſh: 
| Blaſphemie, adulterie, murder, perjurie, and other crimes capital, 
worthy of death, ought not properly ro fall under cenſure of the 
Kirk ; becauſe all ſuch open tranſgrefſors of - Gods lawes', ought. 
to be taken away by the civill word. But drunkenneſs, excefle, 
be it in npyareh or be it in eating and-drinking, fornication, ops 
prefiing o the poore by exaQtions, deceiving of them in buying 
and ſelling by -wrang met and meaſure, wanton worus and licen- 
tious living tending to ſlander, doe openly appertaine to the kitk 
of God to puniſh them , as Gods word commands, But becaulſc 
this accurſed Papiſtrie hath brought in fuch confuſion into the 
world, that neither was vertue rightly praifed,neither yer vice ſe- 
recely puniſhed), the kick of is compelled to draw. the __ 
2 rn | | Y rol whic 
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which of Godſhe bath received , againſt ſuch open and manifeſt 
conremners, curſing,and excommunicating all ſuch , as well thoſe 
whom the civill ſword ought to puniſh ,as the other,from all par. 
eicipation with her in prayers and Sacraments , till open repen- 
rance appeate manifeſtly in them. As the order and proceeding to 
excommunication ought to be ſlow and grave, fo being once pro- 
nounced againft any perſon of what eſtate or condition that ever 
they be, it muſt be kept with all ſeverity. For lawes made and 
not kept, engender contemptof vertue, and brings in confufion 
and liberty to ſinne. And-therfore this order we thinke expedient 
to be obſerved afore, and after excommunication. Firſt,if the of- 
fence be ſecret or known to few men,and rather ſtands in ſuſpicion 
then in manifeſt probation, the offender oughc to be privately 
admoniſhed, to abſteine from all appearance of evill, which if he 
romilſe to doe, and declare himſelfe ſober, honeſt, and one that 
ares Go, and feares to offend his brethren, then may the ſecrer 
admonition ſuffi:e for his correAion. Bur if he either contemne 
the admonition,or after promiſe mad2 do ſhew himlelfe no more 
circumſpeR then he was before, then muſt the Miniſter admo- 
niſh him, to whom if he be found inobedient they muſt pro- 
ceed according to the rule of Chriſt, as after ſhall be declared. If 
the crime be publick, and ſuch as is heynous, as fornication,drun- 
kenneſſe, fighting,common ſwearing, or execration, then ought 
the offender to be called in preſeace of the Miniſter, Elders and 
Deacons , where his {iane and trepaſſe ought to be declared and 
d , ſo that his conſcience may feele how farre he hath of- 
fended God,and what ſlander he hath raifed in the Kirk. If ſignes 
of unfaigned repentance appeare in him , and if he require t9 be 
admitted ro publick repentance, the Miniſter may appoint unto 
him a day when the whole kirk convenes together , that in pre- 
ſenice of all he may teſtifie his repentance, which before he pro- 
fefſed. Which if he accept, and with reverence confeſſe his finne , 
doing the ſame, and earneſtly deſiring the Congregarion to pray 
to God with him for mercy, and to accepthim in their ſocietie 
notwithſtanding the former offence : Then the Kirk may and 
ought to receive him as a penitent. For the Kirk ought to be no 
more ſevere, then God declares himſclfe to be, who witneſlcs that 
i whacſoever houre a ſinner unfainedly repents, and turnes from 
his wicked way, that he will not remember one of his iniquities. 
Atidtherefote ought the Kirk diligently to advert that it excom- 
mirnicate not thoſe whom God abſalves. If the offender called 
before the Miniſterie be found ftubborn , hard-hearted , or in 
whom no figne of repentance appeares, then muſt he be dimitred 


Rittian'exhortarion x6 confider the dangerous eſtate in which he” © 
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= Nands, affuring him that if. they finde in him no-orher tokens of 
..- amendment of life , thet they will be compelled rofeek afurther 


remedy. If he within a certaine ſpace ſhew his repentance to the 
Miniſterie , they may preſent him to the Kirk , as before is ſaid ; 
If he continue not in his repentance , then muſt the Kirk be ad- 
vertiſed,, that fuck crimes are committed amongft them , which 
by the Miniſtry hath bene reprehended , and the perſons provo- 
ked to repent , whereof becaufe no ſgnes appeare unto them, 
they could not bur ſignifie unto the Kirk the crimes , but not the 


perfon = requiring them earneſtly to call ro God to move. and | 


touch the heart of the offender, ſo that ſuddenly and earneſtly 
he may. repent, If the perſon maligne, the next day of pub. 
lick Aſſembly, the crime and the perſon muſt be both norified un- 
to the Kirk , and their judgements muſt be required, if thar ſuch 
crimes ought to be ſuffred unpuniſhed among them ; requeſt alfo 
ſhould be made to the moſt diſcrete and neareſt friend of the of- 
fender to travell with him to bring him to knowledge of himſclfe, 
 andof his dangerous eftate , with a commandement given to all 

men tocall re God for the converſion of the unpennent. If a 
folemne and ſpecialt prayer were drawne for that purpoſe the 
thing ſhould be more gravely done. The third Sonday the Mini- 


ſer ought to require , if the unpenitent have declared any ſigner i 


of repentance to one of the Miniſtrie ; and if he have, then may 
the Miniſter appoint him-to be examined by the whole Miniſtry, 
either then inſtantly , or another day affixed ro the Conſiftorie : 
and if repentance appeare, as well for his crime , as for his-long 
contempt , then he may be preſented tothe Kirk , and make his 


confeſſion to be accepted as before is faid :. But if no man fignific | 


his repentance, then ought he to be excomn.unicaeed, and by the 
mouth of the Miniſter , and conſent of the Miniſtry, and com- 
mandement of the Kirk muſt fuch acontemner be pronounced 
excommunicate from God , and from all ſociety of the Kirk. 
After which ſentence may no perſon ( his wife and family onely 
Excepred} have any kind of converſation with him,be tt in eatin 

and drinking, buying and ſeHing; yea, in ſaluting or talking wich 
hum, except that it be at commandement or hcence of the Mini- 
ſerie for his converſion”, that be, by ſuch meanes confounded , 
oong himſelfe abhorred of the godly and faithfull , may have 
occafion to repent and fo be ſaved. The ſentence of excommuni-. 
cation muſt be publiſhed univerſally throughout. the -Realme, 
Jeſt that any man ſhould pretend ignorance. His children begot- 
' tenandberne after thac fentence , and before hisrepentance may 
motbe admitted to Baptiſme , till either they be of age to require 


= þ *N the fame , orelſc that the mother, or ſome of his ſpeciall friends, 


members 


= 
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members of the Kirk, offer and preſent the child , abh 
ring and damning the iniquity, and obſtinate contempt of the ime 
enitent. | 
1 a "If any tian ſhould rhinke it ſevere that rhe child ſhould be pu- 
1d. WF tiſhed for the iniquitie of the father : let him winderftand that 
+4 the Sacraments appertaine to the faichfull and their feed; bur 
ſuch as ſtubborolycontemne all godly admonition,and obſtinate- 
m ly remaine 'in their iniquitie, cannot be accounted amongſt the 
he Pichfull. | 
\_. Theorder for publick Offenders. 
Uy | E E have ſpoken nothing of th:m that commit hor= 
b. V r1ble crimes, as murtherers, manſlayers, adulterers; for 
ſuch, as we have ſaid, the civill ſword onghrt. to puniſh 


IN- | 
ch to dead : But incaſe they be permitted to live,then muſt the kick 
fo I as is before ſaid, draw the ſword,which of God ſhe hath received, 
1f. i holding them as accurſed even in their very fa&. The offender be- 
fe, [8 ing brit called,and order of the Kirk uſed againſt him in the ſame 
all WF manner,as the perſons for their obſtinate impenitency are publick- 
* 2 ly excommunicarte. So that the obſtinate impenitent after the ſen. 
he WW tence of excommunication, and the murtherer or adulterer ftand 
1j« MF in one caſe,as concerning the judgement of the Kirk. Fhat is,nei- _ 
cx ther of Loth may be received in che fellowſhip of the kirk ro pray= 
ay i <r5 or Sacramenrs(but to hearing the word they may)rtil firſt they 
Ys offer themſelves to the Miniftrie , humbly requiring the Miniſters 
e : {M1 and Elders to pray to God for them, and alſo to- be intercefſors to 
ng the Kirk that they may be admitted to publick repentance, & to, 
119 MY the fruition of the benefirs of Chriſt Ieſus,diſtributedto rhe mem= 
fie Ml bers of his bodie. If this requeſt be humbly made, then may not 
the Miniſters refuſe ro "ay x the ſame unto the Kirk, the next 


day of publicke preaching,the Miniſter giving exhortatton tothe 
ed I kirk, to pray to G09 ro perform the worke which he appeares to 


-k. | have beguii,working 1n the heart of the offender , unfaigned re- 
ly {Ml pentance of his grievous crime & offence,aud feeling of his great 
no M8 mercy by the operation of the holy Spirit. Therafter one day ought 
publickly to be affigned unto him to give open profeſſion of his 


1i- WF offence & contEpr, & ſo to make publick ſarisfaAis to the kirk of 
1, | God:which day the. offender muſt appear in preſence of the whole 

Kirk , with his own mouth _—_— his own impiety , publickly 
confeſfing the ſame:Deſiring God of his mercy &grace,&his Con- 
gregatien, that it would pleaſe them to receive him ia their focie« 


as ,as before is ſaid. The Miniſt.niuſt examine him diligently whe» 
ay ks findes a hatred or diſpleaſure of his ſinne , as well of his 
re M-contempr, as of his crime : which if he confefle, he muſt travel} 


Of= _ 


with him, to ſec what hope he hath of Gods mercies,&H he fince * 
ic E 3 him, 
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'him reaſonably wſtruded in the knowledge of Chriſt Icſus,in the 
vertue of his death,then may the Miniſter comfort him with God 
infallible promiſes, and demand-of the Kirk if they be content to 
, Teceive. that creature of -God whom Satan before had drawen in 
his nettes, in the ſociety of theic bodie,, ſeeing that he declared 
himſelfe penitent. Which if the Kirk grant, as.chey cannot juſtly 
deny the ſame , then ought the Miniſter in publick prayer com- 
mend him to God , confeſle the ſinne of that offender before the 
+ whole Kirk,deſiring mercy and grace for Chriſt Icſus ſake. Which 
prayer being ended, the Miniſter ought ro exhort the Kirk to re- 
* ceive that penitent brother intheir favours , as they require God 
"ro receive themſelves when they offend. And in ſigne of their 
-* conſent, the Elders,and chiefe men of the Kirk, ſhall cake the pe. 
. -nitent' by the hand , and one or two in the name of the reſt ſhall 
kifſe and imbrace him with reverence and gravitie , as a member 
of Chriſt Ieſus. Which being done, the Miniſter ſhall exhort the 
received thar he take diligent heed in times comming that ſathan 
trap him not in ſuch crimes, admonifhing him that he will not 
ceale to tempt and tric by all meanes poſlible to bring him from 
that obedience which holak given to God, and to the ordinance 
of Icſus Chriſt. The exhortarion _ ended,the Miniſter ought 
to give publick thankes unto God for the converſion of their bro- 
ther, and for all benefites which-we receive of Chriſt Icſus, pray- 
Ing for the increaſe and continuance of the ſame. If the penitent 
; after he hath offered himſelfe unto'the Minifterie, or to the Kirk, 
be found ignorant of the principall points of our Religion , and 
chiefly in the Articles of Iuſtification, and of the Office of Chriſt 
Teſus,then Qughr he to be exaQtly inſtru&ed before he be received, 
For a mocking of God ir is to receive them to repentance , who 
gow not wherein ſtandeth their remedie, when they repenc their Þ 
nne.- , 
Perſons ſubjett to Diſcipline. 
| O Dilcipline, muſt all the eſtates within this Realm be ſub- 
je& ; as well the Rulers,as they that are ruled: yea , and the 
Preachers themſelves, as well as the poore withia the Kirk: 6 
And becauſe the eye and mouch of the Kirk ouzht to be moſt ſin- 
le, and irreprehenſible, the life and converſation of the Miui- 
ler ought to be diltgently tryed , wherof we ſhall ſpeak after that 
we have ſpoken of the ele&ion of Elders and Deacons,who muſt 
afliſt the Miniſter in all publick. affaires of the Kick, 


The 
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-.-1 The eight head touching the elettion of 
= Elders and Deacons. 


TEN of beſt knowledge in Gods word,and cleaneſt life,men 

'Þ faithfull and of moſt honeſt converſation that can be found 

... , in the kirk., muſt be nominate to. be in cleQion', and 
their. names muſt be publickly read to the whole kirk by the 
miniſter,giving them advertiſment,that from amongſt them muſt 


he choſen Elders and Deacons. If any of theſe rominate be noted. 


vith publick infamie,he ought to be repelled. For it is not ſeem- 
that the ſervant of corruption ſhail have authorirtie to judge in 
Yerkink of God. 

-If any,man know other of better qualities within the kirk,then 
theſe that be nominare,let them be pur in cle&ion, that the kirke 
may have the choyce. | 

If the kirk be of ſwallernumber then that Seniors and Deacons 

a be:choſcen from amongſt them; then may they well be joyned 
o the next adjacent kirks. For the pluralitie of kirks without mi- 
uſters and order,ſhall rather hurt then edikie. I 

The elc&ion of Elders & Deacons ought to be uſed every yeare 
ance, which wee judge to bee moſt convenient at the firft day of 

leſt of long.continuance of ſuch officers, men preſume up- 


\uguſt, 

Dn . 7 rag of the kirk. It hurteth not that one be received in 
fffice moe ycars then one,1{o that he be appointed yearly by com- 
non and free el:Qion , provided alwayes, that the Deacons and 
Thelaurers be nor compelled to receive the office againe for the 


pace of 1 yeares. 


_ How the votes and ſuffrages may be beſt received, ſo that every 
an may give his vote es very ſeverall kirk may take ſuch 
drder as beſt ſeemes them. 
The Elders being ele&ed, muſt be admoniſhed of their office, . 
rhich is ro aſſiſt the miniſters in all publike affaires of the kirk, ro 
itn determining and judging cauſes , in giving admonition ro 
he licentious liver, 1n having refpe& to the manners and conver- 
ation of al men within their charge. For by the gravitie of the Se- 
tors,the light & unbridled life of the licEcious, muſt be corrrcAed 
ind bridled. Yea the Seniors ought totake heed to the like man- 
ers, diligence.and ſtudy of their miniſters. If he be worthy of 
admonition,they muſt admoniſh him; of corre&ion, they muſt 
vrreQ, him : and if he be worthy of depofition , they with con- 
ent of the kirk, and Superintendent, may depoſe him, ſo that his 
ime deſerve fo. If a miniſter be light of converſation,by his El- 
iers and Deacons he ought to be admoniſhed. If he be negligent 


niſtudy, or one that vaikes not upon his charge, or flock, or _ F 
| that &” 
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'him reaſonably inftruded inthe knowledge of Chriſt Icſus,in the 
vertue of his death,then may the Miniſter comfort him with God 
infallible promiſes, and demand-of the Kirk if they be content to 

, Xeceive. that creature of -God whom Satan before had drawen in 
his nettes, in rhe ſociety of their bodie,, ſeeing that he declared 
himſelfe penitent. Which if the Kirk grant, as they cannot juſtly 
deny the ſame , then ought the Miniſter in publick prayer com- 
mend him to God , confeſle the ſinne of that offender before the 

' whole Kirk,deſiring mercy and grace for Chriſt Icſus ſake. Which 

Yayer being ended, the Miniſter ought ro exhort the Kirk to re- 

- Hive that penitent brother in-their favours , as they require God 

"ro receive themſelves when they offend. And in ſigne of their 
-* conſent, the Elders,and chiefe men of the Kirk, ſhall cake the pe. 
. *nitent by the hand , and one or two in the name of the reſt ſhall 
kifſe and imbrace him with reverence and gravitie , as amember 
of Chriſt Ieſus. Which being done, the Miniſter ſhall exhorr the 
received that he take diligent heed in times comming that ſathan 
trap him not in ſuch crimes, admonifhing him that he will not 
ceale to tempt and tric by all meanes poſſible to bring him from 
that obedience which hchath given to God, and to the ordinance 
of Icſus Chriſt. The exhortation 0 I Miniſter ought 
to give publick thankes unto God for the converſion of their bro- 
ther, and for all benefites which-we receive of Chriſt Icſus, pray- 
ing for the increaſe and continuance of the ſame. If the penitent 
after he hath offered himſelfe unto'the Minifterie, or to the Kirk, 
be found ignorant of the principall points of our Religion , and 
chiefly in the Articles of Iuſtification, and of the Office of Chriſt 

| Teſus,then qughr he to be exaQly inſtruQed before he be received, 
For a mocking of Godir is to receive them to repentance , who 
Row not whercin ſtandeth their remedie, when they repent their 

nne.- : 


= 


Perſons ſubjel? to Diſcipline. 

| O Diſcipline, muſt all the eſtates within this Realm be ſub. 
je&, as well the Rulers,as they that are ruled: yea , and the 
Preachers themſelves, as well as the poore within the Kirk: 
And becauſe the eye and mouth of the Kirk ought to be moſt ſin- 
le, and irreprehenſivle, the life and converſation of the M11i- 
ics ought to be diligently tryed , wherof we ſhall ſpeak after that 
we have ſpoken of the ele&ion of Elders and Deacons,who muſt 

afliſt the Miniſter in all publick. affaires of the Kurk, 
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> 1 he tight head touching the eleftion of - 
vY Elders and Deacons. 


\ CEN of beſt knowledge in Gods word,and cleaneſt life,men 
VI faithfull and of moſt honeſt converfation that can be found 
...- in the kirk., muſt be nominate to be ia cleQion', and 
their. names muſt be publickly read to the whole kirk by the 
miniſter,giving them advertiſment,thar from amongſt them muſt 


be choſen Elders and Deacons. If any of theſe rominate be noted” 


with publick infamie,he ought to be repelled. For it is not ſcem- 
ly that the ſervant of corruption ſhall have authoritie to judge in 
thekirk of God. ECTS 
-If any.,man know orher of better qualities within the kirk,then 
theſe that be nominate,let them be pur in cleRion , that the kirke 
ws” have the choyce. | 
fthe kirk be of ſmaller number then that Seniors and Deacons 
can be-choſcn from amongſt them; then may they well be joyned 
to the next adjacent kirks. For the pluralitic of kirks without mi- 
niſters and order,ſhall rather hurt then edikie. We 
The el-&ion of Elders & Deacons ought to be uſed every yeare 
ance, which wee judge to bee moſt convenient at the firft day of 
Auguſt,lefſt of long continuance of ſuch officers,men preſume up- 
dn the liberry of | kirk. It hurteth not that one be received in 
fffice moe ycars then onc,{o that he be appointed yearly by com- 
non and free el:&ion , provided alwayes, that the Deacons and 
iefaurers be nor compelled to receive the office againe for the 
pace of z ycares. 


How the votes and ſuffrages may be beſt received, ſo that every 


wy 


man may give his vote freely,every feverall kirk may take ſuch 
order as beſt ſeemes them. 
The Elders being ele&ed, muſt be admoniſhed of their office, . 
qhich is ro aſſiſt the miniſters in all publike affaires of the kirk, ro 
itn determining and judging cauſes , in giving admonition to 
Ithe licentious liver, 1n having reſpe& to the manners and conver- 
lation of al men within their charge. For by the gravitie of the Se- 
mors,the light & unbridled life of the licEcrious, mult be corrreAed 
and bridled. Yea the Seniors ought to take heed to the like man- 
ners, diligence.and ſtudy of their miniſters. If he be worthy of 
admonition,they muſt admontſh him; of corre&ion, they muſt 
br bien: and if he be worthy of depofition , they with con- 
ent of the kirk, and Superintendent, may depoſe him, ſo that his 
ime deſerve ſo. 1f a miniſter be light of converſation,by his El- 
ders and Deacons he ought to be admoniſhed. If he be negligent 
Inſtudy, or one that vaikes not upon his charge, or flock, or one 
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- » that propones not fairhfull do&rine, he deſerves ſharper-admoni. 

' tion & corre&tion. To the which ifhe be found ſtubborn and in- 
obedicht,then may the Seniors of the kirk complain to.the mini- 
ſtry of the two next adjacent kirks, where men of greater gravitic 


arc. Yo whole admonition ifhe be found inobedient, he ought to 


be diſcharged of his miniſtry,rill his repentance appeare,& a place 
be vakand for him. If any Miniſterbe deprehended in 'any notx- 
ble crime ,as whoredome,adulterie,man-Hlaughcer, petjuric,teach- 
-ing of hereſie,or any other deſerving death, or that may be a note 
of perpetuall infamic,he ought to be depoſed for ever. By herceſic 
we mean pernicious dodrine plainly taught,and openly defended, 
againſt the foundations and principles of 'our faith : and ſvch a 
crime we judge to deſerve perpetual depoſition from the miniſtry, 
For moſt dangerqus we know it to be tocommit the flocke to a 
man infeQed with the peſtilence of herefie. Some crimes deſerve 
depoſition for a time, & while the perſongive declaration of grea- 
ter gravitie & honeſty. And if a miniſter be deprehended, drinks. 
ing ewog,or Wyaciog - an open ſlanderer, or infamer of hi 
reighbours,taGious,and a ſower of diſcord, he muſt be comman- 

ded to ceaſſe from his miniſtry,till he declare ſome ſign of repen- 
rance, upon the which the Kirk ſhall abide him helbacs of 20 
dayes,or further,as the kirk ſhal think expedienr,before they pro 
cced to a new eleion. Every inferiour kirk ſhall by one of thcir 
Seniors,and one of their Deacons, once in the yeare, notific unto 
the miniſters of the Superintendents kirk,the life, aners,ftudy & 
diligence of their miniſters,to the end the diſcretion of ſome may 
corced the levitie of others. Not onely muſt the life and maners 
of miniſters come under cenſure and judgment of the kirk, bur al- 
fo of their wives,children,and familie, judgement muſt be taken, 
that he neither live riotouſly, neither yet avaritiouſly; yea reſpect 
muſt be had,how they \pend the ſtipend a poinced to #5 living, 
If a reaſonable ſtipend be appointed, and they live avaritiouſly, 
they muſt be admoniſhed to live as they receive : for as excefle & 
ſuperfluitic is not tolerable in a miniſter,ſo is avarice,and the carc- 
ful ſollicitude of money,utterly ro be damned in Chriſts ſervants, 
and eſpecially in them tharare fed upon the charge of the kirk.Wc 
judge it unſcemly and untollerable,thar miniſters ſhall be buirded 
in common Ale-houſes,or in Tavernes, neither yet muſt a mini- 
ſer be-permirted to frequent & commonly haunt the Court, un- 
lefſe itbe for a time when he is either ſent by the kirk, either yct 
calledfor by the authoritie,for bis counſell and judgment inccivil 
afaiges,neither yet muſt he be one of the councet], 'be he judgcd 
never ſo apt for the purpoſe, Bur eicher. muſt he ceaſe from the 


_ "A, miniſtery (which at his own pleaſurc he may nor do) or clſe from 


bearing 
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Po charge in civill affairs,unleſle it be ro aflift the parliament, 
ER ed. - 


"The office of Deacons,as before is ſayd is to receive the rents,& 


i ther the almes of the kirk,to keep and diſtribure the ſame, as by 
" .- miniſters and kirk ſhall be appGates, they may alſo afliſt in 
a F ment with the Miniſter and Elders, and may be admitted to 


c Bll read in afſembly,it they be required,and be able thereto, 

& *The Elders and Deacons with their wives & houſhold, ſhould 
h- BY be under.the ſame cenſure that is preſcribed for the miniſters. For 
tc BY rhey muſt be carefull over their office, and ſeeing they are judges 
lic WF over others manners,their own converſation ought to be icrepre= 
d Bl pretienſible. They muſt be ſober, loyers and mainrainers'of con- 
1 2 cord and peace: and finally,they ought to be examples of godlines * 
7.8 t6 otters. And if the. contrary thereof appeare, they muſt bee*ad- 
118 moniſhed thereof by the Miniſters, or fome: of: their brethren'of" 
Ve cemloitery, Fake fauk be fecret: and if the faulr be open and 


226 wnthey muſt be rebuked before the miniſtery,. and the ſame 
k. I arder Kept againſt the Senior:and Deacon, that before is defcri, 
his ed agaigh the Miniſter. We think it not neceſſary, that any pub-' 
mw Vis ons hal be appointed, either tq the Elders, or yer to the 
n- D<aconis, becauſe their travell continues but for a yeare; and alfo 
2088 becauſe that nes not ſo qccupied with the affaices of the kirk, 
ro* arHat reaſonably they may attend upon their domeſticall bu- 
cir Kel. : | | t 
l ES. * 200.37 Rey” = 
"x i The ninth head concerning the policie of the kirk. 
"ay Pots wee call an exexciſe,of the kirk in ſuch things as may 
ers 
I 


bring the rude and ignorant to knowledge, orelfe inflame the 


; "Yearned to greater fervencie, or to reteine the kirk in good or- 
en, Bl der; And thereof there bee rwo ſorts, the one utterly neceſſa- 
x28 rie,as that the word be truly preached, the ſacraments rightly mi. 
ng By -fiiftred,common prayers publickly made,that the children & rude 


x{0s beinſtrufted in the chicfe points of religion,& that offences 
ecorre&ed & puniſhed. Theſe things be fo neceſſarie,that with- 
Otit the ſame there is no face of a viſible kirk. 'Fhe other is profi- 
table,but.not meerly neceſfaric. That Pſalms ſhoutd be ſung,thar 


WEE certain places of the Scripture be read when there is no ſermon, 
ded BY that this day or that , few or many in the week, the kirk ſhould 
101 affemble. Of theſe and ſuch others, we cannot fee how a certaine 
un- 


order can be eſtabliſhed, For in ſome kirks the Pſalmes may con- 
Veniently be ſung,in others perchance they cannot. Some kirkes 
convene every day,ſome twice,fome thrice in the week,fome per- 
chance but once. In this and ſuch like muſt every particular kirk 


by thcir conſenteppoint theironwe policie. In great Townes we ,: 
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.tbat time onely; We thinke therfore moſt expedient, that the firſt 
F ondeyinr 'March he-appointed for one time, the firſt Sonday of 
_ June fqrancther ;- the firſt Sonday of Seprember for the third;the 
Hrit Sondayi af: December for the fourth. We doe not deny but 
- any feverall Kirk for reafanable caufes may change the time, and 
way miniſter. oftner,but we ſtudie to reprefſe ſuperſtition. All Mi- 
aifters muſt be admoniſhed to be more carefull ro inſtruft the ig- 
Borant, then readie to ſerve their appetite , and fo uſe more ſharp 
examination,then indujgence, inadmirting to thir great Myſte- 
Tis ſuch ds be-ignorant of: the uſe and vertue of rhe ſame. And 
$herfore we think that the adminiſtration of the Table-ought ne- 
yer tobe without examination paſſing before, &41pecially ofthem 
whoſe knowledge is ſaſpeft. We think that none are to be admit= 
ted to-this Myfterie, who can not formally ſay the Lords prayer , 
| | oe ef: the Beliefe , and declare = ſumme-of the Law. 
urther, we.thmk it a thing moſt expedient &-necefſary;that eve- 
&::Kirk-have the Bible in Englith , and: that the people be: com- 
 Fandedrb.convene;and heare the plaine reading and: interprerari- 
9h af the :Scripcure, as the kirk ſhall appoint. By frequent reacing, 
this om 1gnorance,which in this clnfed Papiſtry hath overflow- 
edall, may partly be removed. We thinke it moft expedient that 
.the Scriprure be read in order : that is, that ſome one book ofthe 
old or new Tc ſtament be-begun- and erder}y read tothe end: And 
the ſame we judge of preaching , where the Minifter for the moſk 
part remaines 1n one place. Fot this skipping and divagation from 
place to-place of Scriprure, be it in reading, or be it in preaching, 
wejuge nor fo profitable to edific the Kirk,as the continuall fol-y 
lowing of one-text. Every Maſter of houſhold muſt be comman=» 
aded;ruther to inſtru, or cauſe to be inſtrufted, his children, fer» 
 yanrs-; and family , inthe principalls of che Chriſtian Religion 
without. the knowledge whereof, ought none to be admired 


' 20 the Table of the Lord Ieſus. For ſuch as be ſo dull, and fo go 
e 


norant; that they can neither try themſelves, nor yet know t 
dignity and bars fon” that ation, cannot eate and drink of thiit 
Table worthily. And :herefore of neceflity we judge, that everie 
eare at the leaſt,publicke examination be had by the Miniſters & 
'Elders, of the knowledge of every perſon within the kirk; ro wit, 
thar every Maſter and Miſtreſſe of houſholi come themſelves,and 
their family,ſo.many as be come to maturity, before the Miniſter 
and the Elders,& give confeſſion of their faith. It they underſtand 
Not, nor cannot arte the commandements of Gods Law,know 
_ Hot how to pray, neither wherein their righteouſneſſe ſtands, or 
conſiſts, rhe ought not to be admitted to the Lords Table. And 
of they Ktubburnly contemne,& _— their children and ſervants 
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_ 0.continue in wilfull ignorance, the diſcipline 'of the Kirk 
Muſt proceed againftthem to excommunication :'and 'then muſt 
TNar matter be referred to the Civill Magiſtrate: 'For ſeeing that 
The juſt lives by his own faith,and Chriſt Icſus iuftifies by know- 

ge of himſelfe, inſufferable we judge it that men be permitred 
tO hive and continue in ignorance, as members of the Kirk. 

| Morevver, men, women, children, would be exhorted to exer. 
ciſe themſelves in Plalmes , that when the Kirk doth conveene 
and ſing, they may be the more -able together, with common 
hearts and voyces to praiſe God.1n private houſes we think expe- 
dient, that the moſt grave and'diſcrere perſon , uſe the' common 
prayers at morn and at night , for the comfort and inſtruQion of 
pthers, -For ſeeing that we behold and ſee the hand of God now 
preſently ſtriking us with divers plagues, wethinke ita contempt 
of his judgements, or /provocation'of his anger more tobe kind. 
led againſt us, *if 'we be not moved'to repentance of 'our former 
unthankfulneſſe;aird to earneſt invocation of his name;whoſe one« 
ly power may; and'great mietcy will” if we unfaignedly convert 
unto him; remove from us rhir terrible plagues, which now for 
our iniquities hang over our heads. Convert as, © Lord, and we ſhall 

becondvented.” (3 oi on | 

For Propiiceying , 0 Interpreting of the 
Sn / rr 

M7310 the end that the Kirk of God may have. a tryall of mens 
knowledge , judgements , graces and utterances, as "alſo 

ſuch that have ſomewhat profited in Gods word, may from 

time to time grow , in more full perfe&ion to ſerve-the Kirk , as 
neceſlirie ſhall require, - it is moſt expedient thatiin every towne, 
where Schooles and repaireof learned/men are , there bein one 
cerraine day every week m_ nted-to that exerciſe, which S.Paul 
calls prophecying ; The order whereof is expreſſed by him in thir 
woods: two or three Prophets ſpeak, and let the reſt judge, But if 
any thing be revealed to bim that ſits by, let the former keep felence ; yee 
may one by oneall propheſre that all may learne, and all may receive con- 
folation. Andtheſpirit, that is, the judgements of the Propbets,are ſub- 
ge&# to tht Prophets. By which words of the Apoſtle, itis evident 
that in the Kirk of Corinth, when they did aflemble for that pur- 
poſe , ſome place of Scripture was read,upon the which oie firſt 
gave his judgement to the inſtruction & conſolation of the audi- 

- tors:after w< om did another,cither confirme whatthe former had 

| WO A Maid, or added what he had omitted, or did gently-corred& , Or CX- 

WB 2 > 7 _ more properly,where the whole veritie was not reveiled to 
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.the former. And incaſe things were hid from the one , and from 
the other, hberty was given for a third to ſpeak his judgement to 
.the edificatiou of the Kirk. Abovewhich number of three ( as 
Aa meaes) they paſſed not for avoiding of confuſion. This exer- 
ale is athing moſt neceſſarie for the Kirk of God this day in 
Scotland. For thereby, as ſaid is, ſhall the Kirk have judgement, 
and knowledge of the graces, gifts, and utterances of every man 
within their bodie. The ſfimplec,and ſuch as have ſomewhat profi- 
ted,ſhall be encouraged daily ro ſtudie,& to proceed in knowledge 
the kirk ſhall be.edified. For this exerciſe muſt be patent to ſuch, 
as liſt ro heare andlearne,and every man ſhall have liberty to utter 
and declare his minde and knowledge to the comfort and confo- 
lation of the kirk. Burt leaſt of this profitable exerciſe, there ariſe 
debate and ſtrife; curious, peregrine, and unprofitable queſtions 
are to be avoided. All interpretation diſagreeing from the prin- 
ciples of our faith , repugning to charity, or that ſtands in plaine 
contradiction with any other manifeſt place of Scripture, is to 
be reje&ed. The Interpreter in this exerciſe, may not take to him- 
ſelf the liberty of a publick Preacher(yea, although he be a Mini- 
ſerappointed ) but he muſt bind himſelfe to his text, that hee 
enter not in degreſſion, or in explaining commoffplaces ; he may 
= no inve&ive in that exerciſe , unleſle it be,of ſobriety in con- 
ting bereſies : in exhortations or admonitions he muſt be ſhort, 
that the time may bee ſpent in opening the minde of the Holy 
Ghoſt in that place : following the ſequele and dependance of the 
text, and obſerving ſuch notes , as may inſtrutt and edifie 
the auditor- for. avoiding of contention : neither mayghe inter= 
reter , nor any in the Aſſemblie move any queſtion in open au- 
dience , whereto himſcelfc is not able to give reſojution, without 
reaſoning with another , but every man ought to ſpeake his own 
judoement to the edification of the Kirk. 
If any be noted with curioſity of bringing in of ſtrange do- 
Arine , he muſt be admoniſhed by the Moderator, Miniſters and 
Elders, immediately after the interpretation is ended, 
The whole Miniſters, a number of them that are of the Aſ- 
ſembly , ought to convene together, where examination ſhould 
be "= how the perſons that did interprete, did handle and con- 
vey the matter { they themſclves beivg, removed ) to every man 
muſt bee given his cenſure. After, the which , the perſon be- 
ing called the faulrs { if any notable be found} are noted, and the 
perſon gently admoniſhed. ; 5 Ho 
'Inthart Afſembly are all queſtions and doubts, if any ariſe, re. 
olved without contention ; the poems of the Pariſh kirks in 


Landyyart adjacent.to every chiefe Town,and the Readers, if they 
in | K 3 have 
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"have any gift of interpretation within fixe miles , muſk' concurre 
- and a rheſe that prophecie within the townes , totheend thar 
they themſelves may eicher cod wer hays from by them, 
And moreover men in whom is ſuppoſed to be. any gift which 
mightedifie rhe Church , if they were well implayed, muſt be 
charged by the Miniſter and Elders, to joyne themfclves wich the 
ſeffion,and company of interpreters, to the end that the Kirk may 
Judge whether they: be able to ferve to Gods glorie,and to rhe pro. 
fit of the Kirk iu the vocation of Miniſters or not,: And if any 
be found difobedient, and-not willing to communicate the gifts 
and ſpeciall graces of God with their brethren, after ſufficient ad- 
mouition, Diſcipline muſt proceed againſt them ,. provided that 
the civill Magiftrate concurre with the judgement and eleQion of 
the Kirk. For no man may-be permitted as beſt pteafeth him, to 
live within the Kirk of God, but every man muſt be conftrained 
by fraternall admonition, 'and correaion to beſtow his labours, 
when of the Kirk he is required to the edificarion of orhers. What 
day in the week is moſt convenient for that exerciſe, whar books 
of Scripture ſhalbe moſt po—_ to reade,ye refer ro the jydge- 
ment of = rk, we meane, tothe wiledome of the 
Miniſter and Elders. | | | 
of Marrizge..  * " 


Ecaufe that Mariage, the bleſſed ordinance of Gad ,: in this 
Braces Papiſtry, hath partly bene contemned, and partly hath 
beene ſo infirmed, that the parties conjoyned could never be 
aſſured irf®dnſcience, if the Biſhops and Prelates liſt to diſſolve 
the ſame,we have thought good to ſhew our judgements how ſuch 
confuſion in times comming may be avoided. | 
And firſt publick inhibirion mult be made,that no perſon under 
the power or obedience of others; ſuch as ſonns and daughters, 
and thoſe that be under curators,neither men nor women contra& 
marriage privately; and without knowledge of their parents, tu- 
tors vr curators, under whoſe power they are for the time: Which 
if they doe, the cenſure and diſcipline of the Kirk to proceed a- 
oainſt chem. If the ſon or daughter, or qther , have their heart 
touched with the deſire of mariage,they are bound to give honour 
ro their parents, thar they. open unto them their affeQion, asking 
their counſell and affiftance, how that motion , which they judge 
to be of God, may be performed. If the father,friend or maiſter, 
gaineſtand their requeſt , and baue no other cauſe then the com: 
mon ſort of menhave; to wit, lacke of goods, and becauſc they 
are not ſo high borne, as theFequirc, yet muſt nor the partics 
ic Y whole hearts are touched, make avy covenant till further declara- 
| | | 7 IS £108 
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jon-be made. unto the Kirk of God , andtherfore after that they 
have opehed their mindes to their-parents,. or ſuch others as have 
harge over them, they muſt declare it to the Miniſter alſo, or to 
the Civill Magiſtrate, requiring them to travell with their parents 
or their conſent, which to doe they are bound. Andif they, to 
rit, the} Miniſter or Magiftrate, find no cauſe , that is juſt, why 
the mariage required,: may not be fulfilled, then after ſufficient 
admonicion; to the farher, friend, maſter, or ſuperiour, that none 
af them reſiſt the work of God , the Miniſter or Magiſtrate may 
enter in the place of parents, and be conſenting to their juſt re- 
queſts, may admit them to mariage; For the worke of God ought 
not to. be-hindred, by the corrupt aff.Aions of worlily men. The 
zork-of God wecall,, when two hearts, without filchineflc before 
ommirred, are ſo joyned,and both require and are content to live 
together, in that boly band of. - Matrimony. If any commit forni. 
#on-with that woman he requires in Mariage, they doe both 
looſe this foreſaid benefit as well of the Kirk,as of the Mayiſtrate; 
For.neither of both ought to be interceffors or advocats for filthy 
oraicators.; But the father,or neereſt friend, whoſe daughter be- 
ngavirgine is defloured, hath power by the taw of -God to com- 
xell che. man that did; char, injurie , ro marry his daughter: and if 
he-farher wil. not accept him by reafon of his offence, then may he 
equire che dowrie of his daughter,which if the offender be not a- 


ale:to pay, them.ought the c1viil magiſtrate to puniſh his body b 

owe other emer. mn And becauſe canyon crarEg retro. hc. 
adulcene,are finnes moſt common in this realme; we require of 
rode Honors in the nainc'of the etcrnall God, that ſevete puniſh - 
ment, &cording as God hath commanded, bee executed' againſt 


F 


uch.wicked contemners: -For we doubt not, but ſuch enormities 
and crimes openly committed , provoke the wrath of God as the 
Apoſtle ſpcaketh, not onely-upon the offenders, but upon ſuch 
Maceswhere without —h_— they are committed. But to re- 
rn co. our former purpoſe. Mariage ought not ro be contrafted 
amongſt perſons, that have no elcQion for lack of underſtanding, 
knd-cherefore we affirme that bairns and infants cannor lawfully 
de marcied-in their minor age, to wit, the man within 14. yeares, 
and the woman 12 ycarcs wn, 64 Which if it have been,and they 
rave kept themſclves alwayes ſeparate, we cannot judge them to 
adberc,as m2n and wives,by reaſon of that promiſe which in Gods 
preſence was nopromiſe arall : but if in yeares of judgement they 
ave embraced the one the other, then-by reaſon of thar laſt con- 
enethey bave ratified thatwhich others have permitted for them 
their youcth-head. + 


+-Ina:rcformed' kick mariage ought notto be ſecretly uſed,bur-in 
open 
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: fo eſtabliſhed a ne execute, | that this upg 
uty of firiie have no place within this Reatme. For in the 
Sod. pi unto your Hotiours, that whoſoever per. 


$868 you pardoii where God commanderh death, 
es ak A privy pt6vokes you to offend F0gw Wario, 


jaob 75 195 of Buriall; I 


Vri ja ages hah bens boldeii in eſtimation to ſigni 
tha ratby f e which was comitnicted co the early; art 
utter! ly aqmncy 2 but ſhquld riſt againe , and: the ſante we 
e kepr within this reelme. Provided that fuperſtition ,. 
t ery nd whatſoever hath, proceeded of afalfe opinion, and 
As HRS. cna be avoided, atid finging of Maſſe, platebo 
TH d allother prayers overyor for the dead ,. which are 
10 By 5 Ina rſtitious and vaine;; but alſo ace idotarry , and doe 
foe lwme Scrip tures of God. Forplaine i It 15,that cve- 
| | tet either in the faith of ChriftIeſus, or 
5a ubry-./Plaine-ic'is,. that they that de 
ve i# Ft of THe teſt: fron. rheitlabours;.ard 
"TD ; "duty Maſter and his: ApeNt 
ate wn IRoſorrer depanerh wan beleets,. of ir-ifctediy 
& Ha If hever fee life; but the wrath of: God abides upon him, 
we ay ; that prayers for the dead are nor onely fuperiis 
nd v2ine;; but doe exprefly repugne ro-the manifeſt Sctif. 
tare '« 1-4 vetirie chetcof., For avoiding of: all inconveniences we 
le HEN finging, 'nor-teading be ar buriall.. Fo 
nd $26 Wdy- admonifh ſome of: the living te- 
Unſel  fbrdearh\,. yet ſhall ſome foperſvirious, think 
& and Vn, of the flv _ profite-the dead. And 
| on we cred rt x6) Frexpodiont, i dead be conveyed to- 
& place of burilwith ſome Honeſt company-of the Kirk, with - 
orfeading ;:yea, without alt} gind of: ceretnony- 
other then that the oo ye Ky rr co-the 
Ewet Etch: add fobricty,as thoſet net 
Kindo Feare ea arty of God,ard to hate Ge which. 
kecaufe 6f dearh; 
"Me are riot ignorant, that forme require a Sermon at the buriall,, 
1 I place of Sctiptute-to be read ;-ro- put the rey | 
le that they are mortall, andtharbkewife they. muſt die: But 
© the men-underftand,that the Sermons which be daily made, 
yeforthar ufe , which -if. men deſpiſe ,. the funerall Sermons. 
all cather nouriſh ſuperſtition, and a falſe opinion ,.as before is. 
ſ ther that they ſhall bring ſuch perſons to a odly conſidera- 
yio rof cheic.own eſtate. Artour cither ſhall the Minifters for the- 
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it h ath leaſed rhe mercies of Godto reveale unto the unthankfull 
world the lightr'of his Word), the right uſeand adminiſtration of 
Szcraments;he affayes man upon the-contrary part. For where 
68g '2g0c men food. in ſuch- admiration of thar' idol rhe 
& that none durſt have preſumed to have faid the Maſle, but 
Eaven fort, i the beaſts marked men; ſome dare'now'be fo 
bo #24 without all vocation-to miniſter, as they ſuppoſe, rhe true 
Sacrargencs in open Aſſemblies: and fome idiors 4 yet more wic- 
ls #nd impudenrly ) dare counterfeit in their houfe,thatwhich 
Steme Miniſters doen the open Congregations. They prefume 
eſa) ,rodoe itin houſes without reverence, without word prea- 
hed; a Ny without miniſter. This contempt proceeds, no.doubr, 
wrom the malice and-craft of thar Serpent, who firft deceived man 
ts urppfe ro deface the gloric of Chiriſts Evangell, and to bring 
M$ Dicitea ens Re perpetual contempt: And further,your . 
FIonors | NA) clearly IT How ſt1bbornly & proudly the moſt part 
Cepyes the E) angell of Chriſt Jeſus offered unto you, whontuntes 
_Oarply 
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8&ftoutly ye reſift,we mean as wel the manifeſt deſpi» 
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nomiere erc Pte "And'th cherfaxe in the name of the etertal 
(God ,and bf bis Son Chrift Teſys, we require of your Honour 


:that without delay, ſtrait Lawres be made egaint teonec, and the 


other: . 

We dare not preſcribe unto you , what penalties thallbe requiy 
cd of ſuch:; But this ye. feare gotto. 6, that the one and 
che other deſerve death. For if _ who doth fallific the ſcale-ſub- 
po ck or coine of a King is. Judged worthy, of death.,7 what 
Sy Sai: ink of hic LET plainly dath doch falſe the Fees of Chi 

Us, I't arlls pProneQunce 

at a balk ſhould be taken from. the Lo heads of chat. man, and he 
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yr renee CE, uy neck rely pap found 
ainſta d impicty , the wrath of God be kindled againſt che 


| "The Papifticall Priofts have ncither powers Nor to 

IG 0s Sacraments of Chrift Jeſys , becauſe that iQ 
mouth 5s not the Serman of exhortation:. "and therefore xr 
fnult brat Tohibition be made, notwithſtanding any 
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' © um ed the he laying on 0 
Lo hay h Miniſters of Chriſt TIoſus, Bur the Spirit 
as Eroge ly fr moving tbe hearts to ſecke Chriſts gloric, 
ico his Kuk,.and therzafter the nomination of the 
jd" x tion of the learned; and publick admijfGon 
{ as ig Bf ſaid; take men layfull MiniGers of the Ward and 
Sacraments. "We an ordinaric yocation ;'and not of that 
which js arr gun whey do hehe and by his onely 
anda 9X de 412; mat gran ond wils- 
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--- touching the reformation of things, which herecofore have 


b- BY ſome of -17 comer) ſhall appeare Ernngs unto you at the firft 


: , Yopr þ > : 
__ Ingelien by Gods cxprefſe commainy 
c d conſcience ye are bound to grant; 


$uG4 Kirk at freedome andiiberty y we feare your ſharpe and 
uddaine puniſhments , and that the glory and honqyr of chis en- 
g's 
abide to the .generations following for amonument and witneflc 

this nation tg repentance;what 


not{ong delay to execute his mott juſt hy ook when after 
:many offences and Tong blindnefle grace 
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"Cod the facher of our RN Chriſt ; by the powerof his 

of = Spicth ſo illuminate:your hearts / that 2 may clearely ſee 

£p and acceptable in his ſo.bowthe {ame 

to % o edience,, tha 1 Je ina may preferre hy rg will,to, your 

. 6wn affeFions. And Pngehen you by the ſpirit of fortitude, 

that GIA dh, may  uniſh vice + waintaing, yertue,within this 

Realme,to © pra) and glory of his holy name, to the copafort 

and Re oey our own conſciences,and.to theconfplition,and 
the © go SP of the patterity following. Amen- 
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=4 HE Kirk of'God ſometimes is. largely: taken; for:4lt 
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if --:-1£ 4 company and fellowſhip nor onely of che godly, bur 
{: ::-Alſo of hypocrites profefting alwayes'outwardly'thertrue' 


gligions:!:- ci), iGo Jh4) 492Gb about Me T 'y 

yOther; times/'it. is taken: far ithe godly and cle oncly, and 
ſometimes for them that exerciſe ſpiritual fun&tion in the congre- 
gation; of them that profefethe truth... net” tf 7 700" | 
- The 'Kirke-/in this laſt: ſence hath: a.certaine-- power granted 
by God, according to the which 4t. uſes a: proper . iurifdition 
and- governcment., excrciſcd to. the comfort -of the whole: 


*s. his power EeelefiaQticall is an authoritie granted by God. 
the; Father, thrqugh the Mediator Icſus Chriſt, :unto his ' Kirke 
eathered,&having the ground inthe word of God<o be pur in ex- 


kirk bylawfull calling iscommirted. ., vi Pujckct 56, 

"The Policic of the Ki tk flowing from this power, is an order 
ar. forme of ſpicityall. government, -which is excrciſed by the 
members appoynted thereto by: theword of God 2 atd therfore 
is given zpmediatly x the office-beargrs, by whom. it isiexccciſod 
to the weale of the whole body, TORT HOI: 
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them thar profeſſe the Evangelt of Icſus Chtiſt, and ſoir - 


ecution/by them:, unto whom. the fpirituall government of the 


nt of them chiae beare rho ge, after the forme of 

bars dgement. A edtote 6ncly led potef ” 4 ordinis, and the 0- 
i/aptt 7 ; 

EE eeT wer Mayes Boch one authori neground, 
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nd to rk god- 


| immedi} | from God, 


= tithe ally: aſueges by Kenkaha Wo =" Hl of. 
the kirk,and- tnottobe attribure@to.. \Angel,norman,of what: 
sftatc rhat-ever He be, - ſaving. ro Chiithe onely; lickd «i i 


narcitin-chc kirk... [20 

* Therefore thispowerand policieofithe kirk fliould leane 
the-word immedratly,zs the oncly ground thereof; and'fhoul; be 
raken from-the-pure fountaines of the: Scriptures,the kirk hearing 
che opera Chiſtthe 0 ohely EI 0% ro and: The freer. | by 


to:kin rinces ami Fotds,. 
nm —x ye whom: they rem vi 
to Chriſton to be called maſter in 

no ——_ Tenet arhe Bee, an ee Ba hg 
h © not.to uſu end fon m,nor- ds, 
k — i Akoietrand firiens, For ic is Chrifts proper 
—_ ro gh mms. and cute his kitk amiverſalty,. _—_— 5 mag 

cularkirk hchis ſpirit and'word;by the m 

as the-miniſters/a Caron of Be Peeleaſts 
call eſtate are ſu ro the on: 
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exerciſe, and to doe their office according to the word of God , 

Fhe ſpiricuall rulers ſhould require 'the Chriſtian magiſtrate ro 

miniſter juſtice,and punith vice, and to maincaine the libertie and 
quictnes of the. kirk within their bounds. 

' © The magiſtrare commanderh external things for externall peace 
and quietnefſe amongſt the ſubjeQs : the miniſter handleth exter=- 
pr. Sr onely for conſcience cauſe. | 

* The magiſtrate handleth externall rhings onely, & a&ions done 
before men,bur the ſpirituall ruler judgeth both inward affeRions, 

. BY and cxternall aftions in reſpet of conſcience by the word of 

: i God... | | 

| The civill magiſtrate craves and gets obedience by the ſword, 

BY and other cxternall meanes, but the miniſtcriz,by the ſpirituail 

ſword,and ſpirituall meanes. 

_ The magyRrageo neither ought to preach,miniſter the ſacraments, 
| (nor execute the cenſures of the kirk, nor yer preſcribe any rule, 
. BS how it ſhould be done, but command the minifters to obſerve the 
> BY rule commanded in the word, and punith the tranſgrefſors by ci- 

vill meanes. The miniſters exerce not the civill iuri{diaion, but 

f: ore] the magiſtrate,hoy it ſhould be exerciſed according to the 

t: Wore | . 3} 

| The magiftrate ought to afliſt, maintaine and fortifie the iuriſdi- #1 

Ron of che kirk. The muuſters ſhould aſſiſt their princes in all 4 


it things agrecable ro the word,providing they negle@ not their own 

c Wl charge by involving themſelves in civill aftaires. 

g ' Finally,as miniſters are ſubjc& to the judgement and puniſh- Wy ff 

y. | ment of the magiſtrate in externall things,if they offend: ſo ought HM” 
the magiſtrates ro ſubmic themſelves to the diſcipline of the kirk, - KE'Þ: 

x, al if chey tranſgrefle in matters of conſcienceand religion. i 

It | : 8 

js CuayP.'2, | (4 


Of the of the Policie of the Kirk, and perſons and office- 
+ bearers towhom the admini#trationis committed. 


' A_ S inthe civill policie the whole commonwealth conſiſteth 
< Ain them. tharare governors,or magiſtrates,and them that are 
= goveriſed, or ſubjeAs. So in the policie of the kirk ſome are 
appointed to be rulers, and the reſt of the members ther<of ro be 
ruled,and obey according to the word of God, and inſpiration of 
os ſpirit, alwayes under one head and chiefe governour , Ieſus 
> MY 
;Againe,the whole policie of the.kirk confiſteth in three things, 
Dogtrine; Diſcipline, and Diftribution, With dofrine is an- 
gn M | 


nexed 
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-nexced the adminiſtration of Sacraments: and according to the 


parts of this diviſion, ariſeth 'a fort of threefold officers in the 
kirk,to wir,of Miniſters Pieachers, Elders Governours, and Dea. 
cans diſtributers. And all thefe may be called by a generall word, 
Miniſters of the kirk. For albeit the kirk of God be ruled and go- 
verned by Icfus Chriſt, who is the onely king, high Prieſt, and 
head thereof,yer he uſeth the miniftery of men,as the moſt nece(- 
fary -middes for this purpoſe. 545M | | 
_ - For ſo hee hath from time to time, before the law, un- 
der the law, and-in the time of the Evangell.for our great 
comfort raiſed up men indued with the gifts of the ſpirit, for the 
fpirituallgovernment of his kirk, exercifing by them his awn po- 


 wer,through his fpirit and word to the building of the ſame. 


And to take away all occaſion of tyranny , hee will that they 
ſhould rule with mutuall.conſenr of brerher, and*equalitie of po. 
wer,every one according to their funcions. © hs 

In the new Teſtament, and time of the Evangell, hee hath uſed 
the miniſtery of the Apoftles,Prophets, Evangeliſts, Paſtors, and 
Doctors in adminiſtration of the word : The Elderſhip for good 
order,and adminiſtration-of the diſcipline : The Deaconſhip to 
have the cure of the Eccleſiaſticallgoods.. . | 5 

Some of thir Eccleſiaſticall fun&ions are ordinarie,. and ſome 
extraordinary or temporarie.. There be three extraordinary fun. 
Rions; The office of the Apoſtle, the Evangeliſt, and of the Pro- 


' pher,which are nor perpetuall, and now have ceaſed in the kirk of 


God, except when 1t pleaſed God extraordinarily for a time to 
ſtirre ſome of them up againe. Wo 
_ . Thereare foure ordinarie funQions or offices in the kirke of 
God, the office of the Paſtor,Minifter or Biſhop,the-DoQor,preſ- 
byrer or Elder,and the Deacon.. | 
Thir offices are ordinarie, and ought to-continue: perpetually 
in the kirk,as neceſſarie for'the government and policie, thereof, 
and no moe offices ought to bereceived or. ſuffered in the kirk of 
God,eſtabliſhed according tohis word.. | 
"Therefore all the ambitious ritles.inyented in the kingdome of 


-Antichriſt,and in hisuſurped hierarchie,which arc not of one of 
'theſc foure ſorts,together with the offices. depending thereupon, 


in one word ought to be rejiefted.. 
| CHAP. 


| 3o- | 
How the perſons that beare Ecclleſaſticall funttions,. are-to bee admitted 


to their office. 


ation oricalling is commori to all that ſhould beare office 


Y/ within. the Kitk',, which. is. a lawful way, by the which 


qu alificd. 


os * Y 
60 


can 


" >a © A TIO | v "MARS hh get 
"he. Jecond- Book of Diſripi 


are promoted'to any -ſpirituall office within the 


| nalified perſons 
Kirk of God. "A | 
: Without this lawful calling it was never leaſome to any perſon 


- to: meddle with any funQion Eccleſiaſticall. | 


-- There are two forts of Calling, one extraordinarie by God im- 
mediatcly ; as was of the Prophers and Apoſtles, which in Kurks 
eſtabliſhed,and well alreadie reformed hath no place. 

+ The other calling is ordinaric, which beſides the calling of God, 
and inward teſtimony of a good conſcience , is the lawfull appro- 
bation, and outward judg:ment of men, according to Gods word, 
and order eſtabliſhed in his Kirk. | 

None ought to preſume to enter in any office E-clefiaſticall 
without this good teſtimony before God, who onely knowcs the 
hearts of men. s 2 

This ordinary and outward calling hath two parts, ele&ion and 
erdination. El-&ion is the choſing ourt of a perſon, or perſons, 
moſt able, to the office that vakes,by the judgement of the Elder- 
ſhip, and conſent of the Congregation, to which hall be the per- 
ſon,or perſons appointed. 

:/The qualities in generall requiſite.in all them, who ſhould beare 
charge in the Kirk, conſiſt in ſoundneſle of religion, and godli- 
neffe of life , according as they are ſufficiently ſer forth in the 
Word." 

In the order of Elcion it is to be eſchtewed , that any perſon 
be intruſed in any offices of the Kirk, contrary to the will of the 
congregation to which they are appointed , or without the voice 


of the Elderſhip. 


 * None ought to be intraſed;or placed in the places already plan- 


ted, or in any roome thar vakes not, for any worldly reſpe&t: and 
thatwhich 1s called the b2nefice ought ro benothing elle, bur the 
Kipend of the Miniſters that are lawfully called. ts 

Ordination is the ſeparation and {andifying of the perſon ap- 
pointed ro God and his Kirk , after he be well tryed ana found 

ualified. *R --- | KEF 
The Ceremonies of Ordination are faſting, earneſt prayer, and 
impofirion of hands of the Elderſhip. Y 

- All thir , as they muſt be raiſed up by God, and by him made 
able for-the work whereto they are called; ſo ought rhey know 


. 


_ their meſſage to be limited within Gods word,without the bounds 


of *the which they onght not to paſſe. 
All thir ſhovld take theſe ticles and names onely { leſt they be 
exalred and puft up in themſelves) which the S-riptures gives uu» 


#o them, as theſe which import labour, travell and work, and are 
"names of - offices and {ervice, and not of idlenefſe,dignity,worldly 
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honour or prehemifience, which by Chriſt our Maſter is expreſly 


> Teproved and forbidden. 


All thefe Office. bearers ſhould have their own-particular flocks 
amongſt whom they exerciſe their charge. : 

All ſhould make reſidence with them , and-take the inſpe&ion 
and ovesſighr of them,every one-in his vocation. 

And generally thir twa things ought they all ro reſpeA:the gloe 
ric of God, and edifying of his Kirk, in diſcharging their dueries. 
an their calling. | | 


CHAP. 4. 


of ul Office-bearers in particular , and fir#? of the 
Paſtors. or Miniters. 


YA ſors , Biſhops, or Miniſters., are they who are-appointed to: 
particular Congregations,which they rule by the word of God, 
and over the which they watch. In reſpe& whereof, ſometime 

they are called Paſtors , becauſe they feed their Congregation; 
ſometime Epiſcops, or Biſhops , becauſe they watch above their 
flock; ſometimes Miniſters, by reaſon of their ſervice and office, 
and ſometimes alfo Preſbyters or Seniors, for-the gravity in 


manners which =P ought to have in taking care of the ſpirituall 


government , which. ought to be moſt deare unto them, 

They that are called unto the Minifterie , or that offer them- 
ſelves thereunto,ought not to.be eleQed without any certain flock 
be aſſigned unto them. . | 

No man ought to ingyre himfelfc,or uſurpe this Office without 
lawfull calling. 

They who are once called by God, and duely ele&ed by man,af. 
eer that they have once accepted the charge of the Miniſterie,may- 
not leave their fun&ions. 

The deſertours ſhould be admoniſhed.and in caſe of obſtinacie. 
finally excommunicate. 

No Paſtor may leave his flock without licence of the Provin- 
vinciall, or Nationall Aſſembly, which if he doe, after admoni- 
tions not obeyed, let the cenſures of the Kirk ſtrick upon him.. 
 Vato the Paſtors apperteines teaching of the word of God, in. 
feaſonand out of Gin. publickly. and privately, alwayes trauel- 
ba edifie , and diſcharge his.conſcience,as, Gods word. pre- 
{cribes to him. | 

Vanto.the Paſtors. onely apperteins.the adminiſtration of the. 
Sacraments, in like manner as. the adminiſtration of the Word :. 
For both ace appointed by God ,, as.meancs, to. teach us., the one. 


by 
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bythe eare,' andthe other by:the eyes, and other ſenſes, that by-' 

both, knowledge may be tranſfferred to the minde; xi. 
Ic appertaines by the ſame reafon to the ;Paſtor to pray for the 

eople, and namely, for the flock committed to his charge,and to j "2" © 

bietfe them in the name of the Lord, who will not ſuffer the bleſs. 

fings of his. faithfull ſervants to be fruftrate. 

ought alſo-ro watch: above the manners of his flock,that the 


better he may apply the doQrine to them in reprehending the a"; | 
diſlolute perſons,and exhorting the godly to continue in the feare | of ht 
of the Lord. | "FRY 
ob. to the Miniſter after lawfull proceeding by the [0E' 
Elderſhip, to pronounce the ſentence of binding and looting up= Wilt} 4 
on any perſon, according unto the power of the keyes granted is 


untothe Kirk, | ' 218; 
It belongs to him likewiſe, after lawful proceeding. in the mat=- 1.1208 
ter by the Elderſhip, . ro ſolemnizate mariage berwixt them,thar +1 
are to be joyned therein , and to. pronounce the blefling of the 4 
Lord upon them, that enter-in at that holy band.in the feare of W's 
i 


God. F *. 
And _ all publick denunciations that are to be made ir FR 
the Kick before the Congregation concerning the Ecclefiaſticall, 4 rp? 


affaires belonging to the office of a Miniſter : For he is as meſſen= -y 6 | 
gerand Herauld betwixt God and the. people in all theſe affaires..- ! 
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© Of Doftors, and their Office, and of the 2-4 PR 
Schookes.. . 10) BY 


NE of the two ordinary and perpetuall fun&ions that tra. 
vell in the Word, is the office of the Do&or, who may bee 
 alſocalled Prophet, Biſhop, Elder, Catechiſer , that is, tea» 
cher of the Catechiſme, and.rudiments of: Religion, | 
His office is to open up the minde of the Spirit of God in the 
Scriptures ſimply, without ſuch applications as the Miniſters uſe,, 
tothe end that the faithfullmay be inſtructed, and ſound doarine- 


jpnorance,or evill opinions. : 

Hee is different from the Paſtor, not onely in name,. but in di- 
verſity of gifts.” For to the DoQor 3s given the word of know-- 
ledge,to open up by ſimple teaching the myſteries of faith; ro the: 
Paſtor the gift of wiſedome ,.to apply the ſame by exhortation to- 
the manners of the flock,. as occaſion craverh.. 

* Vnderthe name and office of a _ wee comprehend dls 
OF.” Y = the 
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the order inSchooles Colledges,and Viniverfities,which hath been 


from time to time'carefully maintained ,- aswell among the Iewes 
and Chriſtians; as alfo'among the prophane'Nations. 

' The Door being an Elder, as ſaid 18, ſhould afliſt che Paſtor in 
the governmenc of the Kirk,and concurre with the Elders his bre. 
thren in all aſſemblies ; by-reaſon che interpretationof the Word, 
which is onely judge in Ecclefiaſticalimartets,is committed to his 
charge. YON OD EEO UGRD OT SHARE OCT II 2  - 

< But to preach unto rhe-people, to miniſter the Sacraments,and 
to celebrate mariages, pertcine not tothe DoCor, unleſſe he be 
otherwiſe called ordinarily : howbeit the Paſtor may tcach in the 
Schooles, as he who hath the gift of knowledge, oftentimes meer 
for that end , as the examples of Polycarpus,and others teſtific;8&c, 


CHAP. 6. 
Of Elders, and their Office. | 
HE word Elder in the Scripture , ſometime is the name of 
.. Age, ſometime of Office. When it is the: name of any-Of- 


fice, ſome time it is taken targely,comprehending as well the 
Paſtors and Doctors, as them:who are called Semiors or Elders. 


- 'Inthis our divifion,we call theſe Elders,whom the Apoſtles call 


Pteſidents or Governours. Their office as it is ordinary,ſo is it per« 
tuall and alwaies necefſarie in the Kirk of God. The Elderſhip 
3s a.ſpirituall funQion, as is the Miniſterie. 

Elders oncelawfully called co the office, and having gifts from 
God meertto exerciſe the ſame,may nor leave it again. Albeit ſuch 
an number of Elders may be choſen in certaine Congregations , 
that one part of them may relieve another for a reaſonable ſpace, 
__ among the Levites under the \Laiy in ſerving of the Tem- 

Bec a 
$ The number. of the Elders in every va, 45.5999 cannot well 


be limited, but ſhogld-be according tothe bounds and. neceſſitic 


of-iahepeople. i550 SH Ho DH HE gh: | 
It:is not necefſarie that all Elders be alſo teachers of the word, 
albeit.the chicfe ought io be {uch and fwa are worthie of doublc- 


honour. | 
Whar.manner of perſons they ought to be; we referre it to the 


___ word, and namely the Canons written by the Apoſtle 
_ "Their office'is as well ſeverifiy; as'conunaly;to watch diligent. 


ly upon the flock committtedrotheir charge, borh publickly, and 
privat-ly , that no corruption of Religion; or manners, enter 


+ 7 
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As 


.As the-Paſtors and DoQors ſhould be diligent in teaching and 
ſawingtheſeed of theWord , ſo the Elders ſhould be caretull in 
ſeeking the fruit of the fame in the people. | 

- Itappertaines ro: them- to affiſt: the Paſtor in examination of 
them that-come to the Lords Table : irem , in viſiting the ſick. 

They ſhould cauſe the ates of the Aﬀſemblies,as well particular 
as generall to be put in execution carefully, 

» They ſhould be diligent in admoniſhing all men of their dutie 
according to the rule of the Evangell. f2l ER REF an 

; Thinps'rhat they cannot corre by private admonitions they 
ſhould bring to the Elderſhip.. 44 

-- Their principall office. is to hold Aﬀemblies with the Paſtors 
& DoQors who are alſo of their number,for eſtabliſhing of good 
order and execution of diſcipline, unto the which Aſſemblies all. 
petfones are ſubje& that remaine within their bounds. | 

Of the Elderſhips, Aſſemblies, and Diſcipline, * 
Lderſhips and Aﬀemblies are commonly conſtitute of Paſtors, 


Doors, and ſuch as we, commonly. call Elders., that labour 
not in the word and doQrine, of whom, and of whole ſeverall 


"IT 


AT GC ee nt ot” oy Pra 
* Afſemblics are of foure ſorts. Foreither are they of particular 
Kitks and Congregations ane or moe , or of a Province, or 
of a whole nation, or of all and divers Nations profefling one 
Icſus Chriſt. | 


- 


" "All ike EccleGaRticall Aſſemblies have power to convene law 


fully rogether for treating of things.concerning.the Kirk,and per- 

teipthig co their-charge.. _ We bo ae as rw iT 

_ They have power to appoint times,and places to that effeA,and 

at one meeting.to appoint the dyet,time and place for another.: 
In all Ademblies an Moderatour ſhould be choſen by common 

conſent of the whole brethren convencd , who ſhould propone 


matters , gather the votes, and cauſe good order to be kept in the: 


Aſetablies. | | | 
, Diets ſhould be taken, clyefly by the Moderator,that onely: 
Ecclefilticall things be handled in the. Afſemblies, and that there 


be no medling with any thing perteining to the civill juriſdiQion.. 


. Every Aſſembly hath power to ſend forth from them of. their 
owfi number, ane or moe vilitours to ſee how all things. be ruled 
ig the bounds of their juriſdiftion,. | 

; Viſitation of .moe K | 
flic perſon of ohe man, neither may the name of a Biſhop be at- 


» 
— 
&t 
do 
p- 
"i — . 


*Y 


The ſecond Book of Diſciphint.. 79. 


irks is no ordinaty Office Eccleſiaſtick.in: 


rtibute 


r— 


Ke es 


RE ot 


RE 


> Cs Op Rn ar 
a 


» rs A tra tr IA DT ts 


DE: 
= 


46 TOE ey 4s Bae 4X"7H f ER ata _ 3 (Ip 7 £0 = $ * 2 z 
A v* . f Ls of OY 1m. Ne » gs "IS SS 5 36,24; 0F; TE 2 os L 
. T he ſecond Booke of Diſcs 
20 eſe ' IDHIDEe 
£ 2, 1 . 


y- —_— —_— ph Ps 
CD A AT I IC ITL I ABI EO EIT —_ 
pug——_— ps 


co - « 
1. "of A CC CS 
: ” 


» ol Aa 
a IEICE ARS. > Far Won AY —— 


ES IS 


*L- * 
* 


attribute to the viſitor onely , neither is it neceſſary to abide xf; 
waies in one mans perſon, bur it. is the part of the Elderſhip ts 
ſcnd out qualified perſons to viſitpro re wats. | | 

The finall end of aſſemblies is firſt ro keep the religion and do. 
Qrine in puritie withouterror and corruption. Next, to to keeye 
comelineſſe and good order 1n the kirk. | 

For this orders cauſe, they may make certaine rules and conſti. 

tutions appertaining.to the good behaviours of all the members 


of the kirk in their vocation. 


| They have power alſo to abrogate and. aboliſh'all ſtatutes and 
otdinances concerning Eccleſiaſtical matters ,that are found noy. 
ſome and unprofitable, and agree not with che time, or are abuſcd 
by the people. Laan rocly 
- They have power to execute Eccleſiaſtical diſcipline & puniſh. 
ment upon ali txanlgreliors and proud contemners of the good 
order and policie of the kirke , and ſo the whole diſcipline is in 
theic hands. ca-0..155 
The firſt kinde and ſort of afſemblies, although they be within 
articular congregations,yet they. exerce the power,authoritie and 
quciſdicion of the kirk with mutuall conſent,andtherefore bare 
ſometime the name of the kirk. | . 
When ye ſpeake of the Eldersof. the particular congregations, 
we mean'not that every particular pariſh kick can ,'or may have 
their. own particular Elderſhips, ſpecially in Landward; but wee 
think three,foure,moe or fewer particular kirks,may have one El- 


- derſhip common to them all,ro judge their Eccleſiafticall cauſes, 


Vet this is meer, that ſome of the Elders be choſen our of cye- 


kept in good order, to inquire Ciligently in naughtie and. youy 


wore uncorruprly diſtribute «kb 
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Difcrpmme © 2x 
= To make configeions which concerne reroemy in.the kirk, 
- Ir ahe Order of cheſe particular kirks,where they governe: 
2 avid Fthey alcer no rules made by the generall, or provinciall 
-”—_ ab ic d rhat they make the provinciall aſſemblies foreſeen 
f theſe cules thar they ſhall make and aboliſh them that tend ,to 
he hurt ofthe lame: : ; 

{. Jt bath power to excommunicate the obſtinace, 
= The power of ele&ion of them who beare Ecclefiaſticall char. 
s,pertaines tothis kind ofafſembly within their owne bounds, 
Fein well ere&ed,and conſtirute o many Paſtors, -and Elders of 
cient abilitic. , | £ 
-», By che like reaſon their depoſition alſo pertains to this kinde of 
aſſembly, as of them that ceach erronious and corrupt dofrine, 
that be-of flanderous life,and after admonition deſiſt not, that be 
given'toſchiſme, or rebellion againſt the kirke, manifeſt bla{- 
phemy , ſimonie , corruption of bribes, falſhood, perjurie, 
whoordome,theft,drunkennefle, fighting worthy of puniſhment 
by the Law,uſurie,dauncing, infamie,and all others, that delerve 
ſepafation from the kirk... | 
Theſe alſo who are altogether found unſufficient to execute 
their charge ſhould be depoſed whereof other kirks would be ad- 
vertiſed,that __y receive not the perſons depoſed. 
. Yer they ovghtnor to be depoſed, who through age, ſickneffe, 
ar ocher accidents, become unmeet to do their office,in which caſe 
WH their honour ſhould remain io them, their kirk ſhould maintaine 
them; and others ought ro be provided to doe their office, 
.Provinciall aſſemblies wee call lawfull conventions of the Pa- 
WH ftors, DoQors, and other Elders of a province, gathered for the 
WH common affaires of the kirkes therof , which alſo may bee called 
WH [(theconference of the kirk and brethren. 
| \ Thir aſſemblies are inſtitute for weightie matters to be intreated 
WH by mutuall conſent and afliſtance of the brethren within that pro- 
| vince,as need requires. | WES - 
This aſſembly hath power to handle,order, & redreſſe all things 
WW committed or done amiſle in rhe particular aſſemblies. : 
© Ir hath power to depoſe the office-bearers of that province for 
WH 200d and uſt cauſes ceſerving deprivation. 
| "And generally thir afſemblies have the whole power of the par- 
ticular Elderſhips whereof they are colle&ed. | 
-.The Nationall afſembly,which is generall co us,is a lawfull con- 
vention of the whole kirks of the realm or nation where it is uſed 
and cathered,for the common affaires of the kirk, and may be cal- 
Jed the generall Elderſhip of rhe whole kirks in the realme. None 
-aje-lubj=at to repaire to this aſſembly to vote , but Eccleſiaſticall 
Wo N perſons 
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Perſons to-ſuch 4 rwithber , as Thall be thought good by the ſame 
> Afſemblie,nor excluding other perſons that will repair to the ſaid 
Aſſembly ro propone, heare, and reafon. ; | ; bc : 

' This Aſembhe is inftitute , that all things exther comenitted , Will | 
or done amifſe inthe Provinciall Aﬀcmblics,may be redrefſed any 
handled, and things generally ſerving for the weale of the whole 

t 


bodie of the Kirk within the Reattte inay be fortſcene ,intreatcs, ſill 

and ſet forth ro Gods glotie. | 
It ſhould rake care , that Kirks be planted itrplates where they 

are not planted. | $45 $+4 ere 


It ſhould preſcribe the rule how the other two kinds of Aﬀems 
'blies ſhould proceed in all things. WED IE TEL 
. This Aﬀembly ſhould take beed, that the fpirttuall jurifdifion, WY 
-and civill, be not confounded to the hurt of the Kirk : That che BY - 
patrimonic of the Kirk be not conſumed, not abuſed ; and gene-Y - 
rally concerning all weighty affaires that concerne the weale and BY x 
good order of the whole Kirks of the Reatin, irougfit to inter- Bl ; 
pone aurhoritiethereto. = {506  $ IEAIOR 
There is befides theſe,an other more generall kindevf Afſcm. 
-blie, which 'is of all Nations, arid ORE eſe within the 
pars. repreſenting rhe univerfall Kirk of -Chrift, which may bee 
called properly the GenerallAfſetnbly;ot Generall Councellof the 
Theſe Afemblies were appointed and called together ſpecially, 
- when any'/great ſchiſme or conroverfic in dofrine-did arife in the il, 
Kirk, andwere convocate at command of godly Emiperours be-il | 
Ing for the time,for avoiding of fchifmes within the univerſally , 
Kirk of God, which becauſe they perteine not tothe particuluſi 
eſtate of avy Realme we ceaſc Further to ſpeake of them. 


hy Wh it Ra ; =... 
: Of the Deacons and their of fiice, the laſt ordinar 
2% © funtlonintheKirk, 4 s | 


E word Atexovec ſametimes is largely taken,comprehen. 
& ding all them that beareeffice in the Miniſterie, and fpiritual Bl ! 
.FfunQion in the Kirk. : -- | 

But now, as we fpeake, it is taken 6nely forthem, urito whon 
the colleFion and diftriburign of the almes of the faithfull. and 
Ecclcſiaſticall goods doth belong. -. Pp 

The office of the Deacons.ſ\6:taken , is- an ordimarie and perpe 
euall Eccleſiaſticall funion in the Kirkof Chriſt. - 

Of- what properties. and" 'dufies he ought to: be rhar.is'called 
* - to this funRion, we'remir it to the manifeſt Scriptures. | 


Thi [rand Buokof Difeiphue. 87, 
; The. Deacon ought to be called and elefted , .as the reſt of the. 
Þicicuall Officers, of the which cle&ion was ſpoken before. 
- Their office and power is to receive, and ro diſtribute the whole 
Ecclefialticall goods unto them, ro whom they are appointed. 
"This they 4. to doe according to the judgement , and ap- 
Fong: of the Preſbyreries, or Flderthips ( of the which the 
cons are not ) that the patrimony of the Kirk and poore, be 
not converted to-priyate mens uſes, nor wrongfully diſtribute. 


"Sn CHnay. 9g. | 
of the Patrimonie of the Kirk, and diſtribation thereof. 


 Y the Patrimonie of the Kirk , we meane whatſoever thing 
T Þhath been ar any time before , or ſhall be in times comming 
given, or by conſent or univerſall cuſtome of countries pro- 
feſlinp the Chriſtian Religion apply<dto'the publique uſe and uti- 
licie of the Kirk. w— TO pos 
Sorhat under the Patrimonie we comprehend all —__ given, 
ofto be given to the Kirk and ſervice of God, as lands, gg gs , 
EI canoe! rents, and all ſuch like , wherewitch the Kirk is 
loted, either by donations, foundations , mortifications , ot any - 
other lawful titles of Kings, Princes , orany perſdns inferiour to 
them, together with the continuall oblarions of the faithful. 
We comprehend allo all fuch things, as by lawes or cuſtome, or 
of countries have been applyed to the uſe and utility of rhe 
ick ;'of the which ſort are Teinds, Manfes, Gleibs,and {ach like, 
which by common and municipatt lawes and utuverfall' cuſtome 
art poſſefſed by the Kirk, 8 | 
FC: To'ttke any of this patrimonie by unlawfull meanes, and 'con- 
vert it tq the particular and profane uſe of any perſon,we hold ir a 
| dereftable facriledge befor God. __ 
_ The goods Ecclefiaſticall ought to be colle&ed, and diftributed 
by ths Deacons, a5 the word of God appotnts;thatthey who beare 
office frithe Kirk-be;provided for without cage 'or ſolicitude. © 
' In the Apoftolical 'Rirk , the Deacons were appointed to cdl- 
{k& and diftcibure what fumme foever was colle&:d of the faith- 
full, ro diftribure unto the neceflicie of the Saints, (o that none 


licked amongſt the faithful. 
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"vas corrupted by Antichriſt, as the ancient Canons beare witneſe, 
"The ſame Canons make mention of a fourefold diſtribution of 
the patrimonie of the kirk , whereof one part was applyed to the 
Paſtor or Biſhop for his ſuſtentation and hofpitality ; another to 
ebe Elders and Deacons,& all the Clergie ; the third to the poore, 
ſick perſons and ſtrangers ; the fourth to the upholding other af- 
faires of the kirk, ſpecially extraordinary. 

We adde hereunto the {chooles and ſchoolemaſters alfo , which 
ought and may be well tuſteined of the ſame goods,and are com- 
prehended under the Cleargie.' To whom we joyn alſo Clerks of 
Aſſemblies, as well particular as _ ſyndicks or procutors cf 
the kirk affaires, takers up of Pſalmes,and ſuch like other ordina- 
ry Officers of _ the Kirk, fo farre as they are neceſſary. 


iu EWA Fe; FO SS, 
Of the Office of a Chriitian Magiiirate in the Kirk. 


A Lrhoughall the members of the kick be holdenevery one in 


"their vocation,8:accerding;therts,to advance theKingdom 

- of Iefus Chriſt fofaratmerbincheis powecr;yet chiefly Chri- 
ſtian Princes,andjorher Magiſtrates, are holden to doe the fame, 

y.arecalled in the Scripture nouriſhers of the Kirk, for 


_ To affiſt and maingaine the diſcipline of the kirk, and' puniſh 
them-civilly, that will:not obey the cenfure.of the ſame, without 
 eonfounding:alwaiesthe one juriſdiftion with the other. 

;Fo fee that:fufficiendproyifion be made for the minifferie ,. the 
{chooles, andithe poore ;.and if they have not fufficient to awaite 
upon their-charges;to ſupply their indigence even with.their own 
xents,1f need-require.: - ET REN 

_ To-hold hand as well ro the ſaving of their. perſons. from: inju- 
rie-and open violence; as to their-cents and: poſſeſſions, that rhey 
be notdefrauded,robbed, nor ſpoiled thereof... 
{Nor to ſuffer the parrimony: of the kirk to be applyed to profane 

- andunlawful ufes,or be devoured by idle bellies, &ſ{uchas have no 
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pt, nr CHAP. 1t.- 
of thepreſent abuſes remainingin the Kirk, which . 
492-  - . wedeſiretobe reformed. / 

A... Sit is che duty of the godly Magiſtrate ro-mainrain the pre= 


ſent liberty,which God hath granted by the preaching of his. 
'®Ward,and the true adminiſtration of the Sacraments within 
this Realm:So is ir to provide;that all abuſes which yet remaine in 
the Kirk, be removed, and utterly taken away. » . 
1 ,Therfore firſt the admiſſion of men to papiſficalltztles of bene» 
fices,ſuch as ſerve not,nor have no fun&ion in the Reformed Kirk 
of Chrift, as abbotes, commendators,priors, prioreſſes, and other 
titles of Abbeyes, whoſe places are now: for the moſt part by the 
juſt judgement of God demoliſhed, and pargege idolatry , is. 
plajne ahuſc,and is not to reccive the Kingdom of Chriſt among 
us, bur rather to refuſe it. G "It; 
-: Such like.chat they that of old-were called the chapiters & con- 
yents of Abbeyes,cathedrall kirks, & like places,ſcrve for nothing 
now;but to ſer.fewes 8& racks,ifany thing be lefr ofthe Kirk lands, 
and teinds, in-burt and prejudice therot , as daily experience tea- 
cheth,and therefore ought ro be uterly abrogate and aboliſhed, |. 

- Of the like nature are the Deanes, Archdeacones, Chantours,. 
ubchantours,Thefaurers;Chancellors and others having the like 
ticles flowing from.the Pope and Canon-Law: onely, who have nd. 
place in the piponed Kirk... i, wy 
© The Kirks alſo which are united together,andjoyned by annex. 
won co their benefices, ought ro be yan and divided, and gi- 
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" Ncir Kee out T2 ack abuſers of the Kirks ons to _ 


voto in Partiament, norfie in Councell under the name of the 
Kirk and Kirkemen,to the burr aid prejudice of the liberty ther. 
of &lawes of the Realm made in favour of the Reformed Kirk, 
tak leffe igir lawful, that any perſon amongſt theſe men 
ſhould have five , ſixreeni, gory Sela or moe Kirks, all craving the 
<harge of ſoules , and | ny harpok ther ow ads 
mi on of the Prince, ore Feke Kick + in Ok > in ebis rt of the Evan- 
=p it is but a mockageto crave reformation,where ſuch like 


Aj info facr,as i in the eric at Leith in the yea you re of ow 
Lord 1571, it : opprnnen that ſuch may be admitted, being found 
ualified; either that ied grder is again all good order, or 
ir muſt be und {not of them that be qualied in world- 
orto ſerve in Ne, bartichis are qualificd to teach 

word; paving their itn of kick. 


fe in © 

f theſe new Rig 4 pectin robe, of the — roam that 

of them to fach offices,as they are choſen unro. 
""Trve Bil ops ſhould addj@ themſclves to a particular flock, 

ih cir pet auger refafe,neicher ſhoutd the ey pep furpe Lordfhi 
r theix þeethre -and over the inheritance Chriſt, as theſe 
af yer IJ (o is as they are paſtors, have not the office of vi- 
Irati _ ke joyantre the paſtorthip, withour ir be gi- 


-It is a corruptivong.char Biſhops ſhonld have further bounds to 
viſit,nor they may viully. - -, 
o man ought "ro m : office of vitfrarion, but. he that i is 
Jayfally holed J. 
erſhips being | Le ftabliſhed, have power to fend out 
vifitcours ane or moe, with "th dmmiſfton to vifitthe bounds within 
their Elderſhip, and likewiſe yer counttaken ofthem ,; cithet 
continue them,or remove her OM vg toQme, ro'thie which 
Elderlbips they. ſhall bealy | 
'Criminall juriſdiQiorn int ae 4. paſtor, Ny @ cptruption: 
; _ It/agiooth not with the word of God, thar. Biſhops ould be 
altorsof Paſtors,Paſtors of ay Bock ſhans and yet without a cer- 


». .þ 
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not with the Scriptures, thatthey ſhould be exemesd. 
> corre@ion of their brethren, and difcipline of the parti- 
lderſhip: of the Kirk where they ſhall ſerve , neicher that, 
&y aulorpt the Office bf viſitation of other Kirks, nor any other 
Fundion-befide other Minifters , bur fo far as ſhall be committed 
"Wheretbre, we defire the Biſhops that now are, cither to agree, 
o that order that Gods word requires in them , as the generall 
Kirkwill prefertbe unto them, trot paſſing rheir bounds , ether in 
ecdebiafticallor Civill affaires, or eife to be depoſed from allfun- 
7 in the Kirk. . - : W. 
 Wedenic not in the meane time, but Miniſters may atd fhoyld, 
ſt their Princes when they are xequired, in all things aprecabdk 
othe org, wherhier it be - CT or ather- 
ayes, providingalwayes they neither n X their owne charget,. 
nor th -x 5 $a Princes, hurt the publick eftate bf the 
© Butgenerally, we fay no-perfon , under wharſoever title of the 
at CEnny rhe abuſed tirkes in Papiſtrie,ofÞrelates,Con- 
saad-0 were en > toarrempr any aQ'in the Kirks name, 
ther it" CounceH, ot Parliament, or out'of Coyhcell,having nov 
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emmiſſion of the Refotmied Kirk within this Realme- - | 
—Andby Atof Parliament ir is provided , thaf'the Papiſticall 


ith and; jurifdiftion ſhould 'haveno place withig the fam 
hoBiſhopmnor orher Prelace tr times comming ſhould v 
riſdiion flowing from his authority. . ©: 
*Antagaine,rhat no orher EccieKait call TariſdiMnc 
whknowledged within this Realm, but that which 1338 
the reformed Kirk, and flowing therfrom. — a” 
-+Sgwe cftecm hotding wonngy (mt Papiſticall ama 
Cathedrall Kitks, Abbeyes, Colledges , outer” 
places, uſyrping the name and authority of, MEKirk,/to hutr the 
wrimony cherof, or-uſe any orher_ Afi prejudice of the 
the, ſince the yeare of our Lord (f580 ygares,, to be abufe and: 
torroprion, contrary to the liberty £ theitrue Kirk, and tawes of 
beRealme, and therefore ought Þ be annuflied, reduced, and in 
times comming uarrerty difchargede®” /! -* 
= Fhedependances atfoof the yi pifticall furrſdiftion areto be a- 
\Selifhed;of the which ſort is mifipted juriſdiftion of the commiſ- 
'hrs,/in fo farr as they meddle with Ecclefiaſticall matters , and: 
ave no commiſſion of the kirktherero, but were clefted in time 
four Soveraignes mother, wherſthings were our of order. Ir is: 
awabſusd rhing that ſundry of them having no fun&ion of the- 
Sick, ſhould be jadges ro-mitiftcrs;and depoſe them from their: 
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”” *zoomes. Therfore they either would be'diſcharged to medle with: 
_. Feckeſiaftical matrers;or itwould be limited ro chem in what mate)! 
ters they might be iudges,and fiot hurt the fiberrie of the kirk. 

- They alſo that of before were of the KT ara eftate in the: 
Popes Frag that are admitted of new to the papiſticall cirles,and 
now are tollcrate by the lawes of the realme to' poſſefſe the rwo« 
parc of their eccleſiaſticall rents, ought nor have any further liber. 
ey,burt to intromet with che portion aſligned andigranted to them 

their liferimes,and not under the abuſed titleswhich they had 

ro diſpon the kirk rents,ſer tackes and fewes rheteot at their | no" 

_ Furezto the great hurt of the kirk and poore labourers , that dwdll 
*ypgn the kirk lznds,contrarie to all good confcicnce and order, 

"» Cray. 12. 

Certain ſpeciall heads of reformation which we crave. 
4 + Hatſoever hath been ſpoken of the'offices of the kirke; 
"thi ſeverall power of the officebearers, their 'conjun& 
| pager alſo,and laſt ofthe patrimonie of the kirk , wee 
underſtand it & be the right reformation,which God craves at ou 
hands,that the Kirk be ordered according thereto,as with that ot 
der, which is mbſt ceable tothe word, | 

+ But beeauſgBmething would be rouched in particular,concer. 

ning the eſtare@f the countrey,and that whick we principally ſcck 

to be reformedAn the ſame,we have colleaed them in theſe heads 

following. 3 © | A IM 

.  Sceing theWholc countrey F divided in provinces,and thir pro- 

vinces againmec divided in pariſhes , as well in land-ward, as int 

7 pariſh and reaſonable congregation there would 
ermoe paſtors to feed the flock, and no paſtor or 
Re bc burge __ with the particular charge of mor 
Ong eriy. 
bong hard to finde out Paſtors or Mi- 
andof the Realm, as well in Landward, 
WIE advice of ſuch, as commiſſion ma 
WFince, pariſhes in landward or ſal 
abr three or more, in ſome places to- 
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tures , and to. have the charge of Schooles, 
if10Nn, 


7 t Lirks about may convene together , aad have a common El- 
derſhip ,. and aſſembly place among them, to treat of all things 
that concernes the Congregations of which they have the over. 


Ught, _ -- o 
. Andas there ought to be men appeinted to unite and divide the 
Pariſhes, as neceſſity and commodity requires: So would there be 
appointed by the generall Kirk, with afſent of che Prince , ſuch 
tenas feare God, and know the eſtare of the Countries,that were 
Ablezo nominate and defigne the places, where the pazticular El- 
Rrfhips ſhould convene, taking conſideration of thg Dioceſl?; as 
they were divided of old, and of the eſtate of the Countries , and 
provinces of the Realme. : 
Likewiſe cencerning Provinciall and SynodallAfſemblies con. 
fideration were eaſie to be taken , how many aq in; what places- 
they-were to be holden, and how ofc they ſhoulgeonvene, ought 
tobe referred to the liberty of rhe generall Kirky and order to be 
wpointed therein. &&+' 

*The Narionall Afcmblies of this Countcey, galled commonly 
theGenerall Aſemblics,oughr alwayesto be retelaed in their own 
liberty, aud have their own place. . "8 
With power to the kirk toappoint times and placggyea 
for tame, & aKip;as well Magiſtrats,as injepours 
je&to the judgentenit of the ſame in Ecclefiaſticgi 
oy :lamarion or appellation to any Iudge gaiv 
call within the Realm. Frei 
- The hberrie of the elefion of pexftms calf 
fall fan&tions, and obſerved without erruprion » fo long 
as the kirk was not corrupted by aiichrift, we deſire co be reſto 
redandreteined within this Reals” - ED 
-Sothatnone be intruſed u 295 ny Congregation, either by the 
Prince, or any inferiour pegſ@n; without iawtull cle&ion, and the 
aſſent of the people over wik@mthe perſon is placed,as the practiſe 
ofthe Apoſtolical and PrinWWweKirk,and good order craves. 
= An4 Kone this order, whigtyGods word craves,.cannot ftand 


Wit a patronages and: preſentariefo benefices uſed in the Popes 
kk;we defice all them, thar trughy feare God, carneftly to contj- 
Ces To- , 
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gerhet with the effeE therof have: flowed from the Pope,and cox, 
ruption of the Canon law onely,-. info farr as thereby any perſon 
was intruſed or placed over kirkes having -Curam animarum. 
And for as much as that manner of procceding hath no ground 
in the word of God, but is contrary tothe ſame, and to the ſai' li. 
berty of Eleftion, they ought not now to have place in this light 
of Reformation. And therfore,whoſoever wil embrace Gods word, 
and deſire the kingdome of his Son Chriſt I:ſus to be advanced, 
they will alſo embrace , and receive thar policie and order which 
> the wordof God, and upright eſtate of his kick craves, otherwiſe 
2m is in vaine that they have profeſt the ſame. 

"A, Notwithſtanding as concerning other patronages of benefices 
thihave not caram animarum, as they ſpeak : fuch as are chaplen. 
ries,ebendaries founded ypon remporall Iands,annuels,and ſuch 
like, pay te reſerved unto the ancient Patrones, tp diſpane bere. 
uponghen they vaike,to ſchollers and burſers,as they are required 
by at ef PFliament. | 

As for thaKirk rents in generall we defire that order be admit- | 
ted and maitiined amongſt us, that may ſtand with the fincetit 4 
of Gods wardpand praQtiſe of the purity of the Kirk of Chrill, : 

To wit,that was before ſpoken,the whole rent and patrimony 4 
of the KitkseWeprting the ſmall patronages before mentioned, i * 
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may be divide@@n foure portions: one thereof to be afligned to the 

. Paſtor for higWtertainment, and hoſpitality ; zn other to the El- 
_ ders, Deacongghd other officers of the Kirk; ſuch as clerks of Aſi: 
ſemblics, tals ap of the Plalmes, Beadels and keepers of the iſ 

| kirky{o farreanys neceflarie: Toyning with them alſo rhe DeQory, iſ + 
& 8 we lp-the ancient foundations where need requir.s: WiW-.: 
het ird po to be beſtowed-upon the;pgore members of the 
faithfull; angg©ſpicals ; the fourth for rpppation of the Kit ks, 
and*other exttihdinary charges as are profitable for the kirk, and 
alſo for the comi alth, if need require, 
We defire theretncclcliaſticall goods to be uplifted, and 


diſtributed fairhfullyFo wh@m they appertaine, and thar by the 


'miniſteric of the Deatons .3@ whole office properly the coll-&ion 
and diſtribution therot belles , that the poore may be anſwered 
. of their portion thereof, un Mey of the Miniſtery live without 
care and ſolicitude : as alſa'the Wil the treaſurie of the kitk may 
be reſerved, and beſtowedito thelhr uſcs. 
If theſe Deacons be elettedwickWch quatities as Gods worl Bi 
craves to be in them, thete WHi@@#c,thar they ſhall abuſe them- WiF+ 
felves in their office, asehe pane ColleQor did of before. 3 
£00 Yer becauſe this yocationpcares to many to be dangerous, 
+ © =... Aerthem be oblihed,, as theyese.of old, ro.a yearcly-count g 
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= The ſtcond Bd 
"the Paſtors and Elderſhip, and if che Kirk and Prince think expe 
22 WY Sens Jer courioners be obliſhed for their fidelity , that the kirk 
ents on-na wayes be dilapidat, 


that all ather intrometters with the Kirk rent-,Coll-&ors general 
or ſpeciall; whether it be by appointment of the Prince, or other=- 
 Waies,may be denuded of further intromjffion therewjth,and ſuf. 
fer the Kirk rents in time corming to be wholly intrometted 
yith by the miniſtry of the Deacons,and diſtribute to the uſe be- 
fore mentioned. | 

 Andalloto the effec, that the ecclefiaſticallrents may ſuffice 
totheſe uſcs, for the which they are to be appointed : We think 
dary to be defired, that all alienations, ſetting of teweg , or 


£8.0 he rents of the Kirk, as well lands as teinds, in hugt and 
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| oy of the Kirk reſtored ro the former old liberty, of 
"2nd likewiſe, that in times comming the teinds beter to nane, 
tothe labourers of the ground, or elſc norfer at all, as was a- 


greed pon, and ſubſcribed by the nobility of 


Eoin LEAP. 13, Ig 
[2 The wilitiethat ſhall flom from this refers 
£Eing the end of this ſpirituall government ag, 
i Js {peak, is, that Gad may be glorified, theYimngdome of I-{us 
{Chriſt advanced, and all who are'ofhis my ical pody. , may 
-Svepeaccable in conſcience; Therfore we dare boldWaffrme,that 
*allibaſe who heve true reſpef to theſe endsgygWeven. for con- 
*Kieaceeauſe: gladly agree and conforme thegaiiſes to this order, 

nd advance - ſame, ſo farre as lyeth ingly; thar their conſci. 
hedadvith ſpirituall glad- 
jr gre obedience to that: wiligt Gods word-, and the 


| policie, whereof 


: BY 
calple "and patterne of good and 
ouneries, and Kirkes vole tGvg the 
EFthey have glorifhicd God in our con- 
eord hictherro,wirhout any crrours, 
bay have the like occaſion 1n cur 
Fame our ſclves to that diſcipline, 
the ſatne Word, and purity of re- 
z:Orherwiſe thar feartull ſentence 
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- And to the effeRt this order may take proce ,It is to be provided. 


auction of the old rentals,be reduced and annulled,andghe pa- + 
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v us eOant knowing the will of bis Maſter, 
©. ART Morxc= 


><a myo 
—— A 7 OO I 


I cones. —— 


non, 


Moreover, ifs e. Nieves any Þ 7 00 F xo the poore mem? 
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0 be longer defrauded of that part of 
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kk; may: be:profirably-implc eds, and liberally . 
pextraordinary-Tupport of: the affaires' of che 
F5n-wealth.s 5 Nod i Hecwlly ef that part which is 
ration: -of Wis,” 7 | 
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